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PREFACE. 


nssnu  AT  faithful  hiftoriesof 

M)K  T  the  itate  or  the  air  and 
jgfW  ,  ‘ 

weather  peculiar  to  any 
country  may  be  of  real  ufe, 
as  a  branch  of  natural  hiftory,  and  be 
a  means  of  confirming  or  of  corredfing 
divers  eftablifhed  opinions  relative 
hereto,  will  not  be  denied ;  nor  that  a 
daily  record  of  the  various  changes  of 
the  air,  weather,  and  winds,  is  abfolutq- 
ly  necefiary  for  this  purpole. 

From  fuch  a  regiftry,  it  will  appear 
that  even  in  this  changeable  climate, 
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certain  ftated  revolutions  (although 
often  interrupted)  of  the  weather  and 
winds  may  be  traced  through  the 
feveral  feafons  of  the  year  •  and’fuch 
revolutions  as  are  highly,  worthy  the 
attention  of  valetudinarians  as  well  as 
phylicians,  and  of  the  laft  more  efpe- 
ciaily,  by  accounts  of  the  iconcomi- 
tant  difeales  annexed,  whereby  fome- 
thing  of  a  like  periodical  revolution 
in  them  alfo  may  be  difcovered  fo  far 
that  the  return  of  fome  of  them  at 
certain  feafons  is  almofl  as  certain 

f 

as  that  of  fwallows  in  fummer ;  and 
it  may  be  fliewn  how  far  certain  dif- 
eafes,  and  their  propagation,  duration, 
increafe,  and  the  degrees  of  their  ma¬ 
lignity,  have  a  connexion  with  the 
ftate  of  the  air  and  weather  attending, 
which  is  one  principal  fcope  of  the 
prefent  Work.  But  it  fhall  fulfice  in 
this  place  to  obferve,  with  refpeft  to 

the 
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Ill 


the  influence  of  the  feafons  in  gene¬ 
ral,  that  in  fpring  the  vegetables 
put  forth  their  buds,  the  birds  renew 
their  fongs,  the  fleeping  animals  and 
infedls  come  forth,  and  rnofl:  of  the 
quadrupeds,  and  even  the  inhabitants 
of  the  deep,  are  not  inlenflble  of  its 
influence  * ;  as  neither  is  the  human 
body,  their  being  leveral  evidences 
of  a  greater  fwell  in  the  tide  of  the 
circulating  fluid  of  that  feafon,  though 
the  winds  from  the  north  and  eaft, 
ufually  attending  it,  frequently  prove 
very  noxious  not  only’  to  vegetables, 
but  to  men,  particularly  valetudina¬ 
rians,  as  in  the  following  pages '  will 
abundantly  appear  ;  and  that  fevers 
i  are  more  frequent  with  us  in  winr 
ter  than  in  fummer,  which  may  be 
partly  attributed  to  the  comparative 


*  See  Thompfon  on  the  Seafons. 
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warmth  of  the  former  feafon,  and 
the  coolnefs  of  the  lg,tter,  peculiar 
to  us. 

This  method  of  treating  of  difeafes 
was  purfued  by  the  father  of  phy- 
Ec,  and  has  lately  been  revived  by 
feveral  Englifh  writers,  particularly 
Wintringham,  Huxham,  and  the  in¬ 
defatigable  Dr.  Short.  The  obler- 
vations  of  thele  authors,  I  have  fre¬ 
quently,  in  the,  courfe  of  this  Work, 
compared  with  my  own,  and  con¬ 
firmed  them  ;  and  I  truft  that  the 
longer  feries  of  time  to  which  mine 
were  protracted  may  add  more  weight 
to  the  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the 
confequences  drawn  from  fuch  com- 

The  compiler  of  the  following 
Obfervations  thinks  proper  to  acknow- 

.  ledge 
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ledge  that  the  principal  fubjedls  of 
them  were  not  what  an  eminent  bro¬ 
ther  calls  fplendidiS  perfonce^  but  ple¬ 
beians,  and  medice  forth  homines :  a 
circumftance  however,  which,  in  his 
apprehenhon,  ought  rather  to  recom¬ 
mend  than  diljDarage  the  work ;  inaf- 
much  as  thefe  lall  named  perfons  are 
more  expofed  to  the  injuries  ol  the 
air  and  weather  than  the  other,  who, 
by  means  of  their  warm  cloathing, 
good  fires,  and  the  moderate  ufe  of 
wine,  are  lefs  fufceptible  thereof ;  to 
which  add  that  in  them  alfo  the 
genuine  procefi  of  nature,  in  the 
condudt  and  cure  of  difeafes,  is 
commonly  not  lb  much  dilguifed 
by  art  as  where  lefs  is  committed 
to  nature. 

The  following  account  has  been 
drawn  up  from  diaries,  conftantly  kept 

a  3  both 
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both  of  the  weather  and  difeafes ; 
but  as  the  prolixity  and  tedioulhefs 
of  diaries,  on  the  one  hand,  would 
deter  moft  men  from  reading  them, 
and,  on  the  other,  the  vaguenefs  and  , 
obfcurity  of  even  quarterly  or  yearly 
accounts,  are  fuch  as  would  not  give 
proper  fatisfadtion  to  an  inquifitive 
mind,  I  have  reduced  the  diaries  of 
the  weather  to  the  form  of  monthly 
regiftries ;  and  greatly  contradled  the 
accounts  of  the  difeafes. 

In  the  following  Hiflory  of  the 
Difeafes  particular  regard  is  had  to 
the  duration  of  the  feveral  fevers,  the 
number  of  days  in  which  they  ter¬ 
minated  being  fpecified  with  as  much 
precihon  as  pradlicable.  It  is  true, 
the  firft  commencement  of  a  fever  is 
often  very  hard  to  be  determined : ' 
however,  the  reckoning  was  ufually 

made 
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made  from  the  firft  fhivering  to  the 
time  when  the  pnlfe  fell  to  the  health¬ 
ful  ftandard  of  its  velocity,  or  rather  ■ 
below  it.  This  has  been  done  with  a 
view  to  the  ancient  dodlrine  of  cri¬ 
tical  days ;  and  to  fhew,  that  even  in 
this  changeable  climate,  fome  atten¬ 
tion  hereunto  may  be  of  ufe  to  the 
phyhcian,  both  in  his  prognoftica- 
tions  and  his  conducil  in  the  cure  of 
fevers,  it  being  a'  fettled  point  that 
any  evacuation  -by  ftool,  fweat,  he¬ 
morrhage,  or  any  remarkable  change 
of  the  urine,  are  "of  more  efhcacy 
when  they  occur  on  the  critical  days 
than  on  the  intermediate  days. 

Now  the  fummary  refult  of  the 
obfervations  in  the  following  Work  in 
refpedl  to  this  matter,  is,  thatamidft 
all  the  obfcurities  and  uncertainties 
attending  the  feventb,  fourteenth, 

a  4  twen- 
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twentieth,  and  twenty-nrft  days,  were 
nearly  either  the  days  of  the  moft 
perfedl  crilis,  or  the  days  on  which 
the  greateft  number  of  fevers  termi¬ 
nated  either  in  the  recovery  or  death 
of  the  patient.  It  is  true,  many  of 
our  fevers  did  alfo  terminate  in  five  or 
fix  days :  but  the  crifis  in  this  cale 
was  commonly  imperfedl,  the  patients 
being  fubjeil  to  relapfes. 

•  « 

And  it  is  allowed  by  a  certain 
eminent  profeflbr,  that,  although 
indeed  every  day  may  prove  a  criti¬ 
cal  one,  yet  that  the'feventh,  four¬ 
teenth,  and  twentieth  are  the  principal 
,  of  the  critical  days :  and  to  this  a- 
grees  an  aphorifm  left  us  by  an  au¬ 
thor  in  a  very  remote  country,  Paulus  ' 
.ffigineta,  viz-  Dies  judicatorii  pptimi 
funt  feptimus  decimus  quartus ; 
and  a  later  _  one  of  Fernelius,  viz. 

Con- 
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Continiuim  febrem  fecunda^  aut  ( quod 
,  tardijftmutn  eji )  tertia  hebdomada  decra- 
toriffolvit  j  and  in  Flippo'crates’s  Epi- 
■  demies,  the  greateft  number  finiihed 
their  courfe  in  feven,  the  next  in  four¬ 
teen  days,  the  next  in  twenty-one  days 
nearly,  though  fome  few  of  his,  with 
their  relapfes,  continued  above  two 
months,  as  with  us :  but  this  is  very  rare^ 
and,  according  to  Fernelius,  mufi:  be 
owing  to  unbound  vifeera  :  from  all 
which  it  appears  that  the  veneration  paid 
by  antiquity  to  the  number  feven  was 
not  altogether  without  foundation. 

And  it  is  hoped  that  the  following 
conliderations  may  recommend  the 
Work  to  younger  phyficians,  viz.  as, 
during  the  term  of  thefe  obfervations, 
we  have  been  four  times  viiited  in 
Dublin  with  an  epidemic  contagion  of 
foreign  original,  the  catarrhal  fever, 

which 
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vvliich  was  a  fignal  injftance  of  the 
influence  of  the  air  and  weather  on 
difeafes,  according  to  the  feveral  fea- 
fons  in  which  it  appeared ;  and  al¬ 
though  not  attended  with  any  extra*- 
ordinary  malignity,'  yet  once,  in  a 
feafon  favouring  its  progrefs,  raifed 
our  bills  of  mortality  to  three  times 
their  ufual  number :  it  therefore  feemed 
to  be  of  real  ufe  that  fome  record 
fhould  be  prelerved  of  it,  and  its 
method  of  cure,  as  matter  of  in- 
ftrucflion  on  any  like  future  emer¬ 
gency. 


And  moreo\'er,  as  another  difeafe, , 
little  lefs  '  than  peflilential,  attacked 
our  children,  elpecially  in  the  country' 
in  the  year  1743,  five  years  be¬ 
fore  Dr.  Fothergill  publitlied  his  ac¬ 
curate  account  of  a  dileafe  near  akin 
to  it  in  the  iieighbourhood  of  Lon¬ 
don, 
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don,  but  much  milder,  though  no¬ 
thing  ever  tranlpired  from  hence  in 
apublick  manner  concerning  it,  fome 
account  of  it,  and  fome  pradtical  hints 
are  here  given,  which  it  is  hoped  will 
not  be  unacceptable  nor  ufelefs ;  and 
if  to  this  I  fhould  add  the  direful  con- 
jfequences  of  the  great  froft  J739, 
1740,  more  pernicious  than  fome 
peftilences,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no 
further  apology  need  be  made  for  the 
prefent'  publication. 

N.'  B.  I  have  begun  my  year  with 
March,  as  being,  notwithftanding  our 
alteration  of  ftyle,  flill  the  firft  month 
of  the  fpring-quarter,  and  January 
and  February  the  two  laft  of  the  win¬ 
ter-quarter,  and  agreeing  neareft  in 
temperature  to  December,  which  I 
reckon  ftill  the  firft  month  of  the 

winter- 


winter-quarter ;  and  fo  February 
with  me  terminates  every  year,  and 
January  and  February,  inftead  of 
being  the  two  firft  months  of  any 
given  year,  are  the  twOi  laft  of  the 
fame' year  with  me. 


*  m  m  Mfsss  m  m  * 


INTRO  D  U  CTION. 


PART 

Shewing  the  Influence  of  the  Air 
and  Weather  on  Difeafes* 


^  N  order  for  the  conviftion  of 

^  j  ^  thofe  who  are  crying  down 
^  any  attempts  to  trace  a  con- 
neclion  between  the  ftate  of 
the  air  and  weather,  and  the  prevailing 
epidemics^  efpecially  in  this  changeable 
climate,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  fhevv  in  the 
following  pages,  and  in  the  courfe  of 
this  Work,  that  both  the  endemial  and 
epidemic  difeafes  of  different  countries 
are  very  different  in  their  type, ,  duration, 
and  degree  of  malignity,  according  to 


xiv  INTRODUCTION. 

the  difFerent  ftate  of  ' the  air  and  wea^ 
ther  in  thbfe  feveral  countries,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  difFerent  feafons  in  the  fame 
country. 

I.  It  is  to  the  difference  of  the  air 
in  cities  and  in  country  places  that  epi¬ 
demic  fevers  commonly  make  a  far  greater 
havock  in  the  laft,  where  a  depraved  con- 
ftitution  of  the  air  produces  the  moft 
pernicious  effefts  :  whereas  in  cities  the 
air  is  altered,  and  in  fome  fort  corre6Fed, 
by  the  fires  and  other  effluvia. 

’  II.  Different  difeafes  prevail  in  dif¬ 
ferent  climates,  fuitable  to  the  different 
temperature  of  the  air  in  thofe  feveral 
climates^.  Thus  agues  are  obferved 
to  be  the  great  endemic  of  all  moift 
countries :  and  whereas  Dr.  Mead  makes 
this  general  and  important  obfervation, 

*  Linn2eus  remarks,  that  neither  the  deftru£live 
,  plagues  among  men,  which  are  very  frequent  in  hotter 
countries,  nor  even  poifonous  plants  or  animals,  are 
fo  frequent’  in  the  regions  of  the  north  as  in  thofe  of 
the  fouth. 


that 
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that  no  kind  of  putrefaftion  bred  here 
in  thefe  European  countries  is  ever  heigh¬ 
tened  to  the  degree  capable  of  producing 
the  plague  ;  on  the  contrary,  in  Afia  and 
other  hotter  countries,  and  where  the 

i 

humors  are  more  difpofed  to  putrefac¬ 
tion,  and  the  fibres  more  crifp  and  con- 
trafled,  ardent,  peftilential,  and  contagious 
fevers  are  much  more  frequent,  and  even 
endemial ;  and  their  fevers  finifli  their 
courfe  with  much  more  rapidity  than  in 
thefe  iflands,  placed  in  a  cold  and  moifl 
air,  and  where,  as  it  is  obfervable  in 
Huxham’s  Hiftory  of  the  prevailing  Dif- 

I 

eafes  at  Plymouth,  for  ten  years,  that  de-^ 
fluxions,  coughs,  tumors  of  the  jaws, 
opthalmies,  and  anginas,  fill  up  near  three- 
fourths,  of  the  catalogue,  v/hich  is  alfo 
the  cafe  herej  fo  that  thefe  may  be  faid  to 
be  our  endemial  difeafes  common  to  both 

t 

countries,  as  iflands  in  a  like  cold  and 
moifl  fituation,  and  fubjcdl  unto  the  like 
viciffitudes  of  weather. 


And 


xvi  INTRODUCTION, 


And  if  the  moifture  of  the  air  proper 
to  us  fiiould  predominate  long,  and  efpe- 
dally  if  warmth  fhould  confpire  with  it, 
catarrhal,  intermittent,  flow,  nervous,  and 
petechial  fevers  have  been  obferved  to 
prevail.  This  was  notoriouily  the  cafe 
at  Dublin  and  Cork,  on  a  comparifon  of 
‘  Dr.  Rogers’s  account  of  the  epidemic,  low, 
putrid  fever,  which  was  common  to 
both  cities  at  the  fame  time;  and  that 
author  obferves,  that  for  a  feries  of  near 
twenty  years  preceding  the  year  1734, 
no  new  epidemic  fever  -Ihewed  itfelf 
among  them  at  Cork,  but  of  the  fame 
kind  which  hath  been  very  frequent  here 
fince  that  time,  efpecially^  in  fuch  feafons 
as  are  before  mentioned ;  from  which 
and  other  fimilar  obfervations,  joined  to 
'  the  following  defcription  of  the  malignant 
fever  moft  common  in  Ireland,  left  us  in 
Boate’s  Natural  Hiftory,  publiflied  above’ 
a  hundred  years  ago,  the  fever  of  the 
low  putrid  kind  appears  to  be  endemial 
tons,  viz. 
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It  is  common  to  the  natives  and  to 
thofe  who  come  thither  from  other  coun¬ 
tries.  It  is  commonly  attended  with  a 
great  pain  of  the  head  and  in  all  the  bones, 
great  weaknefs,  reftleffnefs,  ravings,  but 
no  very  great  nor  conftant  heat,  and  it 
is  hard  to  be  cured ;  and.  the  cure  is  not 
to  be  effefted  by  purging,  which  cannot 
be  ufed  at  any  time  without  great  danger, 
and  hardly  by  bleeding,  which  is  feldom 
ufed  with  fucc'efs,  except  at  the  very  be¬ 
ginnings  but  by  ftrengthening  medicines 
and  good  cordials,  and  in  fome  years 
an  extraordinary  and  peftilent  malignity 
cometh  to  it,  with  fo  great  violence  that, 
notwithftanding  all  good  helps,,  fome  are 
thereby  carried  to  their  graves.” 

It  is  well  known  that  thefe  fevers  fre- 

s 

quently  run  out  to  the  length  of  three 
weeks  or  fometimes  a  month :  on  the 
contrary,  how  much  more  violent  and  how 
much  more  rapid  in  their  courfe  their 
fevers  in  the  hot  countries  are,  will  ap¬ 
pear  from  the  following  detail, 

b 


I.  In 


I.  In  the  Eaft  Indies  Bontius  defcribes 

their  continual  fevers  thus  :  Plerumque  j 

cum  tanto  furore  hie  mortales  invadiint^  ut 

tanqiiam  attonitos^  de  rati  one  7nentis  jiatim 

dejiciantj  &  feepe  mtra  paiicijjimos  dies^ 

imo  aliquando  horasy  cum  phrenitide  ac  con- 

tinuo  delhdo  cegros  e  vita  rapia?it :  adfunt 

perpetiire  vigilirCy  vomitiis  varii  colorisy  pree^ 

cipue  viridis  ac  ceruginofa  bilis,  Exter?ia 

7'igent  :  calor  internus  cum  ingenti  fti 

vitales  ac  naturaJes  facultates  depafeitur, 

2.  In  Egypt,  Profper  .Alpinus  ob- 

ferves,  that  during  the  feafon  of  their  pe- 

« 

liodical  hot  winds,  attended  alfo  with  a 
changeable  ftate  of  the  weather,  from 
September  till  June,  the  plague  rages 
every  year  5  as  alfo  peftilential  fevers  and 
phrenzies,  which  kill  in  a  few  hours  5 
whereas  Galen  never  obferved  phreneticks 
to  die  before  the  third  day,  and  at  the 
fame  time  alfo  rages  a  peftilential  fmall 
pox  among  children  :  but  this  feafon  is 
fucceeded  by  the  cold  north  winds  in^ 
June,  and  an  uniform  ftate  of  weather;. 

and 


INTRODUCTION.  xk 


^iid  then  the  plague  .and  mbit  other  dif- 
eafes  vanifh. 

3.  In  Mihorca  (a  hot  colintry,  where 
Farenheit's  thermometer  rifes  to  eighty- 
two  and  eigllty-feven)  acute  fevers  are 
more  frequent  than  in  England,  and 
withal  much  more  violent,  but  of  Ihorter 
duration ;  they  oftener  terminate  com¬ 
pletely  by  a  manifeft  crifis,  and  in  all 
refpe6ls  agree  much  more  exactly  with 
what  the  antients  have  faid  concerning 
fuch  evacuations  and  the  periods  in  which 
they  happen^. 

4.  The  ardent  bilious  fever  in  Bar- 
badoes  (being  common  to  Siam,  lituated 
in  the  fame  latitude  as  Dr.  Hilary  ob- 
ferves  ‘|*)  ufually  teritiina^es  about  the 

*  Cleghorn’s  Obfervations  on  the  Difeafes  of  Mi- 
ndfea. 

f  Dr.  Hilary  obferves  that  this  fever  is  found  there 
in  all  feafons.  He  alfo  deferibes  the  flow  nervous  fever> 
common  to  us  and  them,  running  out  to  the  nine¬ 
teenth,  twentieth,  and  twenty-firft  days,  terminating 
fometimes  with  and  fometimes  without  a  manifeft  crifts, 
but  which  is  rare  there  ;  infomuch  that  from  1754.  to 
1758,  it  entirely  difappeared. 

b  2 


fourth 
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fourth  day  from  the  attack,  the  regular 
crifis  generally  difcovering  itfelf  by  a  fuf- 
fufion  of  the  bile  over  the  furface  of  the 
body  the  third  day 

'  5.  In  Carthagena  in  America,  fituated 

in  10®.  25'.  N.  latitude,  where  their  heats 
are  exceffive,  without  receiving  any  fcn- 
fible  mitigation  from  the  nights,  the  dif- 
tempers  that  attack  the  Europeans  are 
very  dangerous,  and  their  continuance  is 
very  fhort,  viz.  they  laft  but  three  or 
four  days,  in  which  time  the  fick  either 
die  or  are  out  of  danger  •f*. 

But  more  particularly,  to  fhew  how 
much  the  regularity  of  the  difeafes  pre¬ 
vailing  in  different  countries  depends  on 
the  regularity  of  their  refpedlive  feafons 
and  weather,  and  vice  verfa. 

I.  In  Greece,  and  in  Afia  in  general, 
where  their  feafons  are  for  the  moft  part 
uniform,  and  their  winds  periodical,  the 

*  Tovvne  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Weft  Indies. 

f  Philof.  Tranfadions.  492. 


dif- 
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difference  of  their  feafons  and  their  ef^ 
fe6ls  were  more  eafily  obferved 

Hence  Hippocrates,  1.  3.  prog.  8. 
Cum  anni  tempus  propriam  habet  temper  a--' 
turam  morbi  Jiimt  c on jl antes  &  opt i mi 
judiciL 

And  I  apprehend  that  an  impartial  at-  ♦ 
tention  to  the  following  hiftories  of  the 
feafons  and  their  concomitant  difeafes  will 
fhew,  that  the  obfervations  of  Hippo¬ 
crates  with  regard  to  the  feafons  and  dif¬ 
eafes,  do  alfo,  allowance  being  made  for 
the  difference  of  the  climate,  in  a  great 
meafure,  hold  good  here.  His  fummary 
account  of  this  matter  is, 

^od  hyems  corpus  pituitd  r e pleat ^  inde 
cognofcere  datura  quod  homines  pituitqfijjima 
fpuujtt  &  emungunt  hyeme,  G?  tu- 
mores  laxi  &  albijjimi  Jiunt^  maxime  hoc 
tempore^  itemque  ;  reliqui  morbi  pituitofi. 

,  Vere  Sanguis  augefcit. 

*  Mead  Monita  h  Prase.  Medica, 

b  3  -  Homi-- 
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Homines  neere  &  cejlate  maxhne  dy-t 

.  V 

fenteriis  corripiuntur,  fang'uis  ex  naribus 
ipjis  Jliiit,  At  vero  ajlate  fanguis  adhuc  viget 
&  bills  in  corpore  elevatur^  &  ufque  in  au-^ 
itimnim  porrigitur.  In  futimno  antem  fan-- 
giiis  modicus  fit :  bills  autem  per  aflatem  ac 
autiimnum  pojjift  5  id  qiyiod  ind^  cognofcere 
potes^  quod  homin^Sy  fua  fpQnte  hoc  tein-r 
pore  bilem  evomiinty  &  in  niedicamentor 
rum  piirgationihus  bilio flora  pur  gent  ar  :  ma- 
nifefum  ft  &  febribus  &  hominum  cqlori- 
bus. 

Air  a  bills  autumno  ^  pliirima  &  for-*, 
tifhna  ef.  Lib.  de  Natiira  Hominis. 

And  again,  •  Morbi  omnes  quidem  in 
omnibiis  temporibus  fuxit  \  quidam  tamen 
magis  in  quibnjdam  ipforum  &  funt  exa- 
cerbanUir.  Vere  etenim  infanice  ^  atrc^ 
biles  &  eomitialesy  0  Janguinis  fuxioneSy 
&  angincCy  ^  gravedineSy  &  raucedinesy 
^  tujjesy  &  leprce  &  impetigines,  &  *vi^ 
iiligineSy  &  pufida  ulcerofe  plurimcdy  ^ 
tubercula  &  n{orbus  articidqrisy. 
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\  ^ 

Aejlafe  vero  &  quidam  ex  his^  &  febres 
continues  ^  &  a?^  dentes^  &  tertian  a  pluritne  & 
quartane  &  vomitiiSy  &  ahi  projluviay  & 
lippitu dines  &  aiiriim  dolor es  &  oris  exul-^ 
cerationeSy  &  pudendore?n  piitredines  ^  pa-^ 
pulce  fudorofee,  Autiimno  autem  &  ex  ajli-- 
vis  multi y  &  febres  quartance  &  errone^y 
&  fpleneSy  &  hydropesy  &  tabes y  &  urince 
flillicidiay  &  inteflinorum  Irevitates  S’  dyfen- 
tericey  &  coxendiceSy  &  angince  &  anhelationesy 
^  volvuli  &  comitialesy  &  i?2fanice  &  atree 
biles, 

Hyeme  vero  pleuritideSy  peripneiimo- 
nice  &  gravedineSy  raucedinesy  tufeSy  dolor  es 
peBorumy  lateriim  ac  lumhorimy  capitis  do^ 
loreSy  vertigineSy  fyderationes, 

2.  At  Chaiies-tovvn,  in  South  Carolina, 
their  epidemic  difeafes  return  as  regularly 
at  their  ftated  feafons  as  a  good  clock 
ftrikes  twelve  when  the  fun  is  in  the 
meridian,  viz/  In  July,  Auguft,  and  Sep¬ 
tember,  when  great  heat  and  moifture 
prevail 

*  Phil,  Tranf.  470. 


3.  In 
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3,  In  the  Eaft-Indies,  when  there  are 
perpetual  rains  with  great  heat,  viz.  from 
November  tili  May,  it  is  fickly  5  and  con¬ 
tra,  from  May  to  October,  as  it  is  dry, 
ferene,  and  cooler,  it  is  alfo  healthier 
And  fo, 

4.  In  Minorca  remittent  and  inter¬ 
mittent  fevers  return  with  the  utmoft  re¬ 
gularity  every  July,  and  continue  till 
October  or  November,  and  do  not  re¬ 
turn  till  next  July,  agreeable  to  the  con- 
ftancy  of  their  weather,  which  is  for 
the  moft  part  very  hot  and  dry  all  fum- 
mer  5  but  the  difeafes  of  the  winter  and 
fpring,  agreeable  to  the  various  difpofitions 
of  thofe  feafons,  are  neither  fo  uniform 
nor  certain  -f*.  What  then  are  ‘we  to  ex- 
pe6l  here  but  variety  of  difeafes,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  of  fevers,  and  irregularity  and 
uncertainty  in  their  types  and  periods, 
agreeable  to  the  changeable  Rate  of  the 
feafons  and  weather  proper  to  our  climate  ? 

*  Bond.  Med.  Indor* 

•J-  Cleghorn  loc.  cit, 

which 
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which  accordingly  is  the  cafe.  Never- 
thelefs, 

III.  Different  feafons  of  the  year,  even  In 
the  fame  climate,  are  attended  with  different 
difeafes,  and  have  notable  effedls  in  pro¬ 
moting  or  checking  their  propagation. 

There  feems  to  be  in  the  fpring  fome 
greater  degree  of  ebullition  in  the  blood ; 
whence  puftules  and  fome  other  diforders 
latent  in  winter  appear,  and  fcrophulous 
fores  are  obferved  to  break  out  afrefh,  or 
to  appear  in  greater  numbers  y  and  pleu- 
rifles  and  other  inflammatory  diforders 
commonly  attend  the  cold  northerly  winds 
frequent  in  that  feafon,  when  alfo  tertian 
agues  are  frequent,  according  to  the  poet, 

A 

Each  changing  feafon  doth  its  poifon  bring, 
^Rheums  chill  the  winter,  agues  blaft  the  fpring. 

Prior.* 

I 

Which  though  it  generally  hold's  here  alfo, 
,yet  we  find  not  unfrcquently  coughs  and 
defluxions  to  attend  the  fummer  on  change¬ 
able  wind  and  weather  5  and  that  thefe  diC- 

orders 
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orders  are  the  confequence  of  a  change, 
not  only  from  heat  to  cold,  but  of  cold 
to  heat.' 

There  feems  alfo  to  be  in  feme  degree 
fomething  periodical  in  the  return  of  the 
colera  morbus,  diarrhoeas,  and  fometimes 
dyfenteries  at  the  end  of  fummer  and  in 
autumn,  but  uncertainly,  agreeable  to  the 
variablenefs  of  the  temperature  of  the  air 
and  weather  here ;  and  our  fummers  (fre¬ 
quently  winter-like)  are  fo  far  from  being 
diflinguifhed  by  the  greater  prevalence  of 
fevers,  that  the  winter  in  general  (here 
frequently  warm,  and  confiderably  more  fo 
than  in  England)  has  the  greater  num-. 
ber,  although  the  fummer  fometimes  has 
more  than  the  fpring  and  fall,  as  is  elfe* 
where  obferved. 

This  may  be  owing  to  the  coolnefs  and 
temperatenefs  of  our  fummers,  more  re¬ 
markable  indeed  than  in  Great  Britain. 

Dr.  Pringle,  in  his  Obfervations  on  the 
Difeafes  of  the  Army,  remarks  fomething 
very  like  this  with  refpedt  to  the  fum¬ 
mers 
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mers  of  Great- Britain,  which,  I  think,  well 
worth  tranfcribing  here,  as  a  confirma¬ 
tion  and  further  illuftration  of  this  rea- 
foning. 

“  In  the  Netherlands,  where  the  wea¬ 
ther  in  fummer  is  hotter,  and  in  winter 
colder  than  in  England,  the  epidemic 
difeafes  may  be  dated  from  fome  time  in 
July,  or  the  beginning  of  Augiift,  under 
the  canicular  heats  their  fenfible  de¬ 
cline  about  the  fall  of  the  leaf,  and  end 
when  the  frofts  begin ;  and  their  fummer 
and  autumnal  difeafes  are  intermitting 
and  remitting  fevers,  diarrhoeas,  and  dy-  . 
fenteries  ;  but  the  difeafes  of  winter  are 
inflammatory,  as  colds  in  various  fliapes, 
coughs,  flitches,  rheumatic  pains,  pleu- 
rifles,  inflammations  of  the  lungs,  &c. 
which  continue  throughout  the  fpring, 

*  The  bjle  and  other  animal  humours  are  exalted  by 
this  means.  So  the  bite  of  the  tarantula,  and  of  the 
fcorpion,  is  not  venomous  in  winter,  but  in  fummer 
only  ;  and  Celfus  remarks  ferpents  to  be  more  venom¬ 
ous  in  hot  countiies, , 

A. 


and 
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and  till  paft  the  fummer-folflicej  though 
towards  the  fummer-folftice,  as  the  wea¬ 
ther  grows  warmer,  the  colds  are  not 
attended  with  coughs,  flitches,  and  dif- 
orders  of  the  breaft,  but  rather  a  con¬ 
tinued  fever/* 

* 

Then,  in  making  the  comparifon  be¬ 
tween  Great-Britain  and  the  Netherlands, 
he  obferves,  that,  remitting  and  intermit¬ 
ting  fevers,  and  the  dyfentery,  which  are 
periodical,  and  rage  with  much  worfe  fymp- 
toms,  from  the  more  intenfe  heat  and 
m'oifture  in  the  Netherlands,  are  more 
gentle,  and  feldom  epidemic  in  Great- 
Britain,  (except  in  extraordinary  clofe 
and  hot  feafons)  which  are  /eldom  of 
long  continuance  there,  and  in  the  fenny 
trafts,  by  reafon  of  the  comparative  dry- 
nefs  of  the  foil,  its  freedom  from  marflies, 

17- 

the  conflant  perflation,  and  the  mode¬ 
rate  and  interrupted  heat  of  our  fummers ; 
and  that  our  blood  is  liable  but  to  a  fmall 
degree  of  putrid  acrimony  to  what  theirs 
is  in  the  hotter  countries :  and  what  Sanc- 

torius 
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torius  fays  of  the  winters  in  Italy  is  more 
or  lefs  applicable  to  all  the  feafons  in 
Great  -  Britain,  viz.  Adiapneufiia '  qu(Z 
cejlate  fehrem  malignam^  hyeme  vix  minim  am 
alterationem  ejicere  poteji^  corpora  enimacriore 
perfpirabili  cejlate  referta  funt  quam  hyeme. 

Now  if  all  this  be  true  of  England, 
it  will  hold  ftill  more  in  Ireland,  where 
our  fummers  are  remarkably  more  cool 
and  temperate. 

IV.  That  the  weather  has  a  powerful 
immediate  influence,  if  not  in  the  ge¬ 
neration,  at  leafl:  in  the  propagation,  in- 
creafe,  and  abatement  of  difeafes,  further 
appears  alfo  from  hence. 

There  is  fcarce  any  phyfician  conver- 
fant  in  pra<5lice  here  but  muft  have  ob« 
ferved  a  remarkable  greater  degree  of 
healthinefs  when  in  a  fummer  feafon  the 
weather  fets^  in  for  fair  arid  ferene  for  a 
confiderable  time  ^  as  likewife  that  any 
great,  notable,  and  fu'dden  changes  of  wea¬ 
ther,  (as  particularly  a  fudden  onfet  of 
winter)  are  generally  followed  by  a  far 
I  greater 


INTRODUCTION. 

greater  frequency  of  colds  and  inflam-^ 
matory  diforders :  but  more  particularly 

The  greater  or  lefs  fatality  of  the  epi¬ 
demic  catarrhal  fever,  with  which  we 
have  been  four  times  vifited  within  the 
compafs  of  thefe  obfervations,  was  re¬ 
markably  influenced  by  the  feveral  refpec- 
tive  feafons  in  which  it  invaded  us ; 
for  when  it  came  in  Oftober  1737,  the 
weekly  bill  of  mortality  at  its  greateft 
height  rofe  to  a  hundred  forty-four ; 
when  it  came  in  May  1743,  it  rofe  only 
to  fixty-feven  3  when  in  February  and 
March  1732-3,  to  ninety-eight,  viz.  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  different  warmth  of  the 
feveral  feafons  encouraging  or  difcourag- 
ing  the  difcharge  by  the  fkin,  which  was 
the  natural  crifis. 

Again,  that  in  a  ferene  and  dry  flate 
of  the  air,  whether  very  hot  or  very  cold, 
long  continued  inflammatory  fevers  pre¬ 
vail ;  and  that  in  moift  and  warm  con- 
ftitutions  of  the  air,  long,  intermitting, 
flow,  putrid,  and  malignant  fevers,  pre¬ 
vail. 


I 
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prevail/is  agreed  by  all  obfervers ;  whick 
was  notorioufly  the  cafe  here  .alfo  in  the 
rainy  years  of  1734,  1735,  when  our 
fummers  were  like  winters,  and  our  win¬ 
ters  wanted  their  ufual  cold  and  froft. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  weather  here 

« 

and  in  England  at  that  time;  and  in 
both  places  the  fame  kind  of  difeafcs  greatly 
prevailed,  viz.  the  intermittent,  remittent, 
and  flow  nervous  fever,  which  diforders 
were  remarkably  banifhed  by  the  great 
froft  of  1739,  1740,  and  the  fucceeding 
dry  feafon  1740,  1741;  in  the  hiftoryof 
which,  in  its  proper  place,  I  have,  fhewn 
that  this  and  the  moft  celebrated  of  the 
other  great  frofts  were  attended  with 
fimilar  difeafes ;  and  an  ague  was  fcarcelv 
to  be  feen,  until  the  return  of  the  rainy 
and  moift  feafons,  1744,  1745,  with 
which  the  intermittents  returned, '  and 
became  the  prevailing  difeafe. 

But  in  our  reafonings  on  the  operation 
of  the  weather  in  promoting  epidemic 

dif- 
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difeafes,  we  are  to  confider  its  pad:  as 
well  as  prefent  date.  Thus  catarrhs, 
coughs,  hoarfcneffes,  head-achs,  and  other 
diforders  depending  on  the  lymph,^  are 
not  always  the  immediate  efFeft  of  a  pre¬ 
fent  moift  temperature  of  the  air,  nor  do 
fometimes  happen  until  a  cold  and -dry 
temperature  fucceeds,  which  ftiutting  up 
the  pores,  retains  and  coagulates  the  redun¬ 
dant  moifture  colle<5led  in  the  preceding 
feafon ;  and  fo  dyfenteries  have  attended 
a  cold  and  moift,  fucceeded  by  a  hot  in¬ 
temperature  of  the  air,  the  firft  ftop- 
ping  perfpiration  and  accumulating  a  col- 
leftion  of  ferous  humours,  and  the  laft  fet¬ 
ing  them  in  afliion,  and  fometimes  vice 
verfa  :  on  which  account  the  worft  effefts  of 
the^  great  froft  in  1739,  did  not 

appear  until  the  thaw. 

I 

Upon  the  whole,  it  abundantly  appears, 
that  the  different  ftate  of  the  air  is  one 
principal  fomes  of  the  variety  of  epi-' 
demic  difeafes,  and  yet  not  the  foie,  but 

other 
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Other  noil-naturals,  and'  particularly  the 
diet  is  to  be  admitted  as  a  confiderable 
co-operating  caufe,  ..efpecially  in  the 
dearth  and  badnefs  of  provifions ;  '  as 
in  the' years  1728,  1729,  in  the  North, 
and  1741  throughout  the  kingdom. 


•  ^ 


/ 


\ 
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PART  IL  - 

Of  the  Air  and  Weather  of  Ireland 
in  General,  and  their  Influence  on 
the  Health  and  Difeafes  of  the 
Inhabitants,  and  fbme  Things  pe¬ 
culiar  to  it. 

I 

^  I H  E  air  of  Ireland,  in  general,  hath 
not  unjnftly  obtained  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  being  peculiarly  wholefome  and 
healthful,  not  only  becaufe  no  politive 
inftance  hath  been  produced  of  any  ve¬ 
nomous  creature  being  found  in  it,  but 
there  feems  to  be  fomething  in  it  that  re¬ 
fills  the  propagation  of  difeafes,  if  not 
alfo  of  poifonous  animals,  more  than  in 
the  air  of  feme  neighbouring  countries  : 
however,  Boate,  in  his  Natural  Hiftory 
of  Ireland,  obferves,  that  the  plague  which 
did  fo  often  and  cruelly  infeft  England, 
was  w'onderfully  rare  in  Ireland,  and 
fcarce  feen  once  in  an  age.  Per- 
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Perhaps  our  acute  difeafes  are  generally 
kfs  violent  and  lefs  inflammatory  than 
for  the  moft  part  in  England  t  however, 

1  have  be^n  not  only  aflured  th^lt  the  epi« 
demic  diforder  called  the  Dunkirk  fever^ 
was  milder  and  lefs  mortal  here  than  in 
England ;  but  tan  take  upon  mt  tO  affirm, 
that,  on  comparing  the  defcriptions  of 
two  epidemic  diforders  which  were  com¬ 
mon  to  both  countries,  and  raged  at  the 
fame  time  in  bothj  the  fymptoms  Were 
much  milder,  and  the  difeafes  lefs  mortal 
here  than  in  England.  The  dyfentery, 
which  in  hot  countries  makes  frequent 
returns,  and  often  dreadful  ravages,  fel- 
dom  vifits  us  in  an  epidemic  way.  The 
dry  belly-ach^  the  tetanus^  and  opiflho- 
tonos,  frequent  alfo  and  often  mortal,  and 
the  elephantiafis  and  lepra  arabum,  fo 
frequent  in  the  hot  climates,  are  fcarce 
known  among  us  *  and  even  the  raiies 
canina  is  alfo  much  lefs  frequent  than  in 
England;  and  the  healthinefs  of  our 
climate  in  general  appears  from  the  rarity 

C  2  of 
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of  any  notable  depopulating  epidemics 
among  us,  fo  great  that,  during  a  re- 
fidence  of  above  forty  years  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  phyfic  in  Dublin,  I  remember 
but  three  or  four  remarkable  inftances 
of  fuch. 

Our  weather  indeed  is  extremely  va¬ 
riable,  and  its  changes  often  fudden ; 
and  yet  the  changes,  and  their  confequent 
effefts,  are  far  lefs  confiderable  than  what 
Pifo  notes  of  the  Weft-Indies,  and  Bontius 
of  the  Eaft,  and  Profper  Alpinus  of 
Egypt,  with  refpe6l  to  the  extreme  cold- 
nefs  of  their  evenings  fucceeding  the  in- 
tenfe  heat  of  their  days,  to  the  great  pre¬ 
judice  of  the  health  of  men. 

And  whereas  in  Dublin  the  variation 
of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  in  twenty- 
four  hours  fcarce  exceeds  five  or  fix  de-, 
grees,  in  South-Carolina  there  have  been 
obferved  thirty  degrees  difference  in  twenty-^ 
four  hours  in  that  inftrument,  the  va¬ 
riation  of  which  there  alfo  is  eighty-three 
degrees;  but  here,  during  the  courfe  of 
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one  year,  it  did  not  exceed  thirty-fix  degrees 
(in  another  about  ^  forty-eight,  varying 

f  ■  ♦ 

from  twenty- feven  to  feventy-five.) 

Here  it  is  to  be  obferved  that  the  long 
duration  of  the  twilight  in  our  oblique 
fphere  contributes  much  to  make  the  tran- 
fition  from  the  heat  of  the  day  to  the 
damp  of  the  evening  far  Jefs  fudden  than 
in  other  fituations,  v.  g.  in  Barbadoes, 
where  the  right  afcent  and  defcent  of  the 
fun  makes  that  tranfition  far  more  quick 
than  in  Europe; 

At  the  fame  time  our  weather  is  ge¬ 
nerally  more  free  from  great  exceiTes  of 
heat  and  cold  than  theirs  in  England,  from 
our  fituation  farther  out  in  the  ocean : 
hence  the  fnow  lies  but  a  little  v^hile  here, 
and  it  hails  but  feldom,  and  in  thin  and 
fhort  fhowers,  and  the  hail-ftones  are  fo 
very  fmall  that,  the  authentic  accounts 
we  have  from  England  of  fome  of  their 
hail-ftones  being  fix  inches,  and  fome  nine 

*  Boate’s  N^t.  Hift,  of  Ireland. 
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inches  in  circumference,  and  fome  tha? 
lately  fell  at  Williamiburg  in  Virginia  a^ 
big  as  hens  eggs,  and  others  a?  big  as 
goofe  eggs,  and  proving  fatal  to  partridges, 
hares,  cattle,  and  people  would  feem. 
almoft  incredible  to  us,  were  not  thefe 
,  accounts  further  confirmed  by  divine  au¬ 
thority  in  the  facred  writings  ;  -f  where 
we  read  that  God  deftroyed  the  enemies 
of  Ifrael  with  haihftones,  which  killed 
more  than  the  children  of  Ifrael  flew  with 
the  fword  ;  and  whilft  I  am  on  the  praifes, 
of  this  ifiand,  it  were  injuftice  to  be  filent 
as  to  our  comparative  exemption,  not 
only  from  the  dreadful  hurricanes  that 
frequently  infeft  our  colonies,  but  even 
from  the  violent  ftorms  which  we  frcr  ' 
quently  hear  of  from  England,  tearing 
up  trees  by  the  roots,  &c,  which  ar^ 
but  rarely  felt  here  to  that  degree. 

The  comparative  heat  of  the  feveral 
feafons  in  London  and  Dublin  is  thu^ 
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eftimated  by  that  curious  obferver  Dr. 
Bryan  Robinfon  *. 

In  London.  In  Dublin 

Winter  ;  .  .  I  *00  •  »  •  ■  1  *4^ 

Spring  ....  3,00  ....  2.14 

Summer  .  .  .  5.00  ....  4.68 

Autumn  ....  3.00  .  .  ;  .  3,80 


j  2.00 


12.07 


This  greater  warmth  of  our  air  than 
is  common  to  fo  northern  a  lituation  is 
probably  the  caufe  why  the  perfpiration 
of  the  human  body  is  fo  great  here,  viz, 
which  being  eftimated  at  a  medium  for 
the  whole  year  in  Dublin  1721  and 
1744,  on  a  comparifon  made  in  the  fe-  ' 
veral  places  pnder-mentioned,  was  as 
follows  ; 

*  Obfervations  on  the  Virtues  and  Operations  of 
Medicines, 
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In  Dublin,  1721 

1.141 

1744 

0,980 

In  Cork 

1.472 

In  England 

00 

0 

‘Im  South  Carolina 

0.927 

*In  Italy 

1.480 

From  whence  it  fhould  appear  .that  the 
perfpiration  in  Ireland  is  greater  than  in 
England  5  and  in  South  Carolina,  and 
in  Coihe,  almoft  eqnal  to  what  it  is  in 
Italy.  . 

But  thqugh  our  air  be  temperate  as 
to  beat  and  cold,  the  country  has  not 
unjuftly  acquired  the  appellation  of  matula 
Jovisy  from  its  redundant  moifture,  eafily 
accounted  for  from  our  fituation  farther 
out  in  the  ocean,  and  oqr  nearer  approach 
to  the  vapours  brought  to  us  on  the  v^ings. 
of  our  predominant  W.  and  S,  W,  windsj, 
and  efpecially  more  peculiarly  from  fome 
point  of  the  fouth,  more  than  about  Lon¬ 
don,  as  appears  from  Diaries  of  the  wea^ 
ther  kept  in  both  places. 

The 


) 


INTRODUCTION.  xli 

The  fignal  moifture  of  our  air  further 
appears  from  our  frequent  wet  fummers, 
more  like  winter,  from  our  fogs  in  win¬ 
ter,  frequently  fo  loaded  with  vapours,  as 
not  only  to  increafe  the  v/eight  of  the 
hygrometer,  but  to  raife  the  mercury  in 
the  barometer ;  and  as  a  further  proof 
of  the  great  moifture  of  our  air,  the  firft 
named  inftrument  varied  in  its  weight  in 
feveral  years  from  two  hundred  forty-one 
to  four  hundred  and  thirty-three,  viz. 
a  hundred  and  ninety-two  grains. 

Our  linen  and  our  paper  imbibe  this 
moifture,  books  grow  mouldy,  our  woollen 
alfo  in-  rooms  without  a  fire  imbibe  , it, 
even  in  fummer  time  5  fo.  do  fait,  fugar, 
hops,  meal ;  and  our  corn  requires 
to  be  kiln-dried,  (a  pradlice  in  a  man¬ 
ner  unknown  in  fome  parts  of  England) 
and  Boyle  Godfrey,  the  chymift,  affirmed, 
that  the  fixed  falts  imbibe  much  more 
moifture  here  than  in  London;  and  a 
traveller  of  veracity  afTures  me,  that  the 
icicles  dangling  on  our  hair  in  travelling 
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!iere  in  frofty  weather,  are  not  obferved  on 
the  continent  of  America,  as  a  proof 
of  the  abundance  of  watery  vapours 
fufpended  in  our  air ;  from  all  which  it 
is  evident,  that  we  live  in  a  conftant  baU 
mum  vaporisy  which  undoubtedly  is  alfb 
imbibed  by  the  abforbent  veffels  on  the 
furface  of  our  bodies. 

t 

This  moifture  and  temperate  quality 
of  our  air  is,  however,  in  fome  refpefts,  a 
great  advantage  to  us,  whilft  it  fecures 
us  both  from  the  pernicious  effefts  of  ex- 
cefiive  heat  and  drought,  produftive  in 
warmer  climates  of  much  more  acute  and 
more  violently  inflammatory  diforders  than 
are  found  here  ;  but  likewife  from  the  ill 
effects  of  exceffive  cold  and  drynefs,  not 
lefs  remarkable  for  the  produ6lion.of  in¬ 
flammatory  difeafes  than  heat  and  dry¬ 
nefs,  as  appears  by  repeated  obfervations. 

The  watery  vapours  with  which  our  air 
abounds  ferve,  in  fome  meafure,  to  qualify 
the  crifping  drying  quality  of  bur  E.  N. 
and  N.  E.  winds,  and  at  the  fame  time 
yield  a  conftant  fomentation  to  our  fibres, 

and 


1 


I-N  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  O  N.  xliii 


and  being  imbibed  at  the  cutaneous  pores* 
dilute  our  blood  :  to  which  agrees  well  an 
obfervation  of  the  above  cited  late  Dr. 
Bryan  Robinfon  viz. '  In  the  mortal 
inflammatory  fever  defcribed  by  Taboi^ 
the  fpecific  gravity  of  the  ferum  was  nearly 
ten  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eight ;  but 
I  have  examined  the  ferum  of  the  blood 
of  many  perfons  under  inflammatory  fe¬ 
vers  in  this  kingdom,  but  never  found  it 
fo  great,  feldom  to  exceed  ten  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  fixty-nine,  which  per¬ 
haps  may  be  owing  to  the  air  being  moifter 
here  than  in  England.” 

That  the  moifl:  feafons  in  thefe  iflands 
are  remarkably  more  free  from  cpidemiic 
difeafes  than  the  dry  ones,  appears  from 
the  concurrent  teftimonies  of  the  late 
Englifli  writers  on  thefe  fubjedls,  compared 
to  fimilar  obfervations  made  here  ;  and 
the  florms,  the  ufual  concomitants  of  rain,  . 
are  found  alfo  in  both  places  to  be  at¬ 
tended  with  more  health  and  lefs  ficknefs 

^  Obfervations  on  the  Virtues  and  Operations  of 
Medicines. 
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than’ calm  weather,  as  dilEpating  the  va-«_ 
pours  which,  by  ftagnation,  might  prove 
,an  occafion  of  divers  difeafes. 

Thus,  upon’  a  review  of  the  bills  of 
mortality  kept  in  Dublin  for  forty  years, 
it  appears,  that  the  number  of  perfons 
buried  was  remarkably  the,  greateft  in' 
.dry  years,  and  vice. verfa,  v;g. 

'  A.  D.  Were  buried. 


2722 
1 723 

,  J724 

1729 

174.0 


3023' 
2963 
291J 
3  206 

3304 


-  *  •  A  ,  '  ' 
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Now  m  all  thefe  yqars  drought  pre- 
Yalled-r  indeed  the  fummer  of  1724  was 
wet,  blit  yet  otherwife  fair  weather  pre¬ 
vailed,  as  it  did  in  all  the  reft  of  thefe 
year's,  ^  particularly  and  memorably  in  the 
years  1 7 1 3  and  i  740,  the  laft  being  the  dry 
year  fucceeding  the  great  froft,  and  prefents. 
the  greateft. number  of  alh  .The  years  1704, 

-v, 

J723,  and  1740,  were  eminent  for  grekt' 
drought  beyond  moft  or  all  others  of  late 

obfer- 
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obfervation,  and  were  accordingly’v  very  f  ■ 
'  unhealthy  :  fuch  feafons,  happily  for- us, 

are  rare ;  fo  far  are  we  from  having  ^  • 

\ 

ca,ufe  of  complaint  of  our  frequent  rains. 


'On  the  other  hand, 


A.  D. 

Wore  buried. 

173a 

2.184 

*734 

24^6 

*735 

/ 

2196 

*743 

2193, 

1744 

1705  ■ 

1746 

2  i 

*957  _ 

*754 

r  a  wet. 

\  fummer 

1  *732 

:  ^ 

•;  *755’ 

r  all  the 
(feafons  w^et 

i  1B96 

;  j 

.1756  . 

f  fum'mer 
(  very  wet 

1  7 

-  ,  — 

00 

r  fumm^ 

(  rainy  - 

1.  *553 

Now  each  of  thefe  years  was  remark¬ 
able  for  a  redundant  moifture,  except  1743, 
which  was  attended  with  the  variable 
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weather  proper  to  the-country  s  but  1744- 
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was  remarkable  for  this,  that  It  ‘might 

be  called  the  year  of  floods :  the  year  1 7  46 

} 

alfo  was  a  moifi:  one,  and  prefents  us  vvith 
the  next  lead  number;  and  though  fe- 
veral  noted  perfons  died  of  fevers,  yet 
no  general  malignity  attended  them. 

Since  the  year  1746  to  1758,  the  bu-* 
rials  in  Dublin  have  lefTened  ;  however, 
the  far  greater  part  of  our  fummers  have' 
been  we|,  and  the  burials  never  exceeded 
two  -thoufand  eighty-eight,  but  moflly 
fell  much  fhort  of  that  number. 

This  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  Win- 
tringham’s  obfervation  of  the  mold  fea- 
fons  being  more  natural  and  healthful  , 
in  England,  and  vice  verfa  the  dry  ones, 
accompanied  with  eaderly  winds':  yet  it 
fliould  feem  that  we  are  not  to  under- 
dand  by  this  but  that  exceflive  and  long  ' 
continued  rains  and  moidure  are  alfo  un- 
wholefome,  and  produ6tIve  of  difeafes,  as  - 
well  as  exceflive  drought :  for  it  has  ap¬ 
peared  upon  a  review  of  a  long  ^  feries 

*  Short’s  Chronological  Hiil:,  of  the  Weather  and 
Scafons, 
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of  years,  that  of  exceffivc  rainy  years 
three  out  of  four  were  epidemic’  and 
mortal,  efpecially  when  attended  with  S.  or 
S.  W.  winds;  and  that  they  have  this  effeft, 
not  always  primarily,  but  confequentially, 
as  they  corrupt  and  fpoil  the  fruits  of 
the  earth.  ' 

It  would  be  perhaps  an  Inftance  of 
great  ralhnefs  as  well  as  partiality  to  the 
country,  to  alTert  that  no  inconveniencies 
are  atteiidant  on  the  prevailing  redundant 
moifture  and  comparative  warmth  of  our 
air;  and  that  it  has  no  influence  on  the 
bodies  of  the  inhabitants,  or  even  in  the 
produdiioh  and  propagation  of  our  en- 
demial  difeafes. 

For  we  are  aflbred  -f-,  by  good  au¬ 
thority,  that  the  inhabitants  of  wet  and 
damp  countries  are  fubjeft  to  catarrhs 
and  ferofities  of  all  kinds,  occafioned  by 
the  moifture  of  the  air  imbibed  by  the 
pores  of  the  fkin. 

And  from  this  caufe,  and  the  vidfiltudes 
of  the  weather,  we  may  undoubtedly  de- 

I 
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duce  the  produftion  and  propagation  of 
our  endemial  difeafes,  viz.  defluxions, 
coughs,  tumours  of  the  jaws,  and  anginas, 
which  make  up  near  three  fourths  of  the 
catalogue  of  our  prevailing  difeafes  here, 
as  well  as  at  Plymouth  ^ ;  and  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  that  the  ftubbornefs  and  fatality  of 
dropfles  in  this  country  may  alfo  be  owing, 
in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  moiflure  of  the 
climate,  as  well  as  the  intemperance  of 
the  people:  wheras  Pifo  •f',  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  obferves  that  in  Brazil,  the  operation 
of  the  paracentefis  is  early  and  happily 
performed,  otherwife  than  in  the  northern 
countries,  where  their  long  intemperance 
has  fixed  the  difeafc;  and  Towne  obferves 
the  fame  thing  in  Barbadoes,  viz.  that  the 
dropfy  generally  more  eafily  admits  of  a 
cure,  and  the  paracentefis  is  commonly 
performed  with  fuccefss  and  Bontius  makes 
^  a  like  remark  of  the  eafinefs  of  the  cure 
of  the  dropfy  in  the  Eaft- Indies. 

^  Huxham. 

t  Indiae  utriufq.  Hill.  Nat.  &  Med. 
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weather,  seasons,  and 
DISEASES  IN  DUBLIN. 

*Ai*  *.y  *4t*  *y  ^y  *y  *-y  *-y  *-y  ^ 


8  P  R  I  N  G,  1725. 

IK^MgjK^ARCH  was  moftly  fair  and 

k.JM()^)3Ck.jrf  i  r  ^  r-  •  ^  /t_  . 

plealant,  lometimes  lharp 

^^)eC59C^^  and  cold :  the  eleventh  high 

winds  at  S.  E.  The  princi-^ 

pal  winds  N.  E*  ^  " 

April  ^as  alternately  fair,  cloudy,  atid 

'  lliowery.  The  twentieth  and  twenty-firfl: 

a  good  deal  of  rain.  The  principal  winds 

S.  W. 

May  exhibited  a  good  deal  of  fair  wea¬ 
ther,  but  with  clouds  and  rain  interfperfed* 
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The  twenty- feventh  and  twenty-eighth 
ftormy :  the  twelfth  and  twentieth  hot, 
towards  the  end  cold.  The  principal 
winds  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  In  the  fpring 
intermitting  fevers  appeared,  which  vanifh- 
ed  at  the  beginning  of  fummer :  alfo  fome 
exanthematous  fevers  appeared,  which,  for 
for  the  moft  part,  were  not  dangerous. 

•  r  .  *  -  >  '  . 

*  »  .  «.  V  , 

S'U  M  M  E'  R. 

June.  Frequent  and  very  plentiful  rains, 
not  many  fair  days,  though  it  concluded 
fair  and  very  hot.  From  the  feventh  to 
the  feventeenth  very  cold  and  unpleafant. 
The  twenty- third  ftormy  and  cold.  The 
principal  winds  W. 

July.  Rain  and  cold  winds  prevailed 
until  the  twenty-third,  and  S.  W.  winds. 
The  feventh  and  eighth  ftormy. 

July,*  From  the  twenty*third  to  the  end 
moftly  fair,  fometimes  warm  with  S.  E. 
and  E.  winds. 

Auguft.  The  beginning  was  moftly  fair, 
but  the  remainder  was  frequently  cloudy^ 

wet. 
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wet,  and  cold.  The  ninth,  fixteenth,  and 
twenty- third,  much  rain,  the  principal 
winds  W.  and  S.  W*  In  fummer  there  was 
a  purple  petechial  fever  chiefly  among  the 
poor,  and  it  was  not  mortal. ' 

* 

AUTUMN. 

September.  The  firft  half  for  the  moft 
part  fair,  and  frequently  hot :  the  latter 
half  there  were  frequent  rains,  and  it  was 
much  colder.  The  twenty-feventh  and 
twenty-eighth  much  rain  and  high  winds. 
The  principal  winds  W.  and  N.  E. 

-  06lober  was  alternately  fair,  cloudy, 
and  foggy,  with  frequent  rains :  very  cold 
the  eighth  and  tenth.  High  winds  the  firft, 
twelfth,  thirteenth,  fevenjeenth,  twentieth. 
The  principal  winds  S.  E. 

November  was  fair,  cloudy,  and  wet  by 
intervals ;  much  rain  the  fifteenth,  fix- 
teenth,  and  twenty-ninth.  High  winds  the 
firft,  third,  fifteenth,  fixteenth,  twenty-fifth 
and  twenty-ninth :  the  twelfth,  thirteenth, 
and  fourteenth,  frofty.  The  principal  winds 

B  2  N.  W. 
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N.  W.  In  September  and  Oftober  a  re¬ 
mitting  fever  was  obferved,  chiefly  among 
the  poor,  fometimes  attended  with  purple 
fpots,  and  commonly  ending  with  a  fweat 
in  fifteen  days,  and  not  mortal. 

The  fum  total  of  burials  in  Dublin 
in  1724  was  two  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  forty-one, 

WINTER,  1725,  1726. 

December.  Frolly  in  the  beginning  and 
fome  fnow  :  elfe  alternately  fair,  cloudy, 
and  wet.  A  ftorm  the  fccond :  high 
winds  the  fifth,  ninth,  twentieth,  twenty- 
firfl:,  and  twenty-fccond.  The  principal 
winds  W. 

January  was  a  month  of  the  hardeft 
weather  for  fnow,  rains,  floods,  and  great 
inundations  over  all  Europe  that  ever  was 
known.  High  winds  the  firfl:,  fecond, 
fifteenth,  and  twenty- fev'enth.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  winds  N.  W.  and  S.  W. 

February  was  cloudy,  rarely  fair,  cold, 
wdth  frequent  fliowers  of  fnow  or  fleet. 

The 
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The  third  and  fixth  much  rain  j  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  ftormy ;  the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty- 
fixth  frofty, 

i 

summary. 

The  fpring  inclined  to  fair  and  dry. 
The  fummer  wet  and  cold,  as  over 
the  greateft  part  of  Europe.  , 

The  autumn  variable. 

If 

A  cold  winter,  fnow  and  rain  frequent. 
SPRING. 

March.  A  good  deal  of  fair  weather, 
though  not  without  clouds  and  rain ; 
fome  cold,  fome  warm  days.  The  twenty- 
fecond  and  thirty-firfl:  ftormy.  The  prin-' 
cipal  winds  S.  W. 

April.  A  good  deal  of  fair  weather, 
with  ihowers  interfperfed.  The  thirteenth 
ftormy.  The  principal  winds  S.  W.  and 

N.  W. 

« 

May,  The  fair  weather  of  the  two  pre¬ 
ceding  months .  continued,  and  it  was 

•  ' 

warm  j  thunder  pretty  frequent  ■,  not 

B  3  much 
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much  rain.  The  principal  wii)ds  S.  W;. 
and  W, 

SUMMER. 

June.  Alternately  fair,  cloudy,  and  fre^ 

quent  rains,  and  fometimes  very  hot.  The 

principal  winds  S,  W.  and  S.  E. 

July.  Fair,  ‘but  frequent  clouds  and 

«  * 

rainj  the  two  laft  days  ftormy.  The 
principal  winds ’S.  W.  and  N.  W. 

Auguft.  A  good  deal  of  fair  weather, 

j 

and  often  hot  and  fultry,  and  frequent 
clouds  and  rain.  The  principal  winds 

S.  W:andW.  . 

*  \ 

i 

■  AUTUMN.  ■ 

September.  A  prevalence  of  cloudy  and 
rainy  weather  ;  fome  fair  days,  and  con¬ 
cluded  fair.'  The  principal  winds  W. 

October.  Fair,  cloudy,  and  foggy; 
little  rain :  from  the  eighteenth  to  the 
twenty-firft  windy.  Winds  Wt*N.  W, 
and  S.  W.  '  ‘ 

I 

November.  Alternately  fair,  cloudy, 
hazy,  foggy,  and  wet ;  the  twelfth  fnow  ; 

-  '  i  t  ■■  t 

*  .  the 
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the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fourth  ftormy. 
The  principal  winds  S.  W. 

W  I  N*  T  E  R;  1726,  1727.  , 

December.  Moft  of  the  forepart  of  the 
month  a  hard  froft,  and  fometimes  hail 
and  fnow ;  afterwards  alternately  fair, 
cloudy,  and  wet.  The  principal  winds 
N.  W.  andS.  W.  ‘  ^ 

January.  Alternately  fair,  cloudy,  and 
wet,  and  fometinies  a  little  froft  and 
fnow-:  three  ftormy  days.  The  princi- 

,  ^  'll  •. 

pal  winds  S.  W. 

February.  Alternately  cloudy,  wet,  and 
fair:  froft  fcarce  above  once  or  twice. 
Three  ftormy  days.  The  principal  winds 
E,  and  S.  W, 

s  U  M  A  R  Y, 

Spring,  fair  and  dry,  . 

Summer,  variable.  ’ 

Autumn,  variable,  ■  ' 

Winter,  for  the  moft  part  open. 

Jn  July  the  cholera  morbus  was  frequent. 

B  4  The 


8  '  HISTORY  OF 

The  Aim  total  of  burials  in  Dublin  276^, 

I 

SPRING.  -  - 

'  .  ^  4 

,  March.  The  fore  and  greater  part  of 

the  month  generally  fair  a,nd  cold  :  the 

laft  ten  days  frequent  rains.  The  princir 

_  _  _ 

pal  winds  E.  S.  E.  and  N.  E. 

April.  Clouds  arid  frequent  rains,  and 

/ 

fometimes  winds  through  the  month,  and 
feverai  fair  days.  The  winds  moftly  S.  E. 
E.  and  N.  E. 

♦  y ' 

May.  Cloudy,  and  a  good  deal  of  rain, 

.  efpedally  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  and 
frequently  windy  :  feyeral  fair  and  warm 
days.  The  principal  winds  S.  E,  and  £♦ 

SUMMER. 

June.  Cloudy,  rain,  and  fair  weather 
alternately.  The  principal  winds  at  fome 
point  of  theE. 

July.  Frequently  cloudy  and  wet 
through  the  month.  Several  fair  days. 
The  principal  winds  S.  E.  and  S.  W 
Auguft.  Fair  weather  generally  through 
the  month,  ei^cept  fome  plentiful  rains  near 

the 
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the  end.  The  principal  winds  N.  W, 
S.  E.  and  S.  W. 

AUTUMN. 

Septembep.  FrequentJy  wet  and  windy 
through  the  month  ;  yet  many  fair  days. 
TThe  principal  winds  S.  W. 

06lober.  Rains  very  frequent  through 
the  month  and  winds  frequent,  efpeci- 
ally  the  fore  half  of  it  :  mizzling  fogs, 
and  fome  fair  days  the  latter  part  of  the 
month.  The  principal  winds  N.W. 

November.  Alternately  fair,  cloudy, 
foggy,  and  rainy.  The  principal  winds 
S.  V/.  and  N.W. 

<54-  /  Ur  +  ■ 

W  I  l!f  T  E  R,  1727,  1728. 

Decernber.  Alternately  fair,  cloudy, 
foggy,  and  vyet :  a  little  fnow  and  froft. 
The  eleventh  and  twelfth  a,  ftorm.  The 
principal  wind.  N.W. 

January.  Clouds  aiid  rain  frequent ; 
fometimes  foggy,  fometimes  windy  :  feye- 
ral  fair  days.  The  winds  S.  E.  and  S. 

February. 
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February.  Fair  weather  prevaile^^  but 
not  without  clouds,  rain,  and  fogs  inter- 
pofed.  The  feventeenth  ftormy.  The 
principal  winds  E.  W.  and  W, 

SUMMARY. 

The  fpring  variable.  ^ 

Summer  variable,  inclined  to  fair  and 
<3ry. 

Autumn  wet. 

Winter  mild  and  open. 

In  April  the  pleurify  was  epidemical 
and  mortal  in  the  country,  defs  in  the 
city.  The  fmall-pox  this  year  vvere  very 
epidemical  and  mortah ,  '  ^ 

In  November  in  StafFordfhire  and  Shrop-' 
ihire  their  horfes  were  fuddenly  feized  with 
■  a  cough  and  weaknefs,  difabling  them  from 
labour  f  and  in  December,  both  in  Dub¬ 
lin,  and  the  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
the  horfes  were  feized  with  a  cough  and 
fliortnefs  of  breath,  and  fometimes'  a  fore- 
thoatj  feme  bled  at  the  ndfe."  A  large 
difeharge  of  thick  phlegm  from  the  noTe, ' 

long 
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long  continuing,  was  falutiferous.  Some 
died  in  the  ftreets,  partly  through  the 
careleffnefs  of  their  mafters  exercifing 
them  abroad,  even  during  this  diforder, 
partly  through  negledl  of  bleeding  and 
purging,  and  partly  from  improper  me¬ 
dicines. 

December  25.  The  horfes  growing  bet¬ 
ter,  a  cough  and  fore-throat  feized  man¬ 
kind  in  Dublin,  Compare  the  years  1750 

••v  »  .  • 

and  1760. 

The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  in 
Dublin,- 2946* 

S  P  R  I  N  G,^  1728. 

March.  Alternately  fair,  cloudy,  wet, 
and  windy.  The  principal  winds  W. 
and  N.  W.  . 

April.  Alternately  fair,  cloudy,  and 
rainy;  and  a  little  wind  :  fometimes  gluts 
of  rain  5  more  frequent  the  latter  part  of 
the  month.  The  principal  winds  various 
N.W.  S.  E.  W.  S.W.  andN.  &c. 

May, 
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May.  Fair  weather  prevailed  ;  but 
clouds  and  rain  frequently  iriteVpofed  j 
and  foiue  brifk  winds  by  turns.  The 
principal  wind  N.  W, 

In  May  intermittent  fevers  were  fre¬ 
quent.'- 

SUMMER. 

June.  Cloudy  and  a  good  deal  of  rain 
through  the  month,  and  brilk  winds>  efpe- 
ally  the  fore  parf  of  the  month  ;  feveral 
-  fair  days.  The  principal  winds  W. 

July.  Alternately  fair,  cloudy;  wet, 
and'  fometimes  windy.  The  principal 
winds  N.  W.  and  W. 

Auguft.  Fair  and  cloudy  weather  alter¬ 
nately,  and  a  little  rain  now’  and  then, 
and  high  winds  frequent.  The' principal 
-winds  W.  N.  W.  and  S.  W. 

«  Intermittent  fevers  mentioned  in  May, 
continued  in  Junes  ^nd  often  attacked  in 
the  form  of  a  periodical  headrach,  ' 

The  twenty- third  of  June  ice  was  found 
in  the  river  Liffy. 

AUTUMN- 
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AUTUMN.  / 

/ 

September,  Cloudy,  and  much  rain 
through  the  month ;  fome  fogs,  a  little 
windy  the  fore  part  of  the  month.  Tho 
principal  wind  E.  ' 

06lober.  Alternately  fair,  cloudy,  wet, 
and  fometimes  windy  the  fore  part  of  the 
month  ;  the  latter  part  fair  and  gloomy. 
Winds  N.W.  and  S.  W.  the  fore  part  of 
the  month,  S.  E.  and'E.  the  latter  part: 
concluded  with  a  ftorm  at  S.  W, 

November.  The  fore  part  of  the  month 
cloudy,  hazy,  frequent  rains,  and  fome 
winds  ;  then  frequent  mow,  fleet,  hail, 
and  frofl :  ended  windy  and  moift.  The 
principal  wind  W.  .  - 

WINTER,  1728,  J729. 

December.  Cloudy,  wet,  fometimes 
windy  :  fome  fair  days  :  frofl:  and  fnow 
more  fevere,  and  of  longer  duration  here 
and  in  England  than  for  many  years  paft. 

The 
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The  principal  winds  N.  N.W.  N.E.  and 
S.  E. 

January.  Alternately  cloudy,  rainy, 
mizzling,  foggy  :  fome  froft  :  windy  about 
’  the  middle  of  the  month.  The  principal 
wind  W. 

February.  .  Cloudy,  rainy  5  a  little 
windy  Ibmetimes  :  feveral  fmart  frofts 
and  fair  days.  The  principal  winds  E. 
and  W. 

In  December  a  petechial  fever  was  ob- 
ferved  5  but  not  mortal  j  nor  was  the 
pulfe  quick. 

SUMMARY. 

The  fpring  mild,  and  for  the  moft  part 
fair. 

‘A  wet  fummer. 

Autumn  variable. 

Winter  variable,  inclined  to  froft. 

SPRING,  1729. 

March.  Alternately  cloudy,  hazy,  wet, 
fometimes  windy,  fometimes  fnow,  and 

fome 
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fome  froft*  The  principal  winds  W. 
andE.  ^  ■  ' 

April.  Little  rain,  but  moftly  dry 
and  fair,  with  almoft  a  canftant  feries  of 
eafterly  winds. 

May.  Fair  weather  prevailed,  but  with 
fains  frequently  interfperfed.  The  wind 
very  variable,  moftly  N.  W,  S.  E.  and  W. 

Intermittent  fevers  were  epidemic  in 
April ;  and  fome  of  the  petechial  kind  : 
nor  was  this  altogether  peculiar  to  us : 
for  at  that  fame  time  we  were  informed 
that  intermittent  and  other  fevers  were 
frequent  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Glou- 
cefter  and  London  j  and  very  mortal 
in  the  country  places,  but  lefs  in  the 
cities.  - 

SUMMER. 

June.  Cloudy  and  frequent  rains  through 
the  month  ;  and  fair  days  alfo  pretty  fre¬ 
quently  interfperfed.  The  principal  winds 
W.  S.E.  E.  and  S.  W. 

/  ■ 

July. 


S 
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July.  The  firfl:  twelve  days  moftly 
fair  and  dry,  and  a  feries  of  Eafterly ' 
winds  for  the  moft  part:  the  reft  of  thd 
month  W.  and  N.  W.  with  frequent  rains, 
and  feveral  fair  days  interpofed. 

Auguft.  Except  the  beginning  and  nedf 
the  end,  when  there  were  frequent  rainsj 
the  middle  and  greater  part  of  the  month 
was  fair.  The  principal  wind  E. 

AUTUMN.’ 

September  wet  and  windy,  efpecially 

r 

the  latter  part  of  the  month,  but  many 
fair  days.  The  principal  winds  S.  E.  E. 
S.  and  W. 

06tbber  alternately  cloudy,  hazy,  rain, 
and  fair  weather,  and  fometiities  windy. 
The  principal  winds  W. 

November.  A  month  of  much  rain, 
and  ftormy:  very  few  fair  days.  The 
principal  winds  W.  N.  W.  and  S. 

From  Auguft  to  Oflober  a  petechial 
fever  appeared,  in  which  the  primae  viae 
and  head  were  much  affefted:  it  feldom 
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proved  mortal,  and  vani&ed  without  fcn- 
fible  evacuation,  the  urine  continuing 
crude,  with  a  languid  motion  of  the* 
blood. 

In  November  raged  an  univerfal  epide¬ 
mic  catarrh,  fcarce  fparing  any  one  fa¬ 
mily,  being  attended  with  a  cough,  fo re¬ 
liefs  of  the  breaft,  with  fome  pain  of 
the  head  and  back,  and  a  flight  fever. 
It  was  common  to  us  and  London,  Dor- 
fetlhire,  &Ci  and  proved  fatal  chiefly  to* 
old  perfons.  It  vifited  London  before  us, 
where,  in  the  beginning  of  the  month, 
there  died  nine  hundred,  and  by  November 
the  eighteenth,  a  thoufaiid,  which  is  faid 
to  be  more  than  have  died  in  that  city  in 
the  fame fpace  of  time  fince  the  year  1665. 

In  Dublin,  December  the  thirteenth,  the 
weekly  bill  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
eighteen,  near  double  the  ufiial  number. 
It  is  faid  that  the  like  epidemic  prevailed 
over  great  part  of  Europe  this  year. 

Compare  the  years  1732-33,  1737? 

and  1743* 


W  I  N- 


W  I  N  T  E  1729,  1730. 

December  much  rain  and  winds,  and 
this  difpofition  feerns  to  have  prevailed 
elfe where  5  for  there  were  great  floods  in 
England  and  in  Italy  :  often  foggy  and 
hazy.  The  principal  winds  W,  S.  W. 
and  S.  E. 

January  fair,  hazy  and  foggy :  little 

r 

rain :  high  winds  the  twenty-fecond, 
twenty-eighth,  twenty-ninth.  The  thirty- 
firft  froft,  being  the  firfl:  hard  weather  this 
winter.  The  principal  wind  W. 

February  much  rain,  and  frequent  high 
winds;  at  the  latter  end  froft  and  fnow. 
The  principal  wind  W. 

SUMMARY.  .r 

A  cold  and  dryfpring,  ' 

A  dry  fummer  moftly. 

Autumn  inclined  to  wet  and  windy.  ' 

Winter  open,  much  rain,  and  fome- 
what  windy, 

-r  ,  vv  i'  The 
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The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  three 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  fix,  a  large 
number,  to  which  the  epidemic  catarrh 
contributed* 


SPRING,  17^0. 


March.  Much  rain:  a  few  fair  days. 
The  feventh,"  eleventh,  and  -  twelfth, 
windy.  The  principal  winds  W.  and , 
N.W.  '• 


ApriL  The  firft  half,  and  great  part  of 
the  month,  was  frequently  cloudy  and' 
wet  \  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  windy,  and 
the  principal  winds  N.  W.  but  from  the 
eighteenth  to  the  end  it  was  fair,  and. the 
principal  wind  E.  .  ^  * 

May.  The  dry  weather;  with  E.  and 
/N.  E,  winds,  continued  to  the  tenth  day  j 
after  which  there  were  not  many  days 
free  from  rain.  The  twenty-ninth  and 
thirtieth  windy.  The  principal  winds  E. 
W.  and  S.  .  ^  . 

C  2  S  U  M. 
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SUMMER.  ■ 

June.  Cloudy,  rainy,  and  cold  wea¬ 
ther  prevailed  :  windy  for  the  fore-part, 
of  the'  month.  ,  The  principal  winds 
W.  N.  N.  W.  and  E. 

July.  Cloudy  and  wet  weather  ftill 
prevailed  :  few  fair:  days.  The  firft,  fe- 
cond,  and  twenty-ninth  windy.  The 
principal  winds  N.  W.  and  W. 

Auguft.  Fair  and  dry  weather,  pre¬ 
vailed,  though  hazy,  cloudy,  and  wet 
by  turns.  The  principal  winds  S,  W. 
E.  and  W. 

Intermittent  fevers  r^were  frequent  in 
May,  as  they  were  alfo  in  fummer,  both 
here  and  in  London,  and  elfewhere  in’ 
England,  and  often  obftinate* 

*  .44 

•  -  AUTUMN.  ■ 

September.  Fair  weather  prevailed:  the 
tenth  reniarkably  cold,  cloudy,  and  wet, 
between  whiles.  The  twentieth,  twenty-' 

/  firft, 
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firft,  and  twenty-lecond  a  damp  fog. 
The  principal  wind  W. 

Oftober,  excepting  a  few  fair  and  fome 
hazy  days,  cloudy  and  rainy  weather  pre¬ 
vailed,  and  it  was  windy  near. the  end. 
The  principal  winds  W.  and  S.  E. 

November  alternately  foggy,  wet, 
cloudy,  and  fair,  fometimes  windy:  the 
laft  week  froft.  The  principal  v]/ind  W. 

WINTER,  1730,  1731. 

December  many  fair  days,  fome  cloudy, 
hazy  and  foggy:  rain  frequent.  The 
ninth  windy.  The  principal  winds  W, 
and  N.  W. 

f 

January.  The  beginning  of  the  month 
variable ;  from  the  ninth  to  the  twenty- 
third  moftly  fair,  fometimes  hazy  and 
foggy  :  near  the  end  more  wet,  with  fnow 
and  fleet.  The  principal  wind  W. 

February  cloudy  and  wet  through  great 
part  of  the  month,  the  ninth  a  great  ■ 
ftorm:  the  fecond  a  hard  froft.  The 
principal  winds  S.  S.  W.  and  W. 

C  3  SUM- 
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SUMMARY, 

The  fprlng  variable.  . 

Summer  wet. 

Autumn  variable. 

Winter  open,  mild,  and  comparatively 
dry. 

The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year 
two  thpufand  pne  hundred  and  eighty- 
four. 

.  S  P  R  I  N  G,  1731. 

March.  *  Uncommonly  ferene,  calmi 
and  dry.  The  principal  winds  W.  S.  W. 
and  N.  W.  The  month  concluded  with 
S*  E.  and  E.  winds. 

'  April.  An  uriufually  dry  and  cold 
month  for  the  moft  part :  a  little  Ihow. 
The  fifteenth,  fixteenth,  and  twenty-fifth,, 
rainy.  The  principal  winds  S.  E.  N.  E. 
and  E. 

May.  The  cold  weather  continued  to 
the  thirteenth  day.  The  firft  nineteen 
days  alternities  of  fair,  cloudy,  and  wet 

weather  ; 

\  V  4  ^ 
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weather :  from  the  twentieth  to  the  .end 

moRly  fair  and  hot,  The  principal 
wind  W, 

The  dryncfs  and  coldnefs  of  the  fore¬ 
part  of  the  fpring  was  contmon  to  us  and 
other  parts,  particularly  to  the  Balticfc, 
to  Hamburgh,  and  to  fome  parts  of 
France. 

✓ 

T  .  ■  ■  ■ 

S  U  M  M  E  R.  ■  '  ‘ 

June.  Dry  and  frequently  fultry, 
though  with  cloudy,  hazy,  and  a  little; 

wet  weather  interfperfed.  The  principal 
wind  W. 

.  ^ 

July.  Generally  ferene,  dry,  and  fre-. 
quently  very  hot,  yet  rain  often  inter^ 
iperfed.  The  principal  wind  W.  r  r 
Auguft,  ’Generally  fair,  and  frequently 
hot.  The  twenty-third,  twenty- fourth, 
twenty-fifth,  and  twenty-lixth  rainy ; 
moftly  from  the  S,  E.  which  was  the 
principal  wind  of  the  month. 

Doftors  Rogers  and  Connel  agree,  that 
in  the  years  1727,  1728,  1729,  1730, 

C  4  1731, 
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173X3  the  reigning  fevers  in  Cork  v^^erQ 

for  the  moft  part  of  the  low  kind,  in 

which  the  pulfe  was  commonly  deprefled  5 

and  they  generally  did  not  bear  bleeding, 

*  ^ 
and  reigned  in  winter  as  well  as  fum- 

mer,  and  are  called  by  Rogers  the  en- 
demial  epidemics  of  Cork;  but  this  kind 
of  fever  at  the  time  above  mentioned 
'  was  far  from  being  peculiar  to  Cork,  and 
therefore  muft  have  been  owing  not  to  the 
particular  fituation  of  that  city,  but  to 
fome  more  extenfive  caufe  comrrion  to  it 
and  other  places :  for  upon  a  review  of 
the  reigning  weather  and  difeafes  in 
Dublin  at  the  fame  time,  viz.  1727, 
1728,  1729,  1730,  I  find  that  the  gene¬ 
ral  difpofition  of  the  weather  in  both 
places  was  to  a  redundance  of  moifture : 
the  winters  were  open,  there  was  very 
little  froft,  and  the  fummer  in  1730  was 
very  wet:  and  I  find  that  during  the 
fame  time  the  reigning  fever  in  Dublin  - 
was  precifely  of  the  fame  kind;  mild  a’^  ^ 
deceitful  in  its  firft  attack,  attended  ^ 
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a  deprefled  pulfe,  and  frequently  with 
petechise. 

In  Auguft  and  September  -  diarrhoeas 
were  frequent. 

AUTUMN. 

September.  Fair  weather  prevailed  :  fe- 
yeral  warm  days;  yet  frequent  rains, 
and  windy  at  the  beginning  and  end. 
The  principal  wind  W. 

Oftober.  Variable,  cloudy,  and  frequent 
rains,  fair,  mizzling,  hazy,  and  foggy 
alternately,  and  fometimes  a  little  windy. 
Winds  S.  W.  and  S.  E. 

November.  Cloudy  and  wet  weather 
prevailed,  and  fometimes  windy :  the 
twenty-fixth  a  froft.  The  principal 
wind  W. 

WINTER.  1731,  1732. 

December.  Cloudy,  moift,  and  rainy 
weather  prevailed  :  windy  fometimes.  Froft 
and  fnow  the  latter  part  of  the  month. 
The  principal  wind  W. 


Janu- 
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January.  Generally  cloudy  and  wet ; 
but  a  few  fair  days.  The  laft  two  weeks 
warm.  The  principal  wind  5.  E, 

February.  Cloudy,  wet,  windy,,  and 
unufually  warm  this  month.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  wind  W.  . 

-  '  SUMMARY: 

-  f 

A  dry  and  cold  fpring,  but  concluded 
hot. 

A  hot  and  dry  fummer. 

Autumn  variable,  and  fometimes 
windy.  '  ~ 

Winter  wet  and  warm. 

The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  2184. 

SPRING  1732. 

March.  Windy  at  the  beginning,  then 
alternities  of  fair,  cloudy,  and  wet  weather. 
The  tenth  and  eleventh  fnow,  the  twenty- 
fixth  hail  :  the  three  laft  days  plentiful 
rain.  The  principal  winds  N.  W. 

April.  Alternities  of  fair  and  cloudy 
weather,  and  fliowers.  The  fourteenth  and 

twenty- 
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twenty-ninth  hail.  The  principal  winds 
N.  S.  E.  N.  E.  S.  W. 

May.  Cloudy  and  rainy  weather  pre¬ 
vailed,  but  a  few  fair  days.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  winds  S.W.  S.  S.E.  and  E.  ? 

I 

In  the  three  fpring  months  coughs,  and 
a  few  peripneumonies,  and  aguifh  difor- 
ders  occurred,  which  laft  were  alfo  epi¬ 
demic  in  the  cpuntry  at  the  fame  time. 

p 

SUMMER. 

>  June.  Fair  weather  for  the  moft  part, 
but  a  little  rain.  The  principal  winds 
W.  N.W.  E.  and  S.  E. 

July.  Cloudy  and  rainy  weather  pre¬ 
vailed  5  fometimes  a  little  windy,  feveral 
fultry  days,  and  fome  cold.  The  princi¬ 
pal  winds  W.  N.  W.  and  S.  W. 

Auguft.  Fair  weather  prevailed.  The 
twelfth  and  thirteenth  much  rain  :  the 
twenty-fifth  and  twenty-fixth  windy.  The 
principal  winds  W,  and  E, 
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A  U  T  U  M  N. 

I 

September.  The  firft  nine  days  general¬ 
ly  fair,  the  reft  of  the  month  for  the  moft 
part  windy,  cloudy,  and  wet.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  winds  S.  E.  and  W. 

'  October.  Cloudy,  wet,  and  windy  wea~ 
ther  prevailed.  The  principal  wind  W. 

November.  Fair,  gloomy,-  fometimes 
foggy  :  frequently^  frofty :  little  rain  or 
v/ind.  The  principal  winds  N.  and 
N.  W. 

Some  agues  appeared  in  autumn,  both 
in  the  town  -and  country,  which  did  not  ^ 
wholly  difappear  in  the  winter. 

I  did  not  learn  that  -there  had  been 
any  thing  epidemic  this  fummer  or  au¬ 
tumn  5  the  few  fevers  that  I  met  with 
in  both  thofe  feafons  were  of  the  low 
kind. 

WIN  TER,  ^732,  1733* 

December.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
firft  thirteen  days  fair,  the  remainder 

clou- 
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cloudy,  wet,  and'  windy  :  a  very  *warni 
Chriftmas.  A  great  ftorm  the  twentieth  at 
night,  and  the  twenty-firft  at  W.  Another 
the  twenty-ninth  and  thirtieth  at  S.  W. 
and  W.  The  principal  winds  S.  E.  W.. 
and  S.  W. 

January.  Cloudy,  wet,  windy,  and  un- 
feafonably  warm:  a  few^fair  days  :  the 
fourth  aftorm  at  S.  and  S.W.  the  feventh 
another  at  S.W.  the  twenty-ninth  another, 
at  S.  W.  The  principal  winds  S.  W. , 

February.  Cloudy,  wet,  and  ftormy 
weather  continued  through  the  month  : 
fcarce  one  entire  fair  day,  viz.  the  ninth. 
The  firft  a  ftorm  at  S.  W.  The  third  and 
fourth  another  at  W.  and  S.  W.  The 
nineteenth  another.  The  principal  winds 
W.  S.  W.  and  N.  W. 

•  ^  •  i  - 

SUMMARY. 

'  .  •  I 

Variable  weather  in  the  fpring,  the  lalt 
month  rainy. 

Summer  moderately  fair  and  dry. 

Autumn  wet  and  windy. 

'  A  wet 
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A  wet,  windy,  ftormy,  and  warm  win¬ 
ter. 

The  clofe  of  the  year  exhibited  a  re¬ 
markable  epidemic,  of  foreign  original, 
and  like  that  above  defcrlbed  in  1729,  but 
more  mortal,  as  the  feafon  was  more  ad¬ 
vanced,  viz.  a  catarrhal  fever,  or  fever  of 
cold,  having  previoully  vilited  Germany 
and  Great  Britain,  and  fpread  itfelf  after¬ 
wards,  not  only  over  moft  parts  of  Europe, 
but  travelled  even  to  America,  being  per¬ 
haps  the  moft  univerfal  difeafe  upon  re¬ 
cord. 

It  began  at  Edinburgh  'December  fe- 
venteenth,  became  very  epidemic  the  twen¬ 
ty-fifth,  until  the  middle  of  January,  when 
it  began  to  decreafe,  and  diminifhed  daily 
till  the  end  of  that  month.  See  vol.  ii. 
Edinburgh  Medical  EJfays-y  where  it  is  alfo 
obferved  that  the  horfes  were  univerfally 
attacked  with  a  running  of  the  nofe  and  ' 
cough  towards  the  end  of  Oftober  and 
beginning  of  November  before  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  this  catarrhal  fever  among  men. 

It 
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It  made  its  appearancedn  Dublin  about 
the  end  of  January,  and  continued  through¬ 
out  the  month  of  February,  and  the  week¬ 
ly  bills  of  mortality  at  their  greatefl: 
height  were  169,  being  about  treble  their 
ufual  ftandafd  5  and  .  in  London  at  the 
height  of  this  epidemical  diforder  their  bills 
amounted  to  1588,  viz.  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  than  for  feventy  years  before,  *  - 
Very  few  efcapedit  here.  It  was  in¬ 
troduced  by  an  acute  fever,  but  of  fliort 
duration,  commonly  ending  in  a  running 
of  the  nofe  and  eyes,  more  rarely  a  cough. 
A  fpontaneous  fweating  commonly  attend¬ 
ed, '^and  relieved,  and  appeared  to  be  the 
natural  crifis,  though  bleeding  and  pur¬ 
ging  were  frequently  praftifed  with  fuc- 
cefs,  and  the  blood  drawn  was.obferved  to 
be  fizy.  ' 

It  proved  mortal  to  few  and  thofe  chief¬ 
ly  children,  and  afthmatic  and  confumn- 
tive  old  men ;  and  herein  it  remarkably 
differed  from  the  fudor  Anglicm^  to  whch 
children  and  old  people  were  lefs  fubje6l. 

Dr. 


^2  history  OF 

Dr.  Short’s  obfervation  in  his  Cronological 
Hiftory  of  the  Weather  and  Seafons,  may 
deferve  attention,  viz.  that  bleeding  was 
chiefly  ferviceable  to  thofe  who  had  a  pain 
or  weight  at  the  breafl:,  and  that  whilfl 
the  fever  was  coming  on,  not  going  off  i 
for  in  the  lafl:  cafe  it  hurted,  and  left  a  bad 
cough  and  weaknefs* 

N*  B.  The  Dunkirk  fever,  fo  called  froni 
its  •  being  brought  by  our  foldiers  from 
that  place,  and  which  Dr.  Mead  reckons 
a  fpecies  of  the  fudor  Angltcus,  which  vifi- 
ted  London  in  1713,  vifited  us  here  alfoj 
and  was  mortal  to  feW; 

The  author  mentioned  deduces  its  ori¬ 
ginal  from  the  plague,  which  a  few  years 
before  broke  out  at  Dantzic.  At  London 
it  began  only  with  a  pain  in  the  head,  and 
went  off  in  large  fweats,  ufually  after  a 
day’s  confinement  j  but  at  Dunkirk  it  was 
attended  with  the  additional  fymptoms  of 
vomiting,  diarrhoea,  &c.  See  Mead  of  the 
Plague. 


The 
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i 

The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  in 
Dublin  was  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
thirty-four- 

SPRING,  1733.. 

March.  Alternities  of  cloudy  and  fair 
Weather  at  the  beginning  •  but  the  fucceed- 
ing  and  greater  part  of  the  month  fre¬ 
quent  fnows,  rains,  and  fleets  and  excef- 
fivelycoldi  The  twenty^fifth  very  warm^ 
and  concluded  warm  and  fair.^  The 
Winds  N.  E.  S.  E.  N.  W.  and  R 

April.  Fair  and  dry  Weather  prevail¬ 
ed,  though  variegated  with  clouds  and 
rain.  The  principal  winds  E-  N.  E.^  and 
S.  E. 

May.  Uncomitloniy  fair  and  dry 
through  the  greateft  part  of  the  month. 
The  principal  winds  S.E.  E-  andN*  E- 

SUMMER- 

June.  Fair  and  dry  the  firfl:  fix  days : 
afterwards  ftlowers  were  interfperfed  ; 
though  fair  weather  prevailed  through 
the  month  in  general.  I’he  thirteenth  and 

D  twent 
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twenty-eighth  thunder.  The  principal 
wind  S.  E.  •  •  ' 

\ 

July.  Fair  and  dry  for  the  nioft  part. 

The  fifth,  fixth,  and  feventh,  hot  and  fultry ; 

the  fixteenth  and  feventeenth  thunder, 

* 

lightning,  and  rain.  The  principal  winds 
W.  and  N.W.  ' 

Auguft.  Cloudy,  /  and  frequently  wet 
and  windy  :  a  cold  month  and  a  fudden 
onfet  as  of  winter.  The  twelfth  a  ftorm 
at  W.  The  principal  winds  W.  N.W. 
and  S.W.  > 

AUTUMN. 

I 

September.  Some  fair  days,  but  for  the 
moft  part  cloudy,  wet,  and  windy.  The 
twent^-fixth  thunder.  The  principal  winds 
N.  W.  and  S.  E.  € 

f 

'October.  Moftly  fair  :  windy  towards 
the  end.  •  The  twentieth  a  hoar-froft.  The 
principal  winds  S.W.  S.  E.  and  N. 

November.  For  the  moft  part  cloudy, 
wet,  and  windy.  The  principal  winds  S.W, 
and  W,  ’  '  ’ 
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WINTER,  1733,  1734. 

December.  Wet  and  very  windy.  The 
eleventh,  twelfth,  thirteenth,  and  four¬ 
teenth,  ftormy  at  S.W.  the  thirteenth  thun¬ 
der  and  hail :  the  twenty-third  high  wind 
at  S.W.  with  lightning,  like  a  whirlwind 
or  tornado.  The  principal  winds  S.  W. 
and  S. 

■* 

January.  The  firft  feven  days  fome 
fnow  and  froft,  and  this  partly  with  a 
S.W.  wind  :  alfo  the  thirteenth  and  four¬ 
teenth  froft  :  the  ninth  and  tenth  rainy  : 
the  reft  of  the  month  for  the  moft  part 
fair,  and  fometimes  cloudy;  foggy,  and 
hazy  ;  winds  various,  W.  S.W.  S.E.  and 
N.W.  '  . 

February.  The  firft  half  of  the  month 
generally  fair  and  dry,  the  remaining  part 
moftly  cloudy,  wet,  and  windy  j  the 
twelfth  warm,  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  a 
ftorm,  and  continued  windy  the  three  fol¬ 
lowing  days.  The  principal  winds  W.  S.W. 
and  S. 

Da  S  U  M- 

'  S'  ■  ■ 
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SUMMARY. 

A  very  dry  fpring. 

A  dry  fummer,  but  ended  wet  and 
windy. 

A  wet  and  windy  autumn. 

A  wet,  windy,  and  very  warm  winter, 
and  fo  in  England.  The  primrofes  and 
violets  vvereblolToming  at  Chriftmas. 

Some  agues  and  intermitting  diforders 
and  anginas  occurred  in  the  fpring  5  but 
in  fummer  the  agues  became  very  epidemic, 
and  continued  iti  autumn  ^swhen  alfo  a 
few  fporadic,  low,  petechial  fevers  appear¬ 
ed,  and  feveral  diarrhoeas  and  dyfenteries  in 
autumn  and  in  December.  '  , 

Perhaps  the  drynefs  of  the  fpring,  and 
part  of  the  fummer,  may  be  here  obferved 
as  no  way  favouring  the  common  fqppofi- 
tion  of  the  aguVfh  conftitution  being  pro¬ 
moted  by  the  contrary  difpofition  of  the  air, 
viz.  redundant  moifture,  which  was  re¬ 
markably  the  cafe  in  the  two  following 
years.  »  . 


To 
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To  this  I  anfwer,  Firft,  that  in  account¬ 
ing  for  the  operation  of  the  weather  on 
human  bodies,  we  are  to  attend  not  only 
to  the  prefent  prevailing  ftate  of  the  air, 
but  alfo  to  the  preceding  condition  of  it; 
which  fometimes  may  not  operate  until 
fucceeded  by  a  contrary  temperature. 
Now  in  the  prefent  cafe,  it  is  certain  that 
the  preceding  winter  was  exceffively  moift 
and  warm,  and  even  the  preceding  autumn 
was  wet  and  windy :  and  as  the  petechial 
fever  which  attended  the  moift  winters  of 
1734  and  1735,  became  more  epidemic 
in  the  fubfequent  hot  fummer  of  1736, 
and  as  fome  inflammatory  diforders,  which 
owed  their  origin  to  the  intenfenefs  of  the 
cold  as  a  predifpofmg  caufe,  have  been 
obferved  to  become  more  frequent  on  the 
thaw,  •  why  might  not  the  like  viciflitude 
have  an  analogous  effe6l  in  the  prefent 
cafe? 

Secondly,  Different  difeafes  may  attend 
the  fame  ftate  of  the  weather  from  the 
'  difference  of  the  conftitutions  ,  of  men, 

D  3  which 
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v/hich  Dr.  Huxham  has  ingenioufly  ac¬ 
counted  for  in  his  Eifay  on  Fevers  in  the 
following  words :  “  Sometimes  intermit¬ 
ting  fevers  are  very  rife  and  contemporary 
with  epidemic  pleurifies  and  peripneumo- 
iiies,  as  was  particularly  obferved  in  the 
year  1744;  and  this  diyerfity  of  effefts 
from  the  cold  air  may  eafily  be  deduced 
from  the  diverfity  of  conftitutions ;  vi^. 
in  fome  bracing  up  the  fibres  and  infpif- 
fating  the  humours  to  that  degree  of  vif- 
cidity  as  to  produce  inflammatory  fevers ; 
whilfl:  in  others  of  a  laxer  habit,  it  only 
produced  fuch  a  degree  of  vifcidity  as  is 
proper  to  intermittents.” 

Thirdly,  According  to  Dr.  Short’s  ob- 
fervation  in  his  Chronological  Hiflory  of 
•the  Weather  and  Seafons,  on  a  review  of 
thefe  for  feveral  centuries,  it  appears,  that 
agues  attend  any  excefles  of  the  feafons, 
whether  the  exceflively  droughty  and  hot, 
or  the  exceflively  wet  and  rainy;  and  that 
they  are  alfo  the  produdl  of  inequalities  of 
the  feafons,  agreeably  to  the  above  obfer-  , 

vations 
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vations  cited  from  the  German  Eplieme- 
rides,  v.  g.  of  uncommon  heat  immedi¬ 
ately  fucceeding  fevere  cold,  or  intenfe 
cold  fucceeding  great  heat. 

’  The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  was 
two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eight. 

SPRING,  1734.  : 

March.  Wet  and  windy :  the  twenty- 
third  a  ftorm  at  S.  The  principal  winds 
S.  W.  and  W.  ‘ 

April.  Warm  andferene  like  June,  efpe- 
cially  to  the  fixteenth  day,  and  a  forward 
fpring:  the  latter  part  of  the  month 
fliowers  more  frequent,  and  fometimes  a 
little  hail :  the  nineteenth,  cold  and  aRorm 
at  night,  with  lightning.  The  principal 
winds  S.  E.  and  S.  W. 

May.  Unufually  cold,  with  alternities  of 
fair,  cloudy, ‘  and  wet  weather,  but  fre¬ 
quently  hail,  fome  hoar-frofts  and  fnow  ; 
fo  that  the  twenty-fourth  was  the  firft 
fummer-like  day.  The  fourteenth  and 

4. 

fifteenth hail,  thunder,  and  lightning: 

D  4  the 
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the  twenty-fixth,  twenty-feventh,  twenty- 
eighth,  a  great  fall  of  rain  with  N.  E.  and 
S.  E.  winds.  The  principal  winds  N. 
N.  W.  S.  E.  and  E. 

In  the  fpring  appeared  fome  agues  and 


SUMMER. 

June.  Cloudy  and  wet  weather  pre^ 
vailed.  The  principal  winds  S.  E, 

July.  Cloudy,  wet,  and  mizzling  we^- 
ther  prevailed.  The  principal  wind  W. 

Auguft.  Fair  weather  prevailed,  but 
clouds  and  fhowers  were  frequently  inter- 
fperfed :  the  latter  part  of  the  month 
windy.  The  principal  winds  W,  and 

s.  E.  :  '  •  ■  "  ■ 

In  the  fummer  agues  were  frequentt 
AUTUMN. 

•  .September.  The  beginning  and  end  of 
the  month  wet  and  windy,  the  middle 
moftly  fair.  The  principal  winds  W.  and 

S.  w.  '  '  ■'  ‘ 

I  Oftober, 

i  _ 


I 


THE  WEATHER.  41 

October.  The  firft  day  a 
S.  W.  and  thunder  and  lightning  r  elfe 
ferene,  cloudy,  hazy,  foggy,  mizzling  and 
rain  alternately.  The  principal  winds 
S.  W.  N.  W.  and  W. 

November.  Alternities  of  fair,  cloudy, 
hazy,  and  foggy  weather :  the  eighth  and 
twenty-feventh  froft,  twenty-fifth  and 
twenty-fixth  .  fnow,  '  twenty-eighth  and 
twenty-ninth  ftormy  at  W.  and  S.  W. 
twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth  rainy. 
The  principal  wind  S.  E.  • 

WINTER,  1734,  1735. 

December.  Cloudy,  rainy,  and  windy 
^yeather  prevailed  ;  a  few  fair  days :  the 
fourteenth  a  great  ftorm  at  S.  W.  the 
twenty-fecond  froft.  The  principal  winds 
w.  S.  W.  and  N.  W. 

January.  Cloudy,  rainy  and  windy 
weather  prevailed :  fometimes  foggy  and 
mizzling.  The  feventh  and  eighth  a  ftorm 
at  S.  W;  the.  ninth,  tenth,  fourteenth,  fif¬ 
teenth,  twenty-firft  and  twenty-fifth  froft. 
"  ’  '  The 
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The  principal  winds  W.  S.  W.  and- 
N.  W.  ■ 

February.  Cloudy,  mizzling,  and  moift  ^ 

for  the  mod:  part  to  the  feventeetith :  the 

fixth  warm  like  fummer  :  from  the  feven- 

» 

teenth  to  the  end  fairer :  the  nineteenth 
fnow  and  hail:  the  twenty-firft  froft. 
The  feventh,  tenth,  and  twenty-third 
windy  at  S.  W.  and  W.  the  principal 
winds  S.  W.  W.  and  N.  W. 

SUMMARY* 

The  two  firft  months  of  fpring  very 
warm  (and  fo  in  England)  but  follov/ed 
by’ a  cold  and  nipping  May,  which  hurted 
the  fruits,  and  burnt  the  grafs. 

A  wet  fummer  :  much  ftraw  and  little 
grain  :  grafs  plentiful  in  the  uplands. 

*  Autumn  variable. 

.  A  wet,  windy,  and  generally  mild 
winter.  • 

N.  B.  The  ftate  of  the  w^eather  in 
England  from  Short's  Chronological  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Weather  and  Seafons,  agrees . 
s  .  *very 
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very  nearly  to  ours,  viz.  From  Sep¬ 
tember  the  twenty-eighth  1731,  to  June 
the  twelfth  1734,  it  was  moftly  droughty* 
no  general  or  great  floods  or  rains,  and 
the  fprings  failed  in  moft  places:  theii 
June  the  twelfth  1734,  began  the  long 
wet  feafon,  and  continued  moftly  to  Fe¬ 
bruary  the  fecond  1736,  viz.  a  year  and 
eight  months,  after  two  years  and  nine 
months  drought.” 

In  autumn  (and  efpecially  in  winter, 
when  alfo  fome  agues  appeared)  we  had 
the  low  fever  called  nervous  (and  fome- 
times  petechial  from  the  fpots  that  fre¬ 
quently  attended,  altho’  probably  not  eflen- 
tial)  the  diftinguifliing  fymptoms  of  which 
were  chiefly,  that  the  firfl:  attack  was  fre¬ 
quently  flow  and  deceitful,  the  pulfe 
fometimes  fcarce  quicker  than  in  health, 
elfe  quick  and  low,  nor  .was  the  heat  great 
or  conftant :  they  had  frequent  fufpiria  or 
laborious  breathing. 

The  time  of  the  crifis  was  various,  as 
the  fevcnth,  eleventh,  fifteenth,  and  one 

'  and 


and  twentieth  days.  I  obferved  feveral  of 
thefe  to  recover  eafily. 

It  is  no  new  thing^  with  us  for  this  low 
kind  of  fever  to  prevail  in  the  winter  fea- 
fon  :  for  it  did  fo  likewife  in  the  fame 
feafon  in  the  morbid  conftitution  of  1727^ 
1728,  1729J  and  1730;  as  alfo  in  1735^ 
and  in  the  years  1745  and  1746. 

And  it  may  be  worth  obfervitlg  that 
this  diforder  is  far  from  being  peculiar  to‘ 
thefe  iflands  :  for  I  find  in  the  epidemic 
conftitutions  in  Germany,  that  the  pete¬ 
chial  and  purple  fpotted  fever,  wherein 
the  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe  and  heat  of  the 
body  was  fcarce  greater  than  in  health, 
did  as  frequently  attend  on  a  changeable 
ftate  of  weather  in  winter,  as  much  or 
rather  more  than  in  other  feafons  of  the 
year  5  and  moreover  I  find  by  a  medium 
taken  by  Dr.  Bryan  Robinfon,  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  deaths  each  quarter  for  forty  years, 
from  the  bills  of  mortality  in  Dublin,  that 
the  greateft  number  from  fever  adfually 
happened  in  the  winter-quarter  3  fo  that, 

altho* 


t 


THE  WEATHER.  45 

altho*  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  fever  in  the  fummer-quarter  was 
greater  than  either  in  fpring  or  autumn, 
yet  it  was  lefs  than  in  winter,  viz.  as  feven- 
teen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
three,  to  eighteen  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  eighty. 

It  is  moreover  obfervable,  that  this  and 
the  following  year  were  not  lefs  remark¬ 
able  for  extraordinary  moifture,  than  for 
the  prevalence  of  the.  fame  epidemic  dif- 

eafes,  viz.  chiefly  the  intermittent  and  low 

•  « 

kind  of  fevers.  The  fum  total  of  the 
burials  this  year  was  two  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  fixty-fix. 

SPRING  1735. 

March.  Cloudy  and  wet  weather  pre¬ 
vailed.  The  thirteenth,  nineteenth,  twen¬ 
tieth,  and  twenty-fourth  cold,  and  fome 
froft,  fnow,  or  hail.  The  principal  winds 
N.  E.  S.  E.  and  N.  W. 

April  was  alternately  fair,  cloudy,  and 
.  wet  as  ufual.  The  principal  winds  S.  E. 
W.  N.E.  andS.W. 


May 
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May  was  cold,  dry,  and  parching,  foriie- 
times  cloudy  and  a  little  wet,  fometimes 
hail.  The  principal  winds  N.W.  N. 
N.E.  ' 

'summer. 

June.  Cloudy,  wet,  and  cold  weather 
prevailed,  fometimes  windy.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  winds  W.  S.W.  and  N.W. 

July  was  cloudy,  wet,  and  cold,  fome- 

-  < 

times  windy,  few  fummer  days.  A  very 
backward  feafon  in  fruits  and  grain.  The 
principal  winds  N.W.  S.E.  S.  W.  and  W. 

Auguft.  The  firft  eleven  days  generally 
fair,  and  the  winds  S.E.  and  N.E. 
thence  to  the  end  wef  and  windy  with 
S.  W.  and  W.  winds. 

Hear  Dr.  Huxham’s  melancholic  de- 
fcription  of  their  fummer  this  year  at  Ply¬ 
mouth,  having  been  much  like  ours,  viz. 

‘‘  Omnes  fru6lus  horaei  acerbi  funt  &  im- 
matuii  :  vix  audis  cicadam  :  rari  volitant 

V 

papiliones  :  plurimae  aviculse  canentes  in¬ 
ter  plumas  exucndas  intereunt.” 

Agues,’ 


4 


THE  WE  AT  HE  R.  47 

Agues,  which  had  been  frequent  in 
April  and  May,  were  protra6led  to  June 
and  July,  and  required  the  utmofl:  atten¬ 
tion  and  fagacity  in  the  phyfician,  being 
frequently  difguifed  under  the  appearance 
of  other  difeafes  5  and  thofe  who  were  at¬ 
tacked  with  them,  were  fubjedt  to  .frequent 
relapfes :  and  Huxham  ihakes  the  like 
obfervation  of  the  agues  at  Plymouth  in 
the  years  1734  and  1735,  viz.  that  even 
the  vernal  tertians  were  very  obftinate, 
and  the  patients  fubjetl  to  relapfes  on  the 
flighted  occafions.  At  the  latter  end  of 
May  and  beginning  of  June,  flight  an¬ 
ginas  prevailed  much. 

In  June  and  July  appeared  fome  fpo- 
radic  petechial  fevers:  but  we  fhall  fee 
that  thefe  grow  more/requent  at  the  latter 
end  of  winter. 

AUTUMN. 

September  was  for  the  moft  part  clou-r 
dy  and  rainy,  fometimes  windy  ,*  the 
two  firfl:  days  very  fultry,  cold  afterwards : 

the 
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the  twentieth  hot  again.  The  principal 

winds  S.E.  and  W. 

06lober  was  hazy  and  cloudy,  with  fre¬ 
quent  rains,  yet  feveral  fair  days.  Tht 
firft,  eleventh,  twenty-eighth,  and  thir¬ 
tieth  cold.  The  principal  winds  S.  E- 
and  E. 

November.  Wet  and  windy  weather  pre^- 
vailed,  there  were  but  few  fair  days.  The 
principal  winds  S.E.  W.  S.W.  andN.-W. 
^  In  autumn  the  intermittent  fevers  ot 

I 

agues  were  obferved  remarkably  to  af^' 
fe6t  the  ftomach  and  bowels  with  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  a  diarrhoea,  which  laft  diforder 
alfo,  without  a  fever^  prevailed  much  a- 
bout  the  fame  time. 

W  I  N  T  E  R,  1735,  1736. 

* 

December.  Cloudy,  wet,  and  mizzling 
weather  prevailed.  The  eighth  thunder 
and  lightning ;  the  fifth,  fourteenth,  and 
fifteenth  froft.  The  principal  winds  S. 

S.  W.  and  W. 


On 
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On  Chriftmas-day  fome  pear-trees  were 
in  bloflbmi 

January  was  very  rainy  and  frequently 
windy  :  the  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  fixteenth, 
and  twenty-third*  froft,  fome  little  fnow 
and  fleet  interfperfed :  the  principal  winds 
S.W.  and  S,E.  both  attended  with  wet 
weather. 

February.  A  good  deal  of  rain,  and  fre¬ 
quently  fnow  and  fleet,  the  twelfth,  eigh¬ 
teenth,  and  twenty-fourth  froft.^  The 
principal  winds  N.  W.  N.  S.E.  and  E. 


SUMMARY. 

Of  the  fpring  the  two  firfl  iTionths  were 
pretty  open  ;  but  fucceeded  by  a  cold  and 
dry  May* 

The  fummer  cold  and  wxt  like  winter. 

Autumn  wet. 

Winter  open. 

Abundance  of  molflure  thro’  the  three 
feafons  of  fummer,  autumn,  and  winter.' 

In  December  and  January  there  was  a 
fever,  which  in  divers  fubje6ls  agreed  in 

"  E  many 
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many  common  fymptoms,  and  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  fupervening  event  of  rheuma¬ 
tic  pains  fucceeding  in  thofe  who  furvived. 
Towards  the  eighth  of  January  fomc- 
thing  like  this  became  epidemical,  at  leafl: 
in  the  barracks,  refembling  a  true  pleo- 
rify,  as  to  pain,  fever,  pulfe,  and  fizy 
blood,  in  which  bleeding  was  ordered 
and  repeated  3  tho'  it  was  obfervable  that 

moft  that  were  bled  died  :  but  thofe  in 

> 

whom  bleeding  was  omitted  recovered, 

A 

and  in  thefe  it  commonly  ended  in  a  rheu¬ 
matic  pain  in  the  fhoulder,  as  the  fide 
became  difengaged. 

This  may  ferve  as  an  inftance  of  the 
importance  of  Wintringham's  obfervation 
in  his  Commentarium  Nofologicum,  viz. 
that  it  is  of  ufe  to  attend  to  the  qualities  of 
thefeafons  accompanying  epidemic  difeaYes, 
infomuch  that  in  a  hot  and  dry  intem- 
peralure  of  the  air  long  continuing,  the 
degree  of  infiammation  and  other  fymp¬ 
toms  depending  thereon,  are  more  violent, 
and  e.en  fo  far  as  to  require  a  differentf 

treat- 
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treatment,  v.  g.  more  bleeding,  but  in 
a  cold  and  moift  intemperature  of  the 
air  (which  was  egregioufly  the  cafe  here) 
the  blood  was  lefs  inflamed,  and  lefs  bleed¬ 
ing  was  required :  and  to  this  agrees 
Huxham's  remark,  that  in  continued  wet 
weather,  perfons  under  pleuritic  diforders, 
in  general,  do  not  bear  the  lofs  of  much 
blood. 

Towards  the  end  of  January  and  in 
February,  petechial  fevers  were  frequent, 
and  fatal  to  feveral,  notwithftanding  the 
repeated*  application  of  blifters,  and  the 
liberal  ufe  of  ftrong  cordials. 

There  v/as  alfo  this  winter-quarter,  at 
the  fame  time  with  the  petechial,  a  fever 
attended  with  a  diarrhoea,  almofi:  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  it,  with  great  weak- 
nefs,  the  tongue  white,  but  feldom  dry : 
for  many  days  before  the  fever  ceafed, 
they  made  large  quantities  of  an  almofi 
limpid  urine. 

Plentiful  diluting  with  decoflum 
album,  the  life  of  the  teftacea  and  rhu- 

E  *  2  barb. 
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barb,  with  diafcordium,  fucceeded  befts 
this  fever  lafted  fometimes  above  twenty 
days. 

It  is  very  obvious  to  fuppofe,  that  fuch 
a  conftitution  of  the  air,  as  the  above  de- 
feribed,  which  w^as  neither  able  to  bring 

fruits  to  maturity,  nor  to  invigorate  and 

; 

enliven  other  animals,  did  alfo  greatly 
relax  and  leave  unftrung  the  fibres  con- 
ftituting  the  vafcular  fyftem  in  the  human 
body  5  and,  confequenrly,  was  lefs  able  to 
bring  fevers  to  a  fpeedy  coftion  by  fweat, 
their  moft  frequent  and  natural  crifis. 

To  this  agrees  Aph.  j6.  lib.  3.  of  Hip¬ 
pocrates.  ‘  “  Alliduis  imbribus  morbi  fere 
fiunt  febres  longse,  fluxiones  alvi,  putredi- 
nes,  prolapfus  cartilaginis,  enfiformis,  &c.” 
And  Short,  in  his  Chronological  Hiftory  of 
the  Weather  and  Seafons,  remarks  as  a 
frequent  thing,  that  in  a  moift,  foutherly,^ 
rainy  feafon,  a  loofenefs  attends  the  difea- 
fes  of  the  conftitution. 

This,  viz.  the  petechial  fever,  was  fre¬ 
quent,  not  only  here,  but  in  England  and 

Scotland 
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Scotland  this  year,  and  attacked  chiefly  the 
poorer  fort,  notwine-drinkers.  See  Med. 
Essays,  vol.  4. 

Short,  on  a  furvey  of  a  long  feries  of 
the  prevailing  concomitant  weather  and 
difeafes,  obferves,  that  the  far  greater 
part  of  the  epidemic  feafons  of  fpotted 
fevers,  were  from  rain,  or  from  moift  and 
foutherly  conllitutions. 

March.  Alternately  fair  and  cloudy  the 
^  * 

firfl:  ten  days,  and  cold  and  fnow  forae- 
times ; '  thence  to  the  eighteenth,  fair  and 
fummer-like ;  thence  to  the  end,  often 
cloudy  and  wet.  The  principal  winds 
S.  E.  S.  N.  E.  and  E. 

April.  Alternately  fair,  cloudy,  and 
rainy:  from  the  tenth  to  the  fifteenth  cold, 
and  hail  and  froft.  The  principal  winds 
S,  E.  and  N.  W.  , 

May  fair,  but  frequent  and  plentiful 
rains  were  interpofed  :  the  nineteenth  and 
thirty-firfl:  days  very  hot,  the  principal 
winds  S;  E.  and  N.  E. 

,  E  3  Pete- 
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Petechial  fevers,  which  had  been  fre¬ 
quent  laft  winter,  continued  to  be  fo  in 
March,  nor  was  April  and  May  free  from 
them. 

April  was  the  moft  unhealthy  of  the 
three  fpring  months :  throughout  this 
month  were  frequent,  certain  eruptions  on 
the  Ihin  called  rallies,  affefting  chiefly 
young  perfons,  in  fome  meafure  refem^ 
bling  the  meazles,  but  wanting  the  pathog¬ 
nomonic  figns.  Some  feveiilhnefs  com^ 

/ 

'raonly  preceded  the  eruption ;  they  com¬ 
monly  vaniflied  in  forty- eight  hours,  nor 
required  the  alTjftance  of  the  phyficlan. 

There  appeared  alfo  in  the  fame  month 
fome  intermitting  diforders,  but  irregular 
in  their  type,  and  fome  violent  colds, 
almofl:  equal  to  fevers,  though  not 
confining  the  perfons  affe6led  to  theiv. 
beds.  • 

SUMMER. 

June.  Moftly  fair  and  very  hot,  jhe 
hottefl:  June  that  is  remembered  fince  the 

year 
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year  1723-  The  principal  winds  E.  S.  E. 
N.  E.  W.  and  N.  W. 

July.  Moftly  fair  and  hot,  but  not 
without  (bowers.  The  principal  winds 
W.  S.  W.  S.  E.  S.  E.  and  N.  E. 

Auguft.  Fair  weather  prevailed,  but 
clouds  and  rain  frequently  intcrpofed. 
The  principal  winds  S.  E.  S.  W.  and 
N.  W. 

This  fummcr  was  as  remarkable  for 
heat,  as  the  preceding  one  had  been  for 
coldncfs  and  raoifture.  Such  tranfitions 
from  one  extreme  to  another  rnuft  un^ 
doubtedly  affeft  the  human  body;  and,  ac- 
cording  to  the  concurrent  obfervations  of  « 
Wintringham  and  Huxliam,  predirpofe  to 
the  petechial  fevers  which  attended,  and  ‘ 
became  much  more  frequent  and  fatal  to 
,  feveral  (efpccially  to  thofe  of  higher  con¬ 
dition)  being  advanced  to  a  higher  dcgi'ee 
of  malignity  by  the  cxccfTivc  heat  of  the 
feafon*,  and  accordingly,  there  was  tlie 

*  It  has  been  obferved  of  fpotted  fevers,  that  though 
they  may  fet  in  at  all  times  of  the  year,  yet,  like  the 
plague,  they  generally  difplay  their  fatal  virulence  at 
fummcr  and  harvcil, 

E  4 
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greateft  increafe  of  deaths  in  the  weekly 
bills  during  fummer,  and  chiefly  by  the 
articles  of  fever  and  foialh  pox. 

The  principal  dldinguirning  fymptoms 
of  the  aforefaid  fever  were  an  anxiety, 

,  frequent  fighing,  a  heavy  and  laborious 
breathing,  a  delirium,  andfubfultus  tendU 
iium  5  and  thefe  fymptoms,  increafed  with 
a  fupervening  coma,  ufually  put  an  end^to 
the  tragical  fcene.  1  he  pulfe  was  various ; 
for  though  it  was  frequently  low  and 
^weak,  it  was  fometimes  ftrong'and  full, 
as  divers  authors  have  obferved  the  pulfe ' 
to  be  weak  and  low  in  the  beginning,  but 
■to  become  ftronger  in  the  progrefs  of  th^ 
low  nervous  fevers  y  the  blood  not  always 
florid,  but  fizy  in  fome.  The  fpots  obr 
ferved  no  certain  time  in  their  ertiption, 
nor  agreed  in  their  dimenfions  nor  colour, 
which  in  different  fubjedts  was  diverfified 
through  all  the  feveral  fhades  from,  a  red 
to  a  purple. 

It  proved  fatal  to  fome  the  tenth  or 
.eleyenth,  to  others  the  fourteenth,  to 

"  fogic 
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N  fome  the  twenty-firft  or  twenty- fourth ' 
day.  A  bilious  diarrhoea  frequently  at¬ 
tended,  which  it  was  dangerous  either  to 
reftrain  fuddenly,  or  to  let  run  too  long  5 
for  in  the  firft  cafe  worfe  fymptoms  fol¬ 
lowed;  in  the  latter,  the  crifis  (which 
when  left  to  nature  was  often  by  fweat) 
was  protradled. 

As  to  the  ufe  of  blifters,  though  I  know 
that  feveral  emerged  on  their  application, 
and  believe  that  under  fome  circumftances 

i 

they  might '  have  been  properly  applied, 
yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  they 
more  frequently  proved  unfuccefsful,  even 
in  the  hands  of  the  learned,  among  per-  • 
fons  of  note;  whilft  many  of  the  poor, 
wdth  a  diet  entirely  low,  and  chiefly  the 
ufe  of  their  ufual  julep,  butter-milk- whey, 
^and  with  little  or  no  medicines,  recovered ; 
which,  whether  it  was  owing  to  the  w^ant 
of  a  due  attention  to  Baglivi’s  caution 
againfl:  the  ufe  of  the  cantharides  in  hot 
and  dry  habits  of  body,  in  very  hot  wea¬ 
ther,  and  where  the  blood  inclines  to  a 

colli- 

- 
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collicjuative  Rate,  or  whether  this  ^Iverfity 
of  the  fate  of  the  rich  and*  poor  were 
ov/ing ,  to  a  more  putrefcent  Rate  of  the 
animal  juices,  promoted  by  the  freer  life 
of  animal  food  among  the  former  than 
among  the  latter,  or  to  the  invincible  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  the  cafes,  when  the  phyfician' 
has  the  misfortune  (as  he  too  often  has,) 
of  being  called  in  when  nature  is  finking 
under  her  lafl'  ftruggles,  I  fliall  leave  to 
be  determined  by  others  upon  mature 
deliberation. 

,  '  AUTUMN. 

September  ferene,  but  frequently  clou- 
dy,  foggy,  mizzling,  and  fometimes  a 
little  rain  and  wind.  The  principal  winds 
S.  Vf .  N.  W.  and  W.  . 

Oflober.  Fair  weather  prevailed,  cloudy, 
foggy,  and  wet  at  intervals.  The  twenty- 
fifth  and  twenty-fixth  an  unufual  warmth 
'  in  the  air,  followed  by  great  ftorms  at 
S,  W.  the  twenty-fevcnth,  twenty-eighth, 
tweniy-niuth,  and  thirtieth.  The  princi¬ 
pal  yvinds  S.  W.  VV .  and  S.  E. 


No- 
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November.  Fair,  but  with  frequent 
clouds,  fome  fogs  and  rain,'  and  often 
windy.  The  twenty-fixth  and  twenty- 
feventh  a  froft.  The  principal  winds  W. 
and  N.  W. 

From  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  and 
throughout  September,  appeared  a  few  in¬ 
termittent  fevers,  and  very  irregular,  but 
the  fever  of  lafl:  fummer  was  much  rarer. 
The  fore  part  of  September  exhibited,  as 
ufual,  feverai  diarrhoeas  and  dyfenteries, 

and  Oftober  ’  fome  choleras.  , 

/ 

I  , 

WINTER,  1736,  1737- 

-  ‘ 

December.  Wet  and  windy  for  the  moft 
part,  .but  a  few  fair  days:  the  fourteenth 
fnow :  the  fifteenth  and  twenty-firfl:  froftyr 
The  principal  winds  W.  and  S.  W. 

January.  Cloudy,  hazy,  and  frequently 
wet  and  windy,  but  a  few  fair  days.  The 
principal  winds  W.  and  N.  W.  January 
the  feventeenth,  a  fpring  of  grafs  appeared 
jn  the  country. 


Fe- 
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February.  Cloudy,  windy,  and  wet : 
a  few  fair  days.  The  thirteenth  a  ftorm 
at  S.  W.  The  fixteenth  and  feventeenth, 
another  at  S.  W.  and  W.  The  princi¬ 
pal  winds  N.  W.  W.  and  S.  W,  ; 

SUMMARY. 

A  mild  fpring  for  the  moft  part,  though 
not  without  fome  froft  and  changeable 
weather. 

/ 

One  of  the  hotteft  fummers  that  has 
been  remembered. 

* 

Autumn  moderately  fair  and  mild. 
Winter  very  open,  wet,  and  windy :  little 
froft. 

The  three  winter  months  exhibited  fcarce 
any  thing  remarkable  but  colds,  which 
were  common  to  us  and  fome  parts  of 
England  at  the  fame  time,  particularly  in 
January,  when  there  was  a  very  epidemic 
one,  fcarce  fparing  a  family  :  it  was  violent 
in  its  attack,  yet  by  keeping  warm  and 
diiuting,  it  vaniflied  in  a  few  days;  but 
if  ncglcfted  in  the  beginning,  it  put  on 

the 
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the  appearance  of  a  peripneumonia  notha, 
with  great  cough,  and  in  many,  eryfipe- 
latous  fwellings  in  the  face. 

The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  was 
two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  one. 

SPRING,  1737. 

/ 

March.  Variable  from  ferene  to  cloudy, 
and  rain  interfperfed.  The  principal 
winds  S.  E,  N.  W.  and  W. 

April.  Fair,  cloudy,  rain  and  fqually 
weather  interchangeably,  but  fair  weather 
prevailed.  The  principal  winds  E.  S.  E. 
N.  E.  and  S.  W. 

May.  The  fore  part  of  the  month 
fair,  cloudy,  and  a  little  rain  alternately  ; 
the  latter  part  hot  and  dry.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  winds  throughout  the  month  S.  E. 
and  E. 

S  U  M  M  E  R. 

•  •  >. 

» 

June.  Fair  weather  prevailed,  fome- 
times  cloudy  and  a  little  rain :  feveml  cold 
days  the  fore  part  of  the  month,  and  hot 

I  '  ones 
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ones  the  latter  part.  The  principal  winds 
N.  W.  W.  S.  E.  N.  E.  and  E. 

1 

July.  Generally  fair,  except  feme 
fliowers  at  the  latter  end.  The  firft  nine 
'  days  exceffively  hot.  The  twenty-firft  a 
ftorm  at  S.W.  winds  variable  S..W: 
N.W.  E.  S. E.  andN.  E: 

Auguft,  Cloudy,  wet,  windy,  and  cold 
weather  prevailed.  The  lixth  a  flight  froft. 
The  dog-days  cold  both  in  England  and 
Ireland.  The  principal  winds  N.  W. 
S.  W.  and  'N. 

AUTUMN. 

September.  Fair  weather  prevailed;  , 
fome  days  fultry  like  dog-days:  fome 
clouds  and  rain  interfperfed.  The  princi¬ 
pal  winds  S.  E.  S.  W.  N.  W.  and  W. 

Oftober.  Fair  weather  prevailed,  but 
clouds  and  rain  were  frequently  interpofed. 
The  principal  winds  N.  E.  N.  S.  W. 

S.  E.  and.  E. 

November.  As  in  the  two  preceding 
months,  the  fair  w^eather  rather  prevailed, 

but 
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but  with  alternities  of  cloudy,  windy, 
mizzling  weather,  and  rain.  The  twenty- 
ninth  a  ’froft.  The  principal  winds  W. 
and  S,  W. 

(I  fpent  good  part  of  the  fummer  this 
year  in  England ;  but  Dr.  Richard  Weld 
continued  the  Diary  of  the  Weather  in 
Dublin  during  my  abfence;  and  as  to  the 
difeafes  I  can  only  give  what  feemed  mod 
remarkable  in  autumn  and  winter.) 

Some  dyfenteries  appeared  in  Atigurt: 
and  September;  and  in  the  beginning  of 
September  fcveral  chin-coughs  and  tumours 
bf  the  face,  and  particularly  of  the  eye¬ 
lids,  were  common  to  us  in  Dublin,  and 
in  .the  neighbouring  counties  of  Kildare 
and  Wicklow:  one  of  thefe  I  met  with 
was  eryfipelatous,  and  accompanied  with 
an  acute  fever. 

The  month  of  0£l:ober  was  eminently 
diftlnguiflied  by  the  invafion  of  an  epide¬ 
mic  catarrhal  fever.'  It  had  made  its  firfl 

•  I 

appearance  in  London  in  Auguft,  and 
was  at  its  heighth  about  the  middle  of’ 

Sep- 


I 
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September.  It  feems  to  have  travelled 
gradually  to  the  Weft  and  North:  for 
Briftol  and  Cork  had  it  in  the  beginning 
of  Oftober,  whereas  I  did  not  hear  of  it 
in  Dublin  till  the  middle  of  that  month: 
It  vifited  every  province  in  this  kingdom ; 
the  county  of  Weftmeath  had  it  later  than 
we,  and  Lurgan  in  Ulfter,  had  it  not  till 
the  fourteenth  of  November,  when  we  werp 
recovering^. 

It  attacked  with  fhivering,  forenefs  of 
the  limbs,  pains  in  the  head  and  back, 
reftleffnefs,  a  cough  and  running  at  the 
nofe  and  eyes  s  and,  in  fome,  a  delirium: 
fome  had  fore  throats.  Its  firft  attack 
was  mild,  and  the  pulfe  fcarce  advanced 
above  the  natural  ftrokej  hut  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  it  was  quicker, 
the  urine  redder,  the  blood  fizy,  the 
pain  of  the  head*  and  limbs  more  fevere. 
This  defcription  agrees  with  Dr.  Short’s 

%  ' 

*  Short,  on  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  remarks,  that 
moft  epidemic  difeafes  have  their  rife  in  the  South,  and 
fpread  gradually  to  the  North  and  Weft  of  England. 

account 
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account  in  his  Chronological  Hiftory  of 
the  Weather  and  Seafons,  viz.  that  in 
Yorklhire  this  catarrhous  fever  was  more 
fevere  than  that  above  in  1733,  and  that 
bleeding  was  more  neceflary. 

By .  keeping  confined  and  warm,  it , 
commonly  vanifhed  in  about  three  days': 
otherwife,  it  lafted  much  longer.  Befides 
the  cough  and  running  at  the  nofe  and 
eyes,  which  in  many  were  inflamed, 
fweating  was  the  difcharge  which  relieved 
mofl:,  and  on  the  firfl  invafion,  on  going 
to  bed  and  drinking  plentifully  of  thin  di¬ 
luting  liquors,  they  fell  almofl:  inftantly 

into  profufe  fweats,  which  took  off  their 

✓ 

complaints  in  one  day:  fo  that  it  might 
be  called  an  ephemera ;  but  at  the  heighth 
it  proved  of  four  or  five  more  days  du¬ 
ration. 

The.-afthmatic  and  confumptive  were 
more  vehemently  affefted  by  it,  to  many 
of  whom  in  Dublin  it  proved  mortal. 

In  London,  at  the  heighth  of  this  dif- 
cafe,  their  weekly  bill  rofe  to  near  double 

F  the 
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the  ufilal  ftandard,  viz.  to  eight  hundred 
and  fixty-one;  but  in  Dublin,  in  the  week 
ending  Odlober  the  twenty-eighth,  the 
bill  of  mortality  was  increafed  to  one 

i 

hundred  and  forty-four,  which  was  about 
three  times  the  ufual  number :  whereas  it 

s. 

will  appear,  that  the  reverfe  of  this  oh- 
talned  in  the  influenza,  A.  D.  1743  (the 
fame  difeafe  under  another  name)  viz. 
wherein  in  London  their  weekly  bill  rofe 
to  treble,  whereas  in  ,  Dublin,  it  fcarce 
rofe  to  double  the  ufual  number;  the 
reafon  of  which  difference  it  is  very  ob¬ 
vious  to  aflign,  viz.  the  difference  of  the 
feafons  in  which  thefe  difeafes  appeared  in 
thefe  places  at  thefe  different  times,  viz. 
in  the  prefent  year  it  arrived  in  Dublin 
further  on  in  the  winter  than  in  London, 

where  it  arrived  at  its  heighth  in  the 

♦ 

middle  of  September ;  but  it  did  not  reach 
us  till  the  middle  of  Oftober:  whereas 
in  1743,  it  appeared  with  us  farther  on  in  - 
the  fpring,  viz.  in  May,  having  vifited 
London  in  April,  and  confequently  with 

us 
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lis  the  warmth  of  the  advancing  feafoil 

A  j 

promoted  the  natural  crifis  by  the  fkin; 
whereas  in  the  prefcnt  year  the  daily  ad¬ 
vancing  cold  retarded  it. 

With  this  catarrhal  fever  were  inter- 
fperfed  fome  others  of  longer  duration, 
but  of  a  quite  different  nature  5  for  this 
was  a  foreign  difeafe  fui  generis,  which 
was  neither  prevented  by  the  others, 
though  attended  alfo  with  a  cough  ( fever al 
who  had  laboured  under  thefe  being  feized 
with  this  new  infeftion  in  common  with 
othfers)  nbi*  did  it  prevent  coughs  and  pe- 
fipnetitnohies  in  others,  who  were  feized 
with  thefe  afterwards. 

W  I  N  T.E  R,  1737,  1738. 

December.  Moftly  cloudy,  wet,  windy, 
and  foggy  at  intervals,  but  few  fair  days. 
The  eighteenth  a  ftorm  at  S.  A  little  froft* 
with  the  fogj  but  not  lafting.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  wind  S.  W. 

January.  Cloudy,  windy,  and  wet :  for 
Ibme  time  unufually  warm,  and,  contrary 

F  2  to 
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to  cuftom,  warmer  than  December.  Thc^ 
fixth,  feventh,  eighth,  and  ninth,  ftormy 
at  S.  W.  The  principal  wind  S.  W. 

February.  Great  variety  and  changes  of 
weather,  fair,  cloudy,  wet,  windy ;  fome- 
times  warm  like  fummer,  then  froft,  fnow, 
and  hail ;  and  the  twenty-feventh  thunder 
and  lightning.  The  principal  winds 
S.W.  N.  W.  S.  andS.E. 

SUMMARY. 

Spring  warm,  and  May  exceffively  hot- 
-  Summer  moftly  fair,  but  great  changes 
as  to  the  temperature  of  the  air  5  fome  days 
exceffively  hot,  others  very  cold,  and  Au^, 
guft  a  winter-like  month. 

Autumn  fair  and  mild. 

Vv^inter  open. 

The  months  of  December,  January, 
and  February,  though  in  general  very 
healthful,  w^ere  not  wholly  exempt  from 
fevers,  fome  of  which  were  of  the  low 
kind,  and  the  pulfe  fcarce  fenfibly  quick : 
one  of  thefe  proved  fatal  on  the  fifth  or 
fixth  day. 


In 
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In  February  were  violent  colds,  fore 
throats,  and  fome  tumors  of  the  parotids. 

The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  was 
two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  feventeen, 

SPRING. 

'  March.  The  fore  and  greater  part  of 
the  month  alternately  fair,  cloudy,  rainy, 
and  fometimes  a  little  wind :  it  concluded 
with  foft  fpring  weather.  Winds  variable 
from  N.  W.  S.  W.  and  W.  to  N.  E. 
N.  and  S. 

April.  The  fore  and  greater  part  of 
the  month  alternately  cloudy,  (howery,  and 
fair.  From  the  nineteenth  to  the  end  a 
good  deal  of  rain  and  cold  weather,  with 
hail.  The  winds  S.  E.  W.  N.  W.  N.  E. 

I 

and  S,  W. 

May.  Fair  and  cloudy  weather  inter¬ 
changeably;  and  a  good  deal  of  rain. 
The  principal  wind  S.  E. 

Agues,  which  had  difappeared  lince  the 
two  laft  hot  fummers,  made  their  appear¬ 
ance  again  this  fpring,  and  even  in  June 

F  3  and 
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and  July,  and  frequently  dlfguifed. under 
the  appearance  of  other  difeafes, 

SUMMER. 

g  *  / 

June.  A  cold  and  wet  month,  but  con-^" 
eluded  hot.  The  principal  winds  S.  W, 

July.  The  prevailing  weather  was  fair,, 
and  frequently  hot,  not  without  rain  in- 
terfperfed.  The  twenty-eighth  a  ftorm  at 
W.  N.  W.  .The  principal  winds  W,  an(\ 

s.  w. 

Auguft.  A  wet  and  cold  month  gene- 
rally.  The  principal  winds  W.  and 
N.  W.  ■ 

The  fmall-pox  was  of  a  bad  kind,  and 
frequently  mortal ;  but  became  very  mild 
and  favourable  in  Auguft. 

The  month  of  June  'was  not  quite 
exempt  from  fevers,  fuch  as  deferibed  in 
the  year  1736; 

AUTUMN; 

I  i 

September.  Generally  wet  and  windy, 
and  fometimes  cold  to  the  feventeenth ;  the 

•  principal 
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principal  wind  '  S.  W.  The  ninth  a 
ftorm  at  S,  W.  From  the  eighteenth  to 
the  end  moftly  fair,  and  the  wind  N.  E. 
S.  E.  and  E. 

'  06lober.  A  cloudy  and  rainy  month,  the 
winds  W.  N.  W.  S.  E.  S.  and  S.  W. 

November.  Generally  hazy  and  cloudy, 
with  little  rain  to  the  nineteenth,  and  the 
wind  S.  E,  with  a  high  barometer:  from 
the  nineteenth  to  the  end  wet,  and  the 
wind  S.  W.  The  twentieth  and  twenty- 
fourth,  ftormy  at  S.  W. 

In  the  autumn,  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
town,  hefides  violent  colds  and  fore  throats, 
appeared  alfo  an  acute  fever  of  four,  five, 
fix,  or  feven  days  duration,  attended  with 
an  inflammation  in  the  throat  and  neigh¬ 
bouring  glands,  and  an  intenfe  pain  in  the 
head.  ^  A  large  fpontaneous  fweat  proved 
critical  to  fome  of  thern:  others  had 
eruptions  on  the  lkii|  of  various  kinds, 

WINTER,  1738,  1739* 

December.  The  firft  feven  days  windy 
and  wet.  The  fixth  and  feventh  ftormy 

F  4  at 
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at  S.  W.  and  N.  W.  with  lightning  t  ■ 
thence  to  the  end  of  the  month  viciffitudes 
of  mpift  fogs,  frofts,  wind,  and'  rain. 
The  twenty-fixth  at  night  ftormy  at  •  W.f 
The  principal  winds  W,  and  S.  W. 

January.  Generally  windy  and  wet. 
The  thirteenth  at  night,  and  fourteenth 
in  the  morning,  a  fultry  day  preceding, 
was  a  violent  ftorm  at  S.  W.  which  was 
fucceeded  by  good  weather  for  five  days 
following.  The  principal  winds  W.  and 
S.  W. 

February.  The  four  firft  days  hioftly 
fair,  thence  to  the  fourteenth  generally 
windy  or  wet :  the  eleventh  and  twelfth, 
a  ftorm  at  S.  W.  which,  as  that  of  the 
foregoing  month,  was  preceded  by  fultry 
weather.  The  "principal  winds  W.  and 
S.  W.  '  ‘  " 

S  U  M  M,  A  R  y. 

i  ' 

Spring  feafonable. 

Summer  oold  and  wet,  (except  July, 
which  was  hot  and  dry. 

Autumn 
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Autumn  for  the  moft  part  wet. 

Winter  wet  and  ftormy. 

The  months  of  December,  January,  and 
February,  though  very  wet  and  windy, 
were  remarkably  healthful. 

The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  was 
two  thpufand  five  hundred  and  fix. 

I 

S  P  R  I  N  G,  1739. 

March.  Moftly  fair  the  firft  feven  days, 
jotherwife  unufually  cold  and  frofty,  and 
much  more  remarkable  for  froft,  hail,  and 
fnow,  than  wind  5  particularly  from  the 
tenth,  to  the  twenty-firft,  with  N.  and- 
N.  E.  winds.  It  concluded  hazy  and 
cloudy,  with  W.  and  S.  W.  winds. 

April.  Alternately  fair  and  ftiowery  as 
ufual ;  but  the  general  temperature  of  the 
month  was  unufually  cold,  with  frequent 
fnow  and  hail,  to  the  great  prejudice  of 
the  vegetables.  The  principal  winds  the 
fore  part  of  the  month,  N.  and  N.  W. 
the  latter  N.  E.  and  S.  E. 

'  May. 


I 
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May.  The  preceding  half  of  the  month 
alternately  fair,  cloudy,  and  wet,  and  the 
principal  winds  S.  E.  The  other  half 
was  fair.  The  twenty-fecond  thunder ' 
and  fliowers,  and  the  principal  winds  E. 
and  N.  E. 

The  fpring,  efpecially  March  and 
April,  were  attended  with  colds,  a  few 
eruptive  fevers,  an^fome  intermitting  ones. 
In  May  appeared  divers  inflammatory  dif- 
orders  affecting  the  jaws,  face,  ai|d  eyes, 
and  fome  miliary  fevers,  both  which  alfo 
attended  the  month  of  June. 


SUMMER, 

June.  Excepting  a  very  few  hot  and  fair 
days  with  S.  E.  and  E.  winds,  the  month 
was  generally  moifl:  and  cold,  and  the 
principal  winds  W.  and  S.  W, 

July.  Unufually  cold  and*  moift,  the 
thermometer  not  higher  than  in  May; 
but  the  hygrometer  was  heavier  than  in 
the  two  laft  months.  Few  days  without 
rain,  except  from  the  fifteenth  to  the 

twenty- 
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twenty-fecond.  The  principal  winds  to 
the  eleventh  S.  W.  thence  to  the  end  N. 
isr.E.orN.W.  *' 

Auguft.  The  firft  nine  days  variable, 
and  the  winds  N.  N.  W.  E.  and  S.  E. 
From  the  ninth  to  the  twentieth  fair,  and 
the  winds  E.  and  S.  E.  thence  to  the  end 
rainy,  and  moftly  S.W,  and  it  concluded 
N.  W.  and  cold,  wet  and  windy. 

The  latter  part  of  July,  and  the  months 
of  Auguft,  September,  and  0£lober,  were 
infefted  with  a  fever,  which  was  very 
frequent  during  this  period,  not  unlike 
that  of  the  autumn  of  the  preceding  year  j 
with  which  compare  alfo  the  years  1741, 
J745,  1748.  It  was  attended  with  an. 
intenfe  pain  in  the  head.  It  terminated 
fometimes  in  four,  for  the  moft  part  in 
five  or  fix  days,  fornetimcs  in  nine,  and 
commonly  in  a  critical  fweat :  it  was  far 
from  being  mortal.  I  was  aflured  of  fe- 
venty  of  the  poorer  fort  at  the  fame  time 
in  this  fever,  abandoned  to  the  ufe  of 
whey  and  God’s  good  providence,  who 

all 
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all  recovered.  The  crifis,  however^  was 
very  imperfedl,  for  they  were  fubjeft 
to  relapfes,  even  fometimes  to  t}^^  third 
timci  nor  did  their  urine  come  to  a  com¬ 
plete  feparatioii. 

Divers  of  them,  as  their  fever  declined, 
had  a  paroxyfm  in  the  evening,'  and  in 
fome  there  fucceeded  pains  in  the  limbs. 

AUTUMN. 

/ 

September.  Generally  very  '  wet :  the 
tenth  at  night  a  great  florm  of  rain  and 
-wind  at  N.  fome  interpofitions  of  fair 
weather;  the  wiiids  variable,  S,  W.,  S.  W. 
N.  W.  S.  E.  E.  N.  and  N.  E. 

Odlober.  Generally  dry  and  foggy  to 
the  twenty-fifth,  and  fometimes  cold,  and 
the  winds  S.  E.  and  N.  E.  thence  to'  the 
end  w^et  and  ftormy,  S.  W.  and  N. 
and  concluded  windy  at  S.  E. 

-  November.  Alternities  of  rain,  froft, 
ilormy  and  mofily  foggy  weather,  and  the 
winds  accordingly  variable  from  E.  to 
S.  E.  W.  S.  and  N.  V/.  • 


In 
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In  Oftober  appeared  fome  dyfenteriesj 
and  in  Oflober,  November,  and  Decem¬ 
ber,  belides  cold,  we  had  anomalous, 
meafles,  eryfipelas’s  and  inflammations 
about  the  neck  and  face. 

,  WINTER,  1739,  1740. 

t 

December  for  the  mofl:  part  fair,  but 
with  moift  fogs  and  frofl:  interpofed :  from 
the  fifth  to  the  ninth,  wet  and  windy  at 
S.  W.  which  was  the  prevailing  wind  the 
fore  part  of  the  month.  From  the  twenty- 
feventh  to  the  end  a  nlofl:  intenfe  frofl, 
and  attended  with  a  high  wind  intolerably 
piercing  at  S.  E.  and  E. 

January.  The  frofl  concluding  the  laft 
month  continued  throughout  this :  the 
greateft  intenfity  of  cold  was  at  the 
twenty-feventh  at  night;  the  month  con¬ 
cluded  with  a  S.  E.  wind,  attended  with 
a  gradual,  but  not  durable  thaw. 

February.  The  frofl  continued,  though 
with  a  little  interruption  to  the  fourteenth ; 
with  winds  S.  E,  and  N.  E.  then  fucceeded 

I 
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a  complete  thaw,  with  alternities  of  clouds* 
rain,  and  fair  weather;  winds  N.  W*  W. 
and  S.  W. 

SUMMARY; 

Spring  moftly  cold. 

Summer  very  wet; 

Autumn  variable. 

Winter  frofty,  after  a  long  feries  of 
open  winters. 

December  -was  riot  free  from  other  in¬ 
flammatory  diforders,  befides  thofe  men¬ 
tioned  laft  autumn,  which  grew  more 
violent  the  two  following  months  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  and  February,  the  time  of  the  great 
froft,  which  was  very  prolific  in  coughs, 
attended  with  fore  throats,  pleurifies,  and 
peripneumonies,  which  were  very  frequent 
both  in  the  town  and  country.  They  bore 
bleeding  well,  and  the  blood  was  fizyj 
and  no  wonder  intenfe  cold  producing  the 
fame  effedls  as  intenfe  heat,  viz.  a  denfity^ 
of  the  blood,  and  a  conftriftion  of  th^ 
veflels. 


It 
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It  was  a  fatal  feafon  to  many,  riot  only 
the  old,  infirm,  and  afthmatic,  but  to 
children  alfo.  Our  weekly  bill  rofe  in 
thefe  two  months  to  one  hundred  and 
thirty  and  one  hundred  and  forty,  near 
triple  the  ordinary  number. 

It  was  worthy  of  obfervation,  as  an 
inftance  of  the  efFe6ls  of  viciflitudes  in  the 
weather,  that  many  fickened  on  the  thaw 
who  had  been  well  in  the  froft,  which 
Wintringham  alfo  obferves  to  have  hap¬ 
pened  in  Che  inflammatory  difeafes  atten¬ 
dant  on  fuch  feafons  t :  and  from  hence 
we  may  learn  the  neceffity  of  a  retrofpec-  - 
tion,  as  well  as  a  prefent  view  of  the  date 
of  the  weather,  which  may  be  further  il- 
'  luftrated  by  another  obfervation,  viz.  that 
divers  difeafes  which  appear  in  autumn, 
do  rage  more  violently  according  to' the 
degree  of  the  heat  of  the  preceding  fum- 
mer,  which  heat  laid  the  foundation  for 

^  The  fprings  of  watches,  which  are  apt  to  be  afi 
fefted  by  fevcre  frofts,  do  not  commonly  break  till  the 
thaw* 


thofe 
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/ 

thofe  diforders  raging  more  on  the  fuc- 
ceeding  ftoppage  of  perfpiration  in  au¬ 
tumn. 

The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  was 
two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  one* 

S  P  R  I  N  G,  1740* 

March.  There  was  a  little  mild  weather 
at  the  beginning,  but  it  was  generally  a 
very  dry  and  dully  March,  and  the  princi¬ 
pal  winds  were  at  fome  point  of  the  N. 

April.  A  preternaturally  cold  and  dry 
month,  little  falling  weather  but  hail  or/ 
fnow.  The  principal  winds  E.  and  ‘N,  E* 
The  fpring  fix  weeks  more  backward  than 
ufual* 

May*  Froft  and  fnow  at  the  beginning: 
the  difpofition  to  drought  continued, 
though  there  were  fome  rainy  days.  The 
principal  wind  N*  E. 

In  the  fpring  pleurHies,  peripneumo- 
nies,  quinfies,  tumours  of  the  parotids, 
and  ophthalmies  were  frequent. 

The  fmall  pox  began  to  rage  in  May, 
of  which  more  in  fummer. 


SUM- 


THE  W'E  A'T  HER.  Si 

/  '  '  ■  - 

SUMMER. 

June  dry,  and  from  the  feventeenth  to 
the  twenty- fourth  hot,  and  the  principal 
winds  at  fome  point  of  the  N.  or  E. 

July.  The  weather  was  variable;  yet 
ftill  the  N.  winds  prevailed ;  and  there 
was  fome  froft  and  ice  this  month. 

Auguft,  Generally  moifl: :  the  fixth  a 
ftorm  at  S,  W.  The  winds  variable,  S.  E. 
W.  S,  W.  and  S.  for  the  moft  part. 

The  fm all-pox,  which  began  to  rage 
in  May,  increafed  with  the  fummer;  fo 
that  in  July  fixteen  died  of  that  difeafe 
in  a  week  (a  far  greater  number  than 
ufual)  and  in  Auguft  twenty-two  and 
thirty-three.  At  the  fame  time  they  were 
ftill  much  more  mortal  at  Cork  than  here ; 
and  were  alfo  mortal  at  London  and  at 
Plymouth  at  the  fame  time. 

Dyfenteries  made  their  appearance  in 
July,  as  they  did  alfo  at  the  fame  time  at 
Plymouth,  of  which  more  in  autumn 
and  winter. 

G  A  U- 
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AUTUMN. 

September.  Through  the  greater  half 
of  the  month  were  frequent  rains  and 
fometimes  winds,  generally  at  S.  W.  thence 
to  the  end  ferene;  it  concluded  frofty, 
and  the  winds  at  fome  point  of  the  E. 
or  N. 

Oftober.  Frequent  frofts  throughout 

\ 

the  month,  and  the  principal  winds  from 
Ibme  point  of  the  N.  or  E.  The  thirty- 
firft  a  ftorm. 

November.  Frofts  frequent,  and  much 
more  than  of  late  years,  and  the  principal 
winds  N.  and  N.  W.  Some  winds,  par¬ 
ticularly  a  .ftorm  the  twenty-firft  at  night 
at  S.  W.  with  thunder  and  lightning. 

The  dyfenteries,  which  began  in  July, 
continued  through  the  autumn  and  win¬ 
ter^  having  firft  begun  among  the  poor 
(feveral  of  whom  died  for  want)  they 
fpread  to  the  rich. 

N.  B.  There  was  a  great  dearth  of 
provifions  this  autumn,  which  proceeded 

almoft 
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i^imofl:  to  a  famine  in  winter;  the  pota¬ 
toes  having  failed,  whilft  other  provifions 
bore  double  or  treble  their  ufual  prices 

In  autumn  alfo  appeared  an  epidemic 
continual  fever,  which  did  not  wholly 
ceafe  in  winter;  of  which  iil  the  follow- 

3 

ing  year.  ,  . 

WINTER,  1740,  J741. 

December.  Variable  at  the  beginning 
and  end  of  the  month :  from  the  eightb 
to  the  twenty-firft  frofty.  The  twenty- 
firfl:  the  thaw  was  followed  by  a  violent 
ftorm  at  S.  E.  The  principal  winds  from 
fome  point  of  the  N.  or  E. 

January.  Hazy,  wet,  and^  windy  at 
times :  froft  from  the  fixth  to  the  fixteenth. 
Winds  E.  and  S.E. 

February.  The  foregoing  half  of  the 
month  variable,  with  interpofitions  of 
rain  and  wind,  which  was  generally  at 
S.  W.  The  fixteenth  a  ftorm  at  S.  W. 
From  the  fixteenth  to  the  twenty-fourth 
frofty,  and  the  winds  at  N.  E.  and  E. 

C  2  S  U 
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r  •  ^  .1 

SUMMARY.'  : 

*  ♦ 

•  A 

,  Spring  dry  and  coldi  . 

Summer  dry,  with  a  predominance  of 
northerly  winds.  ^ 

Autumn  unufually’  frofly,  with  a  con¬ 
tinued  prevalence  of  N.  and  E.  winds. 

Winter  frofty,  with  a  continued  pre¬ 
valence  of  N.  and  E.  winds. 

The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  was 
three  thoufand  three  hundred  and  four. 

V  SPRING,  1741. 

March.  Serene,  dry,  frofty,  and  dufty, 
and  the  winds  E.  S.  E.  and  N.  E.  blafting 
and  burning  the  grafs,  fo  that  we  had  lefs 
fpring  by  far  than  in  February. 

April.  Unufually  dry  :  fhowers  exceed¬ 
ingly  rare  :  dufty,  like  a  fummer  month ; 
and  the  N.  and  E.  winds  ftill  prevailed. 

May.  The  great  drought  of  the  two 
preceding  months  continued  throughout 
the  greateft  part  of  this,  and  the  general 
courfe  of  the  winds  was  E.  S.  E.  N,  E. 

and 
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and  N.  From'  the  eleventh  to  the  fix- 
teenth  very  cold.  •  -* 

Befides  colds  and  inflammatory  d’lforders 
as  laft  fpring,  and  famine  among  fome  of 
the  poor,  the  dyfentery  raged  greatly,' 
particularly  in  March,  when  in  Dublin 
that  article  amounted  to  twenty- one  in  a 
week,  when  it  arrived  at  its  greateil 
heighth,  though  it  was  lefs  mortal  than 
in  the  country,  to  which  the  better  care 
taken  of  the  poor,  and  of  their  food,  un¬ 
doubtedly  contributed.  '  c 

The  fever  which  had  begun  lafl:-  au¬ 
tumn  returned  in  fpring,  of  which  more 

.  ^  r  - 

in  the  fequel.  '  *  .  :  : 

In  this  morbid  conflitution  fueceeding 

the  great  frofl:  in  1739,  we  have -a ffrong 

confirmation  of  the  truth  of  Wintring- 

ham’s  obfervation  of  the*  unwholefomenefs 

of  a  long  continued  drough^  '  and  El 

winds  in  thefe  iflands.  '  ^  , 

*■ 

SUMMER. 

June.  The  long  and  fevere  drought 
was  now  tempered  by  frequent  fhowers : 

G  3  the 
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the  nineteenth  thunder-fliowers :  the  tweil^ 
tieth  and  twenty-firft  ftormy  at  S.W.  The 
fourteenth,  and  from  the  twenty -fourth' 
to  the  end  ferene  and  hpt,  tl^e  winds 
variable, 

July.  The  preceding  half  pf  the  month 
generally  ferene,  and  the  wind  moftly 
N.  E.  The  latter  half  of  the  month  fre¬ 
quent  fhowers,  and  the  wind  moftly  S,  W. 
Several  veryhotdays,  particularly  the  ninth, 
tenth,  twenty-fifth,  and  twenty-fixth, 

Auguft.  Generally  hot  and  dry,  *and 
more  hot  days  than  in  thp  laft  month. 
Wind  N.  W.  ^ 

The  fever,  which  had  begun  laft  autumn, 
returned  in  fpring,  and  raged  through  the 
fummer.  It  was  common  to  this  city,  to 
Cork,  Briftpl,  and  London,  arid  ,  often 
eluded  the  Ikill  of  phyfipians.  It  rage4 
through  the  provinces  of  Munfter,  Lein- 
fter,  and  Ulfter ;  but  was  moft  fatal  tQ  the 
firft,  where  their  poor  were  worfe  pro¬ 
vided  for,  from  whom  the  difeafe  fpread  to 
thp  richer  fort ;  and  it  was  computed 
tliat  onip  fifth  part  of  the  inhabitants  died, 

though 
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though  probably  with  exaggeration.  The 
mortality  increafed  with  the  advancing 
feafon  j  and  with  us,  in  Dublin,  arrived 
at  its  heighth  about  the  end  of  Auguft; 
for  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  that  month 
the  article  of  fevers  in  our  weekly  bills, 
amoijnted  to  thirty,  above  double  their 
late  ufual  number. 

For  a  minute  defcription  of  this  fever^ 

I  refer  to  Dr.  Connell’s  Obfervationes  Me^ 
dicinales:  it  ftiall  fuffice  for  me  to  point 
out  fome  of  its  moft  diftinguifhing  at¬ 
tendants,  viz. 

The  firft  attack  was  commonly  very 
rnild  and  deceitful ;  fo  that  at  the  begin-^ 
ning  it  was  frequently  fuppofed  to  be  no 
more  than  a  common  cold:  whence^ a 
negleft  of  early'  confinement,  and  a 
proper  regimen,  was  often  attended  by 
fatal  confequences. 

The  pulfe,  though  variable  in  different 
fubjefts,  and  at  different  times  of  the 
difeafe,  I  obferved  feveral  times  to  be 
fcarce  quicker  than  in  health,  even  on  the 
fixth,  feventh,  and  eighth  days, 

4  Th^ 
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The  fpots  which  fometimes .  attended 
(though  not  efientially)  were  rnoftly  of  a 
dufky  red,  fometimes  purple,  and  fome¬ 
times  intermixed  with  miliary  puftules ; 
and  Dr.  Connell  in  Munfler  obferved*,  that, 
profufe  hemorrhages  at  the  nofe  moft  ufu- 
ally  attended ;  but  thefe  were  not  fo  fre¬ 
quent  with  us,  the  difeafe  here  beiiig  lefs 
violent  and  lefs  fatal ;  nor  was  the  blood 

always  in  a  colliquative  ftate,  but  fome- 

•  ^ 

times  fizy,  as  the  above  naitied  author 
alfo  remarks'^. 

•  ^  *> 

A  delirium,  coma,  and  fp.'^fms,-  eom- 
monly  clofed  the  tragical  fcene,  in  which 
blitters  had  very  little  fuccefs,  even  when 
applied  after  bleeding  and  other*  evacua¬ 
tions  5  and  as  many  mifcarried  under  the 
life  of  bliiters,  fo  they  did  under  that  of 
the  moft  generous  cordials  and  great 
plenty  of  fack,  which  had  no  effedt  in 

*  So  Huxham  obferves  a  fizy  blood  to  be  frequent  in 
the  beginning  of  malignant  fevers ;  and  yet,  that  bl<^d 
drawn  two  or  three  days  after  from  the  fame  perfon, 
hath  been  quite  loofe,  difiblved,  and  as  it  were  fanious, 

4  raifing 
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railing  the  depreffed  pulfe :  on  the  other 
hand,  It  was  obferved,  that  many  of  the 
poor,  abandoned  through  neceffity  to  a 
low  acefcent  diet,  and  fome  of  them 
drinking  nothing  but  water,  recovered. 

This  may  afford  a  profitable  hint  in 
pradlice,  with  regard  to  fuch  fevers  as 
thefe,  being  of  the  putrid  kind  ;  even  as 
in  the  bilious  fever  of  Barbadoes,  which 

r 

is  alfo  of  this  kind.  In  which  the  coma, 
tremors,  andfubfultus  have  been  obferved 
to  be  increafed  by  bliflers,  and  the  he¬ 
morrhages  likewife  to  be  haflened  or  in¬ 
creafed  by  them 

Another  notable  circumftance'  Teems 
worthy  of  being  recorded,  in  relation  to 
the  fub]e6ls  which  this  fever  generally  at- 

k.  •  <  4  - 

tacked,  both  here. and  in  England,  viz. 
that  they  were  generally  men;  and  thofe 
of  a  middle  age,  and  ftrong,  and  but  few 
women;  alfo  children  were  more  rarely 
attacked -f-. 

*  Hilary  of  the  Weather  and  DIfeafes  of  Barbadoes. 

f  Thefe  different  efFe6fs  of  the  predominant,  excef- 
five,  and  unufual  drought  which  egregioufly  obtained 

previous 
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It  feems  alfo  not  unworthy  of  notice, 
that  through  the  three  fummer  months, 
there  was  frequent  here  and  there  a  fever 
altogether,,  without  the  malignity  attending 
the  former,’  of  fix  or  feven  days  duration, 
terminating  in  a  critical  fweat,  as  did  the 
other  alfo  frequently  *,  but  in  this  the 
patients  were  fubje£l  to  a  relapfe,  even 
to  a  third  or  fourth  time,  and  yet  re¬ 
covered. 


pievious  to  and  during  the  prefent  morbid  confiitution 
on  the  bodies  of  men,  and  thofe  of  women  and  children 
refpedlively,  are  perfectly  agreeable  to  ancient  obfervation? 
as  appears  from  the  following  paffage  in  CelfuS:  Si 

ficca  ceftas  aqiiilones  habuit,  &  autumnus  quoque-ficcus 
iifdem  quoque  aquilonibus  perflatur,  omnibus  quidem 
mollioribus  corporibus,  inter  quae  muliebria, ,  fecunda 
valetudo  contingit,  durioribus  vero  inffare  pofTunt  & 
a-rid^  lippiMidines,  &  febrcjt,  partira  acutae,  pair tim  Ion gae, 
&  hi  morbij  qui  ex  atra  bile  nafcuntur.” 

And  it  may  be  worth  obferving,  that,  in  the  fever 
which  raged  on  that  called  the  black  affizes  at  Oxford, 
though  it  fpared  no  complexion  nor  conftitution,  yet, 
it  chiefly  attacked  the  bilious ;  nor  did  any  woman 
or  child  d.e  of  it,  and  the  poor  were  exempt  from  it. 
PriLLos.  Trans.  Voh  L.  Part  II. 
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AUTUMN.*  ; 

■  September.  Great  varieties  of  weather 
with  refpeft  to  }ie^t  and  cold,  drynefs  and 
moifture.  The  feventh  at  night  a  great 
ftorm  at  E,  The  winds  alfo  were  ex¬ 
tremely  variable. 

Oflober.  'The  winds  and  weather  va¬ 
riable  as  the  laft  month.  The  eighteenth, 
nineteenth,  and  twentieth,  ftormy  at  S.  Wv 

November.  The  winds  and  weather  va¬ 
riable  ;  fome  frofts. 

The  malignant  fever,  of  which  above, 
as  alfo  tlue  dyfentery,  though  abated  in 
autumn,  'did  not  entirely  ceafe. 

It  was  computed  that  eighty  thoufand 
died  in  this  kingdom  of  the  fever,  dyfente- 
ry,  and  famine,  in  the  years  1740,  1741 

W‘I  N  T  E/R,  1741,  1742. 

December.  Generally  foggy  and  frofty, 
with  fome  rain  interfperfed.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  winds  E.  S.  E.  and  N.  E. 

A 

f  Connell  Obfervationes  Medicinales. 

\ 

Janu- 
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January.  The  firft  twelve  days  varia¬ 
ble,  viz.^wiiidy,  wet,  ferene,  and  fome- 
ti'mes  frofty,  and'  the  winds  variable. 
From  the  ‘  thirteenth  to  the  fend  of  the 
month  ftbrmy  at  S.  W; 

February.  The  ft ormy  weather  of  laft  , 
month,  continued  the  firft  fe^eii  days  of 
this,  and  vvas  fucceeded  by  variable  wea- 
ther  to  the  fifteenth ;  and  the  winds  hi¬ 
therto  W.  and  S.  W.  from  thence  to  the 

r 

ehd'froft  and  fnow,  and  the  wind  S.W. 
then  N.  S.E.  and  E. 


t 
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Spring  cxcefiivel-y^dry,  with  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  E.  and  N.  winds.  ■ 

Summer  hot,  much  more  thah’of  late^ 


Autumn  variable  in  winds  arfd  we-atlrer> 


A  fecond  frofty  winter,  with  an  inter- 

pofitioii  of  Variable 'and  ftormy  weather. 

The  hunter  concluded  healthy,  and  the 

.  . 

bills  of  mortality*  funk  confpicuoufly  on 
the  ftormy  weather:  and  Short  remarks, 
that  the  high  winds  in  January  put  an 
entire  flop  to  the  fever  in  Yorkfliire. 


The 
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The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  was 
two  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two.  . 

N.  B.  This  morbid  conftitution  feems 
to  bear  a  confiderable  analogy  to  that  ob- 
ferved  by  Sydenham,  in  the  year  1665, 
after  a  very  cold  winter  and  dry  fpring  j 
which  was  alfo  attended,  with  pleurifies, 
peripneumonies,  quinfies,  and  other  in-  ' 
flammatory  diforders,  which  proved  very 
mortal,  and  withal  a  peftilential  fever, 
and  then  the  peftilence  itfelf. 

And  perhaps  the  following  anecdote 
from  Dr.  Berkley,  billiop  of  Cloyne,,con- 
fifting  of  fafts  wherein  there  could  hardly 
be  a  miftake,  may  deferve  attention,  viz. 

In  the  fickly  feafon  1741,  were 
twenty-five  fevers  in  the  bifhop’s  own  fa¬ 
mily,  which  were  cured  by  tar-water 
drank  copioufly;  and  the  fame  method, 
was  praftifed  by  feveral  of  his  poor  neigh¬ 
bours  with  equal  fuccefs.  It  fuddenly 
calmed  the  feverifh  anxieties ;  and  it  was 
found  that  without  bleeding,  vomiting, 

bliftering. 
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I 

bliftering,  or  any  other  evacuation  or  mef-* 
dicine,  very  bad  fevers  could  be  cured,  viz. 
by  the  foie  drinking  of  tar^water  milk- 
warm,  and  in  good  quantity,  as  a  large 
glafs  every  hour  in  bed:  and  it  was  ob-^, 
fervable,  that  fuch  as  were  cured  by  this 

I 

comfortable  cordial,  recovered  health  and 
fpirits  at  once;  .while  thofe  who  had  been 
cured  by  evatuations,  languifhed  long 
before  they  recovered.” 

SPRING,  1742. 

March.  Extremely  dufty,  fcarce  any 
rain  or  high  winds :  generally  ferene  and 
cold:  the  winds  N.  E.  N.W.  S.  E/ 
and  E. 

April.  The  drought  of  laft  month  con¬ 
tinued  through  this,  which  was  deftitute 
of  its  ufual  fliowers,  except  of  hail  at  the 
beginning:  the  winds  N.  W.  N.  N.E. 
W.  E.  and  S.E^ 

*  I'he  end  of  April  was  exceflivcly  hot  and  dry,  like 
the  middle  of  fummer,  fo  that  the  flies  appeared. 

May. 
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May.  The  drought  of  laft  month  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  lixth  of  this  :  thence  to  the 
thirteenth,  ferene  and  cold,  and  the  winds 

•w 

N.  N.  E.  and  N.  W.  thence  to  the  end 
rain  and  fair  weather  interchangeably,  and 
the  winds  W.  S.  W.  S.E.  and  E. 

The  cold  and  dry  fpring  was  attended 
with  diforders  not  unlike  thofe  of  the  two 
preceding  dry  and  cold  fprings,  particu¬ 
larly  colds  and  chin-coughs  5  and  the 
meafles  were  exceedingly  frequent.  The 
infirm,  both  young  and  old,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  the  afthmatic,  fuffered  greatly,  and 
not  lefs  remarkably  than  did  the  vegeta¬ 
bles,  during  this  fliarp  cold  feafon  and  pre- 

* 

valence  of  the  N.  E.  wdnds ;  and  the  colds  . 
affedled  not  only  mankind,  but  the 
liorfes  ;  and  was  fatal  to  feveral,  both  here 
and  in  England,  particularly  at  Plymouth, 
where  Huxham  obferves,  that  in  March 
almoft  all  the  horfes  out  of  the  liable  had 
the  mange  and  a. purulent  cough. 

-SUMMER. 

June.  The  firft  half  of  the  month 
4noftly  ferene,  and  the  winds  variable  ;  yet 


gene- 
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generally  at  fome  point  of  the  E.  the  latter 
half  frequent  fhowers,  often  fultry,  and 
fometimes  a  little  thunder.  The  winds 
S.  E.  S.  and  S.  W. 

July.  Frequent  fhowers  were  inter- 
fperfed  through  the  greateft  part  of  the 
month,  and  it  wasxool:  the  winds  varia¬ 
ble,  but  concluded  hot ;  the  wind  E. 

Auguft.  Serene  and  warm  weather :  a 
long  continued  fummer:  the  winds  E. 
and  S.  E. 

The  fummer  was  more  healthful  than 
the  fpring,  and  the  fever  mentioned  laft 
year  was  far  lefs  frequent,  and  difappeared 
entirely  in  winter. 


AUTUMN. 


September.'  Variable  as  to  ferenity, 
•wind,  heat,  and  coldj  the  winds  vari¬ 
able.  ' 

Odlober.  Generally  very  windy  and  wet. 
The  fecend,  tenth,  and  eleventh,  ftormy 
at  S.  W.  The  winds  generally  between 
S.  and  W.  there  w^ere  alfo  frequent  flight 
frofts. 


No- 
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'Novemben  The  beginning  ftormy  and 
the  wind  W*  thence  to  the  end  interpo- 
fitions  of  hail*  fnow^  and  froft,  and  fre¬ 
quent  fogs ;  and  the  principal  winds  W. 
N*E.  E.  and  S.E* 

The  autumn  produced  but  few  difeafes. 

W  I  N  T^E  R,  1742,  1743* 

December*  The  firft  half  of  the  month 
generally  frofty,  and  the  wind^  S.  E*  the 
remaining  part  of  tlie  month  frequent 
ftorms,  and  wind  at  S*  W. 

January*  The  ftormy  weather  of  laft 
month  continued  with  rain  the  firft  feven 
days  of  this,  and. the  wind  W.  and,  S*  W, 
thence  to  the  .twenty-l^bild  alternities  of 
fog,  froft,  cloudy  weather,  and  rain,  and 
the  winds  E*  S.E.  W.  and  S.  W.  thence 
to  the  end  very  ftormy,  arid  the  wind  S*  W* 

,  February;  The  wet  and  windy  wea¬ 
ther  of  laft  month  continued  the  firft 
fourteen  days  of  this,  and  the  winds  ge¬ 
nerally  between  S.  and  W.  The  third 
agreat  ftorm  at  S.  and  S*  S.  E.  From  the 
fourteenth  to  the  twentieth  ferene,  the 

H  winds 


/ 
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winds  r a§  before ;th©n«5vto .  .end ,  wet 

V-  w 

and  windy,  the  winds- JY.  'S,  W,  .,aj>d 

N,  W<.  ::  J.:,  :'  lo  riurul. 


<  ( 


jfi..  *'■ 


. -o *  ■> •*  ■;  f', 

™i  V  -4  t  ^  ^ 


T 

'  \  ' 

jt  V  V 


summary; 

w  W.A  4  t  .  ‘  1  «  ...  X  I  i' 

Spring  exceffively ■  dry., ,  as  ,  tworlaft  . 
years,  with  a  continued* prevalence  of  N. 
and  E.  winds,  x  -  <  “ 

A  fecond  hot  fumrheri'T  , 

\ 

f 

The  Autumn  variable.  ^  ^  c  i  v  ^  r ; 

f  '  '  ■* 

Winter  ftormy,  yetmot  wi|:hput aconfi-i* 
derable  frofts  ihterpofedi)^;/  rno:: 

Provifions,  this  winter, 'were  as  plenti- " 
ful  as  they  had  been  Tcareefor  the  two  laft 
years  :  bread  was;  foldl  at  ,  twenty^^one 
pounds  -fix  "ounces  for  a  (hilling,  and  thie 
winter  quarter  was'  remarkably  health^ 
and  ftormyr  .  vv  .c  .  ^  .  /  aifj 

The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  I  w^s 
two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty* 

'■  -'d  i;:. 

;  .*  S  P  R  I  N  G,  1743.  ^ 

March.  A  very  C9]d  month,  frejjnest 
frofts,  fnow,  and  hail.  The  winds  va- 


-f  O 


OY  ...Y 


April. 


/ 
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*  _  * 

April.'  The  frofty  weather  of  laft  month 

Continued  the  firft  feven  days  of  this,  with 
hair  and  fnow,  and  N.  and  N.W* 
winds  .:  the  reft  of  the  month  feafonable 
interpofitions  of  fhowers  as  ufual,  and 
the  winds  S*  W.  S.  E.  E.  and  N,  E. 

May.  Warm  and  unufually  dry  wea-* 
ther  for  the  firft  thirteen  days,,  and  the 
winds  E.  fucceeded  by  a  fudden  coldnefs 
of  fome  days,  and  the  winds  more  N. 
thence  to  the  end  wet  and  windy  at  times, 
and  the  winds  W.  and  S.  W. 

The  fpring  was  not  exempt  from  colds 
and  inflammatory  diforders,  qninzies,  oph- 
thalmies,  &c.  But  in  April  the  influenza 
or  catarrh,  which  had  made  its  firft  ap- 
pearance  at  Rome  (where  it  fwept  away 
multitudes,  as  it  did  afterwards  in  Spain) 
reached  London,  where  it  proved  fatal  to 
feveral,  efpecially  the  old  and  infirm  j  and 
advanced  their  weekly  bills  to  one  thou- 
fand  one  hundred,  and  one  thoufand  five 
hundred,  near  treble  the  ufual  number  : 
but  it  did  not  arrive  in  Dublin  until 

:  '  H  2  where 


f 
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where  It  was  milder  and  lefs  fatal  than 
in  London,  our  weekly  bill  at  its  greateft 
height,  May  twenty,  being  only  fixty-feveni 
which -falls  greatly  Ihort  of  the  above 
proportion  of  deaths  in  London  j  as  alfo 
far  fliort  of  the  number  dying  in  the  two 
refembling  epidemic  diforders  of  1732, 
1733,  and  1737,  defcribedabove,  thefirftof 
which  was  at  the  latter  end  of  winter  and 
beginning  ’of  fpring,  the  latter  in  06lo-^ 
ber  :  whereas  this  made  its  attack  on  us 
here  at  the  end  of  the  fpring,  a  feafon  lefs 
favourable  to  the  difeafe,  as  more  en¬ 
couraging  the  neccflary  perfpiration,  by 
which  the  diftemper  was  ufually  carried  off. 
Compare  alfo  the  year  1762,  where  is  a 
return  of  the  like  epidemic. 

It  vifited  the  remote  parts  of  Ulfter  and 
Munfter,  fcarce  fparing  a  family,  and 
fpread  itfelf  over  Europe  like  the  two  epi¬ 
demic  diforders  above  mentioned. 

Foreftus  mentions  an  epidemical  cough 
and  catarrh,  which  over- ran  all  Europe  in 
fix  weeks  time,  of  which  fcarce  one  in  a 

thou- 
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thoufand  died  5  from  which  however  the 
influenza '  differed,  proving  fatal  to  fe- 
veral. 

The  attack  was  like  that  of  a  violent 
.cold  tending  to  a  fever,  it  being  truly  a  ca- 
tarrhal  fever.  It  began  commonly  with 
horrors,  a  great  pain  in  the  head  and 
back,  forenefs  of  the  cheft  and  limbs,  in 
fome  forfe  throats,  lownefs  of  fpirits  at¬ 
tended  in  others,  and  in  fome  a  flight  de¬ 
lirium,  in  others  a  vomiting  attended. 

The  tongue  was  for  the  mofl  part 
white,  the  pulfe  but  rarely  quick,  the 
blood  fizy. 

The  natural  crifis  was  by  fweat,  the 
firft  or  fecond  day,  though  in  fome  weak¬ 
ly  perfons  the  fweat  was  protrafted  till  the 
third  or  fourth  day,  and  fome  held  out  to 
the  fourteenth  and  twenty-firfl:  day,  and 
died. 

It  was  obferved  to  leave  the  hypochon¬ 
driacal  weak  and  low  for  a  confidcrable 
time.  It  proved  fatal  to  many  of  the  old, 
infirm,  aflhmatic,  and  tabid; 

H  3  . 


I  ob- 
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I  obferved  fope  remains  -of-  it  ,to 
ccntinue  with  us  to  the  latter  eiid  of 

^  V  i  V  .» i  • 

July-  ,  .> 

Now  in-  order  tOj  iHuftrate  the  above 
hiftory,  and  to  take  .off  furprize.frphJ  th?, 
lei's  learned  reader,  1  lhall  here  exhibit, 
from  the  collefi;io;ns  of  the  iadefatig^jhle 
Dr.  Short,  in  his  Chronological  Hiftory 
of  the  Weather  an.d  Seafons,  an  account 
of  fome  other  notable  epidemics  in  feveral 
refpefts  fimilar  to  this,  viz.  , 

I,  The  Sudor  Anglicus,  which  made  its 
lift  appearance  in  England  in  the  year 
1485,  when  it  was  very  fatal,  killing  many 

k  A.  /  . 

in  three  or  four  hours,  aiid  in  fome  towns 
a  half,  in  others  a  third,  of  their  inha- 
bitants.  •  ^ 


'  Its  fecond.vi|it  wa^  in  1506,  whejn  it 
was  not  fo  fatal  as  before,  .the  remedy  be- 
ing  found  out,  viz.  going  to  bed,  and  pro- 
nxotin^  large  fweats  for  a  day.  , 

It  differed  remarkably  from  the  influx 
enza^  in  the  fubjefts  It  attacked,  which 
were  njoftly  ftrpng  perfpns  between  thirty 

•  and 


t 
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ande  ajid  r  rarely  -afFeiled  thp  old, 

whicji,  the  influenza  attacked  ijnoft/ 

1 2.;  In  the  ye^r:rl^88^-^in -the  middle  of 

\ 

May, -r^  fever  began^  ^at  London^'  which 
fpread  over  all  Englandv  and  likewife  over 
aU  IreJ^nd  in  July  :  alfp  it  fpread,- ov  all 

i 

Eui|ope  from  eaft  fqiveftJ  It  feldom  held 
:the:lij:k  above  two  pr  three  days,  ^except 
.they,  were  let  bloody  and^then  itjafted  feven 
^  or  eigJht  befor;e  the  ^  fweat  ( which'was  the 
general  crifis)  began. 

Nqtpne  of ‘fifteen  efcaped,  yet  not  one 
-of  a  thpufaiid  died;  rand  it  was  Pbferved 
Tboth^vip^^EngJ^nd  rand  Ireland  fome  time 
before  the  fever  beganj^  that  a  flight,  but 
univerfal  difeafey  feized  -  the  horfes,.  viz. 
;a  gr-eat;  defluftion  of.  rheum  froni  their 
noles*^  -  -i:/:-; 

j.-A  like  diforder '  prevailed'  alfo  A,  D. 
1691^  in  many  parts  of  Europe,  in  Lon¬ 
don,  andcaftenwards  in  Dnbliny  travelling 
frprnpafjt  to  weft,  as  did  the  influenza,  and 
likewife  the  catarrhal  fever  of  “1732,  and 

1737- 

H  4 


'  4.  The 
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4.,  The  Dunkirjc  fever,  fo  called  frdm 
its  being  brought  by  foldiers  from'  that 
place,  which  appeared  in  London  in  1^13, 
*  having  probably  had  its  original  froii;^ 
the  plague  which  broke  out  a  few  years 
before  at  Dantzick,  began  only  with  a  pain 
in  the  head,  and  went  off  ufually  in  large: 
fweats  after  a*day’s  confinement ;  Ijiit  af 
Dunkirk  it  was  attended  with  the  adjditi- 

I  *  *  * 

onal  fymptoms  of  vomiting,  diarrhoea, 

&C,  .  \ 

Dr.  Short  adds  to- the  fymptoms  a  fe- 

«  ^  ’  » *  ■  ft)  1!  *  ~ 

vere  dry  cough,  and  fays  that  -  fweating 
and  diuretics  were'  the  cure,  but  bleeding 
was  very  pernicious  or  fatal.  ■  •* 

5.  Thedifeafe  called  coccaluche  oircoc- 
calucio  (becaufe  the  fick  wore  a  cap  or 
covering  clofe  all  over  their  heads)  came 
from  theifland  Melite  in  Africa  into  Si- 
cily,  A.  p.  1510,  fo  into  Spain  and  Italy, 
and  thence  over '  the  Alps'  into  Portugal, 
Hungary,  and  a  great  part  of  Germany, 
even  to  the  Baltic  Sea,  every  month  fhift- 


Medd  on  the  Plague. 


ing 
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ing  its  fituation  with  the  wind,  fo  into 
France,  Britain,  &c.  raging  over  all  Eu¬ 
rope,  not  miffing  a  family,  fcarce  a  per- 
fon.  This  alfo  was  an  epidemic  catarrh, 
and  was  attended  with  a  grievous  pain  in  • 
the  head;  hoarfenefs,  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing,  and  a  teazing  cough,  threatening  fuf- 
location.  The  firft  days  it  was  without 
fpitting  j  but  the  feventh  or  eighth  day 
much  phlegm  was  fpit  up,  and  then  the 
Cpugh  and  fhortnefs  of  breath  were  eafier. 
None  died  except  fome  children.  In 
fome  it,  went  off  with  a  loofenefs,  in 

f 

others  by  fweating ;  bleeding  and  purging 
did  hurt 

This  diforder  appeared  again  A.  D. 
1555^  1580,  and  1 597.  So  far  Dr.  Shor?. 

«  •••  ♦  4 

r 

SUMMER. 

Jun^.  Generally  ferene  and  dry,  though 
from  the  twelfth  to  the  eighteenth  re¬ 
markably  cold:  the  month  concluded 
warm.  '  The  winds  variable. 

♦  Short’s  Chronological  hiftory  of  the  Weather  and 
Difeafes. 

July. 


'io6 


f-rs 

1 
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Julj;.  Frequent  •fhowers  jthrqughmit 
tjie;  months  and  fometii^s,  fultry.-  The 
jjvinds- variable# rr' '■  j  ^  '' 

'  .Auguft.  Gei^crally  feretie  ;_^nd  hot, 
and  the.  prindpal  winds  at  Iqnie  poiirt  pf 

the  E.'  •’  The  thermoroeter  higher  than  for 

%  ' 

foine^years paft. 

>  *  '  t  "  .  *  A  "\ 

-  -  ^"A'U-T  U  M  N, 

Set^ember.  Xbe  weather  w^fVepy  y 

.*  rf'  V  *  h  A  J  *  '■  ■*  ■  ^  ^  1L  ,  i.  t  t  A' 

riable,  .the  beginning  generally  ,  spld.  wd 
the  winds  W.  and  N.  \Y*  The.  nnd4ie 

i  :  i  ■  .  ■  i !  i  V'  i  i  •  /.  '  i .  1  i  '  ti  t ,  i,'  'X 

of  the  , month  warm  and,  fummer-like, 
at^d.Jhe  yvit^ds^S*  The  end  .aold,  and 

^  <  fc  V  ....  i  i-  ^  V.  I  t  ^ '  .  *  /  ^  ^  1  y  o  »  ■  V 

the^winds  N.  E,  S.E.  and  N*'  W. 


r' 

.  ..* « 


.U  i 


QO(So|},ej:-  Generally  ferene  and  dry^thc 
foregoing  half  of  the  month  : -  the  fatter 
half  frequent  rains  arid  fome  little  froft, 
and  fometimes  fultry,  and  concluded  ftorniy . 
The  winds  variable*  ^ ,, 

^  NoYeinber.  The  windy  and  wjet , wea¬ 
ther  ?con|:inued  ,the  firfc  Tix  day S|  .the 
.  winds  W.  and  S»  W;  This  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  froft  and  Ni  .  and  .N#  W.  winds : 

.  '.  and 
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and  this„by  dark  , mizzling  weather,  thp 
winds  N.  E.  S.  E.  S.  W.  and  S.  The 
montji  concluded  warm;  ^n4 
with.S.  W.  and  S.-  wmds.  ^  ^ 


The  fummer  and  autumn  were;.vr:e?sf 

<L_  ■'  'iw 

markable /or  health,  as-  well  as  /or- ferti- 
lity  iand  plenty  in  large  crops  of^corn  of 
all  forts  j  and  we  bad  fcarce  any  difeafes 
then  or  in  winter,  except  colds  and  fore, 
throats,  from  which  we  are  foldom  long 
exempted;  r  '  ;*  -  ^ 


Throughout  the  iiQt  month  of  Auguft 
were  frequent,  both  among  children  and 
adults,  ^white  tubercles  on  the  fkin,  j  as 
from  the  flinging  of  .nettles ;  (the  -  eflere 
Arabum) '  but  no  way  dangerous,  nor 
requiring  *  the  afliflance  i ' of  the  phyfi- 
cian,  ‘  ^ 


Y*i; 


f",  ;  ? 


{ ' 


■/  i  ;  i  i 
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December.  Generally  frofty  and  foggy, 
^nd  the  principal  _winds  S.  E.  N.  W. 
W.  and  E. 

January  the  prevailing  weather  of 

the 


ig8  history  of 

/ 

thb  month  was  frofty,  and  the  winds 

r  ' 

variable.  ■  ■  •  -  • 

.  February.  Moftly  fair  the  firfl:  half  of 
the  month,  and' the  winds  variable  :  the  . 


latter  half  of  the  rtiohth  wet  and  windy, 
the  winds  S.  Wv  and  S.  W.  The  eigh- 
teen'th  at  night  a  great  ftorm  at  W.  and 
again  the  twenty-eighth  at  S.  W.  -'  '  - 


S  U  M  M  A  R.y, 


Spring  variable,  lefs  unfeafonable;  than 
the  ifprings  of  the  three  laft  years,^  though 
ftill  inclined  to  .cold.'  ,  r;  , 


•  Summer  moftly  ferene,  hot,  and  dry.- 
Autum  variable. 


Winter  frofty,  and  concluded  (ftormy. 

Befides  the  ^ fore  throats  endemial  to  this 
country,  there  raged  this  autumn  and  win¬ 
ter  (having  begun  in  fummer,  and  which 
was*  not  e5l:tin61:  for  many  yeary  after)  an 
epidemic  difeafe,  which  might  pafs  under  * 
that*  general  denomination,  but  was  of  ‘  a 


^  It  alfo  began  in  France  in  the  year  I743»'  and  re¬ 
turned  at  different  times  after. 


Ypecies 
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fpecies  wholly  diftinft,  being  very  malig¬ 
nant  and  fatal  to  children,  and  dnding 
the  Ikill  of  phyficians. 

It  raged  in  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
as  well  as  remote  counties,  particularly  in 
the  county  of  Wicklow,  Carlow,  Queen’s 
County,  Kilkenny,  Cavan,  Rofconimon, 
Leitrem,  Sligo,  and  perhaps  many  others, 
carrying  off  incredible  numbers,  and 
fometimes  fweeping  away  the  children  of 
whole  villages  in  a  few  days :  however,  there 
were  but  very  few  inftances  of  it  in  Dub¬ 
lin,  the  fmoak  of  the  city  perhaps  correft- 
ing  the  morbid  effluvia,  as  in  divers  other 
epidemics  j  and  therefore  phyficians  in 
the  country  were  beft  able  to  give  a  def- 
cription  of  this  difeafe,  and  of  the  me¬ 
thods  purfued  for  the  cure  of  it,  who, 
however,  as  far  as  I  have  learnt,  have 
been  profoundly  filent  on  this  fubje£t, 
although  fo  deeply  intei'efting,  and  the 
difeafe  fo  defl:ru6live  and  •reproachful  to 
their  art  ;  nor  is  it.tp  be  doubted  but  ac¬ 
counts  of  fuch  diforders  communicated 


to 


no 
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r 

to  the  public,  and  compared,  fogethei* 

‘With  the  various  endeavours  ufed  to  cute 

\ 

them,  might  have  ftarted  very  ufefui 

hintst  '  - 

♦ 

*  * 

•  It  is  probable  that  w8  had  this  diforder 

here^  as  early  as  we  have  any  accouhts  of 
the  malignant  fore  throat  in  England, 
which  though  not  in  all  refpefts  like  ours,  yet 
the'moft- probable  method  of  cure  feems  in 
both  to  be  the  fame,  which  method  a  cor- 
refpondeiit  of  mine  in  the  country;  Do61:or 
Molloy,  had  the  fagacity  to  ftrikc  out 
long  before  any  accounts  of  their  malig¬ 
nant  fore  throat  in  England  were  publifli- 
ed,  which,  together. with  his  defcription 
of  the  difeafe,  I  (hall  here  infert,  viz. 

-  It  is  peculiar  to  children,  and  thofe 
chiefly  of  from  a  month  to  three,  four, 
five,  fix,  eight,  or  nine  years  old.  They 
commonly,  for  a  day  or  wo,  or  more, 
had  a  little  hoarfenefs,  fometimes  a  little 
cough  r  then*  *m  an-inftant  they  were  feiz- 
ed  with  a  great  ^fuffbcation,  lafting  a  mi¬ 
nute  or  two,  and  their  face  became 
^  "  livid : 
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livid  -.  theyjhave  frequent  returns  of  thefc 
fits  of  liiffocation  like  afthmatic  perfons. 
Th?.  faid  fuffocation  is  ever  followed  by 
one  •  fymptom,  which  coptinues  till  they 
die,  viz.  a  prodigious  rattling  in  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  afpera  arteria,  refembling 
^that  found  vyhich  attends  colds  where  there 
is  phlegm  that  cannot  be  got  up.  It  is 
fcarce  fenfible  when  they  are  awake,'  but 
very  great  when  they  are  afleep.” 

The  chief  feat  of  the  difeafe  feems  to 
be  , in  the  glottis,  not  far  in  the  afpera 
arteria.  They  have  no.  difficulty  of  fwal- 
lowing,  nor  does  there  appear  the  leaft 
fwelling  inwardly  or  outwardly,  though 
.the  uvula  and  parts  about  it- are  intenfely 
red. 

j.  Every  one  that  is  able,  at  fometimeor 
.other  of  the'  difeafe,  but  generally  at  the 
beginning,  throws  up,  by  a  flight  cough, 
fome  florid,  dilute  blood.  .  They^  have 
for  the  mofl:  part  a  difpofition  to  vomit, 
which  when  they  do,  they  throw  up  a 
vafl  quantity  of  extremely  vifcid  mat¬ 
ter. 

.  w  ^  V. 


They 
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Thfey  have  hb  thirft,  hor  do  I  pefcdvdr 

any  quickriefs  iii  their  pulfe  *  :  alfo  their 

•» 

urine  and  ftools  are  in  a  natural  Way. 

> 

They  have  geilerally  i  clamniy  fweat  on 
them,  and  their  breath  is  ffetid. 

Their  death  is  generally  fudden^  and 
when  leaft  expe6led,  the  ^Ifb  being  good 
a  minute  before.  Many  die  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  none  live  above  five  days. 
Some  have  tuniours  behind  the  earsj  which 
mortify :  many  have  a  prodigious  weeping; 
behind  the  ears,  which  is  very  corrofive. 

I  have  tried  evacuations  of  all  kinds: 

f 

frequent  bleeding  and  fevere  bliftering 
were  of  no  fervice. 

A  certain  child  recovered  by  a  very  prb- 
fufe  fweat,  which  came  naturdly,  and 
continued  two  days  and  nights  5  this  ptit 
me  upon  the  following  experiments :  I  or¬ 
dered  that  the  children  who  took  this  dif- 

*  So  Short  in  his  Chfonological  Hiftory  of  the  "^(fea¬ 
ther  and  Seafons  obfcrVe§,  in  the  malighaht  fore  throat 
at  its  firft  appearance  in  England,  A.  D.  1742!,  the  puMe 
and  ufine  to  be  as  in  health :  but  in  <744, 45, 46,'  it  Waa 
attended  with  a  putrid  fever  and  petechiae. 

1 


order 
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order  Ihould  be  firfl:  put  into  the  warm 
bath,  and  that  a  fweat  fhould  be  forced 
byfack-whey,  orabolus  of  therlaca  andro- 
machi  and  camphor.  Thofe  who  fweat- 
ed  by  this  means  recovered,  but  thofe  that 
did  not  fweat,  died.  So  far  my  cor- 
refpondent. 

T ournefort,  in  his  Voyage  to  the  Levant, 
mentions  a  difeafe,  which  feems  to  have 
borne  a  confiderable  refemblance  to  this ; 
and  the  method  of  cure  may  ferve  as  an 
illuftration  and  confirAiation  of  that  above 
propofed,  viz.  it  is  frequent  in  the  Le¬ 
vant,  and  peculiar  to  infants,  whom  it 
kills  in  forty-eight  hours,  being  truly  a 
carbuncle  in  the  bottom  of  the  throat,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  fever.  ,  The  beft  me¬ 
thod  is  to  vomit  inftantly  upon  the  firit 
feizure,  and  to  repeat  the  vomit,  and  keep 
up  the  ftrength  by  cordials,  particularly 
by  theriaca,  fal  volatile,  and  the  like;  and 
the  folution  of  liquid  ftorax  is  an  excellent 
gargle  in  this  cafe. 

In  the  year  1748,  Dr.  Fothergill  p,ub- 

I  lifhed 
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lifhed  an  accurate  account  of  the  fore 
throat  attended  with  ulcers,  which  had 
appeared  of  late  years  in  London,  and  the 
parts  adjacent,  which,  among  other  ap¬ 
pellations,  is  diftinguiflied  by  thofe  of  angi¬ 
na  maligna,  and  carbunculus  anginofus, 
which,  with  refpeft  to  the  fubjefts  it  at¬ 
tacked,  the  tendency  of  the  parts  to  mor¬ 
tification,  and  the  method  of  cure  alfo,  bore 
a  great  refemblance  to  ours  ^  altho’  it 
muft  be  owned  that  the  feat  of  the 
difeafe  was  different,  being  in  ours  chief-- 
ly  the  organs  of  refpiration,  in  the  other 
thofe  of  deglutition,  with  a  tumor  in 
the  uvula  and  tonfils,  not  obfervable  in 
ours ;  as  alfo  a  quicknefs  of  pulfe  in  that, 
which,  according  to  my  correfpondent 
above,  did  not  attend  ours: 

But  what  agrees  more  exaftly  to  ours 
is  the  charaftereftic  fymptom  I  find  defcri- 
bed  in  number  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions,  by 
Dr.  Starr,  under  the  name  of  morbus 
ftrangulatorius,  thus : 


An 
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An  occult  angina,  or  morbus  ftran- 
gulatorius,  has  within  thefe  four  years 
(viz.  preceding  the  year  1749)  reigned  in 
feveral  parts  of  Cornwall  with  great  feve- 

Hty,  and  fwept  away  whole  families  of 
children. 

“  In  all  thefe  are  figns  of  a'putrid  dlf- 
polition  in  the  juices,  v.  g.  in  fome  corro- 
live  ulcers  in  the  groin,  and  about  the 
anus,  eating  deep  and  threatening  morti¬ 
fication  j  but  the  pathognomonic  figns 
are  a  fhort,  low,  becking  cough,  produc¬ 
tive  of  a  difficult,  noify,  and  ftrangulating 
relpiration^ 

“  The  matter  fpit  up  was  very  like  jelly, 
mixed  with  a  white  opaque  thready  mat¬ 
ter,  fomewhat  refembling  a  rotten  mem¬ 
branous  bag  or  flough,  and  it  is  truly  in  part 
membranous,  confifting  of  the  mucous 
coat  of  the  larynx  and  afpera  arteria, 
with  a  vifcid  matter  flicking  to  it  like 
bird-lime }”  and  he  concludes  with  this 
mournful  obfervation,  “  that  no  remedy  has 
yet  been  found  for  itj  ”  from  whence  the 

I  2  fupe- 
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fuperior  malignity  of  this  difeafe,  as  well 
as  of  ours  above  defcribed,  appears :  for 
in  1748,  when  Dr.  Fothergill  publilhed 
his  account  of  the  angina  above  mention¬ 
ed  in  and  about  London,  he  fays  it  was 
fo  mild  as  feldom  to  prove  fatal,  unlefs  ill 
treated,  or  meeting  with  a  bad  fubjeft,  the 
morbid  miafmata  having  been  perhaps  part¬ 
ly  weakened  by  time,  and  partly  corredled 
by  the  effluvia  of  the  city :  however,  the 
method  propofed  in  ours  above  agrees  very 
nearly  to  what  has  been  found  moft  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  other;  bleeding,  purging, 
and  antiphlogiftic  medicines  (the  proper 
remedy  in  the  common  angina)  having 
been  found  of  no  fervice  at  all,  but  rather 
prejudicial :  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  warm 
cordial  and  alexipharmic  regimen  and  me¬ 
dicines,  have  been  attended  with  encou¬ 
raging  fuccefs,  which  is  agreeable  to  the  ob- 
fervation  of  Huxham  on  the  malignant 
ulcerous  fore  throat  which  raged  at  Ply¬ 
mouth  from  the  year  1751  to  1753,  ^^at 
whenever  moderate,  equally  diffufed  fweats 


came 
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came  on  the  third,  fourth,  or  fifth 
day,  or  later,  they  were  critical  and  falu- 
tary. 

Dr.  Short  fent  me  the  following  ac¬ 
count  of  the  further  progrefs  and  dif¬ 
ferent  appearances  put  on  by  this  dif- 
eafe,  viz. 

It  never  left  Sheffield  entirely  fince 
the  year  1745.  Sometimes  it  was  much 
milder ;  but  in  July  1759,  it  returned  again 
in  a  violent,  epidemic,  contagious,  and  fa¬ 
tal  manner,  and,  befides  others,  cut  off 
whole  families  of  children.  Now  the 
fymptoms  were  different  from  thofe  in 
1741,  for  a  brifk  fever  attended,  which  was 
followed  by  great  licknefs  and  pukings, 
which  continued  fome  hours,  and  when 
thefe  abated,  a  diarrhoea  fucceeded,  and  the 
greater  the  diarrhoea,  the  more  violent  the 
fymptoms:  the  next  day  the  tonfils  began 
to  fwell,  as  alfo  the  face,  which  feemed 
cedematous,  then  eruptions  like  the  mea- 
fles  broke  out  all  over  the  body :  about 
two  days  after,  a  Janious  humour  began 

I  3  to 
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to  flow  from  the  noftrils,  and  often  from 
the  eyes.  The  fwelling  in  the  face  kept 
increafing,  and  the  tonfils  grew  much 
larger,  till  about  the  ninth  or  eleventh 
day,  when  the  flck  died  as  it  were  fuffo- 
cated  by  the  deluge  of  phlegm  which- had 
fallen  upon  the  tonfils,  uvula,  and  laiynx ; 
none  had  a  peripneumony. 

In  fome  there  was  an  efflorefcence 
'  on  the  fkin  like  the  fcarlet  fever,  and  thefe 
recovered. 

All  evacuations  and  antiphlogiftics 
were  fatal ;  warming  attenuant  medicines 
fucceeded  befl.” 

Rotheram,  March  26,  1760, 

.1, 

For  further  fatisfaftion  on  this  fub^ 
je£l,  I  refer  to  Dr,  Home's  Enquiry  into 
the  Nature,  Caufe,  and  Cure,  of  the  Croup, 
publifhed  at  Edinburgh  1765,  a  difeaf^ 
which  agrees  well  to  that  above  deferibed 
by  my  Jrifh  correfpondent,  and  to  the 
abovementioned  morbus  ftrangulatorius 
pf  Dr.  Starr,  in  the  moft  effential  and  dif» 

tin^ 
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tinguifhing  fymptoms  and  circumftanccs, 
viz.  in  the  noife  and  fufFocation  in  breath¬ 
ing;  in  its  fudden  and furprifing  fatality; 
in  the  membranous-like  bag,  which  is 
fometimes  fpitted  up;  in  the  feat  of 
the  difeafe  ;  and  in  the  fubjefts  it  at¬ 
tacked.  y 

The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  was 
two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three. 

I 

SPRING,  1744. 

March.  Generally  windy,  with  great 
rains,  fnow  and  hail,  and  the  principal 
winds  at  fome  point  of  the  N.  or  E. 

N.  B.  There  has  been  more  rain  fince 
the  middle  of  February  laft,  than  fince  the 
great  froft  in  17393  during  the  fame  fpace 
of  time. 

April.  A  cold  month  for  the  moft 
part,  and  the  principal  winds  N.  and  N.  W. 
The  feventh  at  night  a  hurricane  from 
one  to  four  in  the  morning. 

May,  Generally  fair,  and  the  month 

I  4 
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concluded  hot.  The  principal  winds  at 
fome  point  of  the  E. 

It  was  a  healthful  fpring,  fo  that  few 
difeafes  appeared,  except  the  endemial  ones, 
as  colds,  fore  throats,  tumors  of  the  face 
and  jaws,  and  ophthalmies,  to  which  per¬ 
haps  might  be  added  a  few  pleuritic  and 
peripneumonic  cafes. 

Agues  however,  which  had  been  rarely 
feen  for  fome  years  paft,  were  now  pretty 
frequent;  and  moreover,  the  mortal  angina 
defcribed  in  the  laft  year  as  raging  thiefly 
in  the  country,  did  indeed  attack  fome  few 
of  our  children  here,  and  proved  fuddenly 
fatal  to  them :  otherwife  the  ordinary 
fore  throats  proved  mild  enough,  as  ufual. 


SUMMER. 

June.  The  fore  and  greater  part  of  the 
month  fair,  the  latter  part  frequent  fhow- 
ers,  and  fometimes  great  changes  from 
fultry  to  cold.  The  principal  winds  E. 
N.  E.  and  S.  E. 

July. 
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July.  Frequent  fhowers  the  fore  and 
latter  part  of  the  month,  and  the  winds 

variable.  From  the  twelfth  to  the  twen- 

% 

ty-fecond  ferene,  and  the  winds  E.  and 
S.  E.  The  month  ended  cold  and  wet. 

Auguft.  Unfeafonably  wet  and  windy 
moft  of  the  month,  and  the  wind  generally 
W.  and  S.  W.  The  nionth  concluded 
ftormy. 

The  fummer-feafori  was  alfo  healthful. 

I  faw  however  fome  fcrophulous  patients 
to  whom  the  N,  and  E.  winds  of  laft  fpiing 
feemed  to  have  been  very  hurtful. 

AUTUMN. 

September.  Generally  wet  and  windy, 
as  the  laft  month,  and  the  winds  for  the 
moft  part  S.  W.  and  W.  though  fome- 
times  S.  E.  and  thefe  as  produ6live  of  rain 
as  the  S.  W.  The  twenty-fixth  a  ftorm 
at  S.  E.  ' 

Oftober.  Very  wet,  and  fometimes  . 
windy,  much  like  the  two' former  months: 
the  winds  variable,  and  thofe  from  the 

E. 
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E.  points  not  lefs  attended  with  rain  than 
the  W. 

November.  Changeable  from  fair  to 
rain  or  wind,  and  foraetimes  froft,  and 
the  winds  variable.  Xhe  fecond,  third, 
lixth,  and  feventh,  ftormy  at  W.  and  S.  W. 
The  twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth  great 
floods.  The  month  ended  frofty. 

The  autumnal  quarter,  though  pre* 
ceded  by  and  attended  with  much  rain 
and  wind,  was  remarkably  more  healthy 
than  any  of  the  other  feafons  (and  Hux- 
ham  obferves  the  fame  thing  at  Plymouth) 
fo  that  in  November  one  of  the  weekly 
bills  of  mortality  amounted  only  to  eigh¬ 
teen,  about  a  third  of  the  ufual  number. 
It  is  indeed  no  new  thing  that  wet  and 
W'indy  weather  fliould  prove  healthful  in 
thefe  countries.  The  fame  obfervation 
holds  good  in  England,  as  Wintringhanx 
and  others  conftantly  affert. 

At  the  fame  time  it  may  be  worth  while 
to  obferve,  that  the  healthinefs  of  this  year 
and  of  the  laft  fucceeding  the  great  froft  in 

^739> 
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1739,  1740,  was  probably  alfo  very  much 
promoted  by  the  operation  of  that  froft, 
in  comminuting  and  meliorating  the  foil ; 
whence  it  yielded  plenty  of  good  corn,  and 
by  the  fucceeding  warmfummers  of  174 r> 
1742,  the  fruits  of  the  earth  were  duly 
maturated,  and  confequently  wholefome, 
and  lefs  apt  to  produce  a  lentor  in  the 
blood. 

WINTER,  1744,  1745. 

December  was  memorable  for  three  - 
things:  i,  A  great  heighth  of  the  baro¬ 
meter,  and  at  the  fame  time  very  little 
froft ;  2,  A  warmth  unufual  to  the  feafon ; 
3*  A  great  weight  of  the  hygrometer,  and 
predominant  moifture,  although  very  little 
rain;  pleafant  withal,  and  remarkably 
healthyt  The  winds  N,  W*  W#  and 
S-W. 

January,  Serene  partly,  but  with  fogs 
and  frofts  interpofed,  and  two  great  falls 
of  fnow  the  ninth  and  twenty-fourth ; 
the  wind  at  StE.  and  E*  and  from  the 

3  fnow. 
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fnow,  with  the  rain  following,  very  great 
floods.  The  principal  winds  S.  E.  and  N.  W. 

February.  Generally  frofty,  and  fnow 
between  whiles.  Th^  principal  winds 
N.W.  N.E.  or  S.E. 

SUMMARY. 

Spring  very  backward,  with  a  prevalence 
of  N.  and  E.  winds. 

Summer  variable  in  June  and  July  5  in 
Auguft  very  wet  and  windy. ' 

Autumn  rainy. 

,  Winter  foggy  and  partly  frofty,  efpeci- 
ally  in  February  •,  December  warm  ;  great 
floods  in  January. 

The  winter  produced  but  few  difeafes, 
except  colds,  and  a  few  trafiiable  dy- 
fenteries. 

In  February,  a  frofty  month,  the  colds 
became  extremely  frequent  and  epidemi¬ 
cal,  and  in  fome  few  ended  in  fudden  and 
fatal  peripneumonies. 

Some  agues  alfo  (rare  of  late)  made 
their  appearance. 
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The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  was 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  five. 

SPRING,  1745.  '  . 

March.  A  pleafant  and  dufty  month, 
for  the  moft  part  warm  and  fummer-like, 
though  with  a  little  rain  and  wind  fome- 
times  interpofed.  The  principal  winds 
S.  W.  then  S.  E. 

April.  A  cold  month,  frequent  hail, 
froft,  and  fnow.  The  principal  winds 
N.E.  S.E.  S.W.  and  N.  W. 

May.  Generally  very  wet  and  cool,  ex¬ 
cepting  only  a  very  few  warm  days.-  The 
principal  winds  S.  W.  rarely  S.  E.  but 
both  attended  with  moifture. 

Agues,  which  had  been  ufhered  In  laft  - 
year,  continued  to  prevail  this  fpring  ;  and 
in  the  cold  moift  month  of  June,  they  ' 
were  very  irregular  in  their  type. 

Our  endemial  difeafes,  coughs,  anginas, 
and  ophthalmies,  did  aifo  fometimes  appear; 
and  it  was  obfervable,  that  fome  of  thefe 
were  as  frequent  in  the  hot  weather  fuc- 

ceeding 
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ceedlng  the  cold,  as  they  had  been  in 
winter. 

SUMMER. 

June.  Generally  cloudy  and  cold,  with 
frequent  fhowers,  and  but  a  few  hot  days# 
The  principal  wind  S.  W. 

July.  Generally  ferene  and  warm.  The 
feventeenth  a  plentiful  rain,  and  a  little 
at  the  end  of  the  month,  and  cold.  The 
principal  winds  N.  W.  and  S.  E. 

Auguft.  Generally  very  wet  to  the 
twenty-third  inclufive,  but  a  few  fair  days 
interpofed.  The  fixteenth  and  feventeenth 
ftormy  at  S.  W.  The  month  concluded 
fair.  The  principal  winds  S.  E.  W.  and 
S.  W.' 

July  proved  generally  healthful :  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  month  was  a  fudden 
onfet  of  cold  weather,  attended  with  oph- 
thalmies,  anginas,  and  the  fmall-pox. 

In  Auguft  was  a  remarkable  increafe  of 
the  articles  of  fevers,  and  of  the  fmall- 
pox  in  the  weekly  bills,  fo  that  the  laft  on 

the 
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the  fourth  day  amounted  to  twenty-four  in 
a  week.  Compare  tlie  year  1740. 

The  fmall  pox  were  brought  to  us  by  a 
conflux  of  beggars  from  the  north,  oc- 
cafioncd  by  the  late  fcarcity  there,  whofe 
children,  full  of  the  fmall-pox,  were  fre¬ 
quently  expofed  in  our  ftreets. 

AUTUMN. 

September.  Extraordinarily  fair  and 
fumnrier-like  for  the  mofl:  part,  compen- 
fating  in  a  great  meafurc  for  the  late  cxcefs 
of  rain,  an<l  giving  a  fine  opportunity  for 
gatiicring  in  the  corn.  'I'he  principal 
wind  S.  E.  next  W. 

Odtober.  The  month  began  with  a  hur¬ 
ricane,  and  the  principal  weather  was  wet 
and  windy.  Stormy  the  tcntli  and  eleventJi 
at  S.  W.  and  S.  Tlie  princi])al  wind  of 
the  month  was  S.  W. 

November.  The  principal  weatlicr  was 
gloomy  and  foggy,  lefs  rain  and  wind  than 
ufual  this  month :  fome  froft,  cfpccially 
from  the  fourteenth  to  the  eighteenth; 
Tlic  principal  wind  was  E. 
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The  fummer-like  month  of  Septembejir 
was  {till  fertile  in  the  fmalhpox,  that  arti¬ 
cle  in  foine  of  the  weekly  bills  amounting 
to  twenty-two  and  twenty- feven.  They 
proved  frequently  fatal  this  month  as  well 
as  in  Auguft,  and  feveral  died  before  any 
maturation.  *  ^ 

WINTER,  1745,  1746. 

December.  The  firft  ten  days  cloudy 
and  foggy,  not  unpleafant,  w^ith  a  gentle 
breeze  from  the  E.  thence  to  the  twenty- 
fourth  generally  wet  and  windy,  and  the 
wind  S.W,  then  a  froft  of  a  few  days, 
and  the  month  concluded  cloudy  and 
mizzling,  with  a  S.  E.  wind. 

January.  Very  fair  and  fummer-Iike 
through  the  firft  fifteen  days  for  the  moft’ 
part,  and  the  winds  S.W.  S.  E.  and  S. 
The  reft  of  the  month  moftly  wet  and 
windy:  the  winds  W.  S.W.  and  S.  but 
it  concluded  frofty. 

FebiTiary.  Generally  frofty,  and  a  little 
fnow  and  hail,  and  fometimes  a  little  rain; 
The  winds  N.  E.  N.  W.  and  S.  W. 

S  U  M- 
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SUMMARY. 

Spring  forward  in  March,  but  proved 
backward  by  the  cold  of  the  two  following 
months. 

Summer  wet.  *  •  . 

Autumn  variable,  ferene,  wet,  windy, 
foggy,  and  fome  froft; 

Winter  open,  except  the  laft  month, 
which  was  frofty* 

In  January  fevers  were  frequent,  and 
proved  mortal  to  fotne^,  and  more  fo  in 
February. 

Coughs  were  frequent,  both  in  the  froft 
and  on  the  thaw. 

Throughout  the  year,  although  compa^ 
ratively  healthy,  there  were  interfperfed, 
even  through  the  winter,  as  well  as.  other 
feafons, 

I,  Fevers  of  the  low  kind,  fometimes 
with  petechise,  fometimes  with  miliary 

•  . 

*  Huxham  obferves  a  bad  putrid  fever  to  have  pre« 
vailed  at  Plymouth,  in  December  and  January.  ^ 

K  ■  puftules. 
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puftules,  though  hot  eflentially  with 

either.  ,  , 

2.  A  more  acute  fever  terminating  the 

T* 

fifth,  fixth,  feventh,  or  eighth  day,  with  a 
critical  fweat,  yet  fo  that  the  depuratioii 
.  feemedimperfeft:  for  a  relapfe  ufually  at¬ 
tended,  which,  however,  was  commonly 
carried  off  by  a  fecond  critical  fweat. 

The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  was 
two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty-five. 

SPRING,  1746/'^  ' 

March.  The  weather  was  various,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the'  common  proverb,'  begih-^ 
ning  with  froft,  fucceeded  by  hazy  and 
cloudy  weather:  then  frofn  the  eighth  to 
the  eleventh  cold,  with  fnow  and  fleet;  and 
this  was  fucceeded  by  foft  weathef  and 
rain,  and  the  month  concluded  fair  aiid 
cold.  The  principal  winds  S.  E.  N.  E, 
and  N.  W. 

April.  The  firfl:  eighteen  days  alterni- 
ties  of  fair  and  cloudy  weather,  though 
moftly  cold. '  The  nineteenth  tv/o  mock- 

funs 


t 
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funs  appeared,  which  were  followed  by  a 
great  ftorm  at  S.  E.  The  remaining  part 
of^  the  month  <  warmer,  with  the  like 
changes  as^  above.  The  principal  winds 
S.  E.  and  N.  E. 

May.  Generally  unufually  warm  and 
dry,  the  thermometer  higher  than  in  June 
and  July.  The  winds  S.E,  N.E.  and  E. 

Fevers,  which  had  been  frequent  in 
winter,  continued  to  be  fo  in  fpring,  and 
fatal  to  fome. 

In  May  feveral  inflammations  and  ab- 
fcefles  in  the  ears  occurred;  and  chin- 
coughs  were  very  epidemic  among  the 
children,  nctwithftanding  the  unufual 
warmth  and  ferenity  of  the  feafon,  which 
however  was  attended  with  E.  winds. 
There  was  alfo  among  the  horfes  an  epi¬ 
demical  cough,  which  proved  fatal  to 
fome  of  them. 

S  U  M  M  E  r: 

June.  Generally  cloudy,  wet,  and  cool, 
and,  contrary  to  cuftom,  wetter  and 

. '  K  ,2  cooler 
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cooler  than  May.  The  winds  very  vari¬ 
able,  the  S.  W.  prevailed. 

July.  Exceedingly  wet  and  rainy :  the 
ftreets  dirty,  as  in  winter.  The  principal 
wind  S.  W. 


Auguft.  Fair  weather  throughout  the 
month,  (except  the  thirteenth  and  twenty- 
'firft,  which  were  rainy,)  making  com- 
penfation  for  the  redundant  moifture  of 
the  two  foregoing  months,  and  attended 
with  plenty  of  all  forts  of  grain  and 
fruits,  particularly  apples. '  The  winds 
N.  W.  S.W.  and  W. 


Fevers  continued  to  be  frequent  through 
the  fummer,  and  moftly  acute  and  inflam- 

I 

matory,  as  far  as  I  could  learn. 


AUTUMN. 

» 

September.  Extremely  variable,  windy, 
cloudy,  fair,  rain,  hot,  and  cold  alternately. 
The  winds  S.  W.  N.  W.  and  W. 

Oftober,  Fine  weather  for  the  moft 
part :  fome  frofl:,  little  rain :  the  roads  dry, 
and  Iprings  very  low.  The  winds  N.  W. 

W. 
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W.  N.  E.  and  S.  E.  From  the  fixth 
to  the  fixteenth  a  moift  heavy  air,  with 
high  barometer,  which,  on  the  contrary, 
was  Jow  in  fome  frofty  weather  that  fuc* 
ceeded. 

November.  The  weather  and  winds  were 
extremely  variable  j  as  cloudy,  fair,  cold, 
and  fleet,  and  the  twenty-firft  fultry  like 
fummer,  and  fome  flprms,  particularly  the 
twenty-fecond  at  S.  W.  and  W.  as  it  were 
in  confequence  of  a  previous  fermentation. 
The  winds  E.  N.  E.  S.  E.  the  foregoing 
half  of  the  month,  thence  to  the  end 
N.  W.  S.  W.  W.  and  S.  E.  . 

Inflammatory  fevers  continued  ir\  Sep^ 
tember,  and  were  fatal  to  divers.  Some 
of  them  became  intermittent  at  the  end. 

In  Oftober  coughs  were  frequent,  and 
much  more  in  November;  neither  of 
thefe  months  were  exempt  from  fevers, 
which  proved  mortal  to  a  few. 

WINTER,  1746,  J747. 

December.  The  firfl:  twenty  days  fqualls 
of  wind  and  rain,  the  winds  S.  W.  and 

K  3  W. 
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W.  thence  to  the  tvyenty-eighth  cloudy, 
foggy,  and  mizzling,  and  the  principal 
winds  S.  E.  It  ended  with  frofl:  and  fnow, 
and  S.  E.  and  N.  E.  winds. 

January.  Some  little  frofl:  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  ;  but  it  was  generally  very  wet, 
and  often  fqually.  The  principal  winds 

S.  E.  -  ' 

. _  ^  » 

February.  The  fqualls  of  rain  and 
wind  attending  the  laft  month,  continued 
through  the  firfl:  nine  days  mpflly,  and  the 
principal  wind  S.  W.  From  the  fifteenth 
to  the  twentieth  frofl:  and  a  little  fnow, 
and  the  winds  N*  E.  and  N,  Elfe  molf'-t 
ly  fair,  or  gloomy  and  pleafant,  and  th« 

winds  S.  E,  W.  and  S.  W, 

/  -  , 
SUMMARY.. 

'  n'he  hrft  part  of  the  fpring  cold,  the 
laft  hot  and;dry, 

A'  wet  fumnaer,  except-the  laft  month, 
which  was  uncommonly  fair. 

,  Autumn  very  changeable.  -  ;  • 

J  V  ”  '  ^ 

■yvinter  wet  and  windy.  •  .  - 
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Inflammatory  fevers,  though  interfper-  • 
fed  with  thofe  of  the  low  kind,  continued 
to  be  frequent  through  the  winter  ^  and 
the  article  of  fevers  in  December,  January, 
and  February,  was  nearly  equal  to  what 
it  had '  been  ‘  in  the  heighth  of  fummer. 
Compare  with  this  the  account  of  laft 
winter.  '  '  '  ^  » 

‘  In  January  coughs  were  very  frequent  5 
and  the  prevalence  of  an  inflammato¬ 
ry  conftitution  appeared  from  hence,  that 
in  the  neighbouring  county  of  Kildare,, 
anginas  and  pleuritic  diforders  were^^ 
now  frequent,  and  often  proved  fatal  in  a 
few  days,  chiefly  among  the  laborious . 
poor.  ■  ■'  V 

The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  was' 
one  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifty- feven, 

SPRING,  1747. 

March.  Dry  and  frofty  for  the  mofl: 
part,  and  March  duft  in  plenty  j  from 
the  nineteenth  almofl:  to  the  end  frequent 
fnow  and  fome  fhowers,  and  a  little  wind, 

K  4  The 


( 


136  '  HISTORY  OF 

The  twenty-fixth  windy  at  S.  W.  The 
principal  winds  at  fame  point  of  the  E. 

April.  Generally  fair  and  dry,  and 
moftly  cool,  and  void  of  the  ufual  fhowers, 
except  that  it  was  a  little  cloudy  and  wet 
towards  the  end  of  the  month.  The  reign¬ 
ing  wind  S, 

May.  Generally  fair  and  warm  weather,, 
and  fliowers  frequently  interpofed  ;  the 
former  attended  with  S..E.  the  latter  with 
S.  W.  winds. 

The  fpring,  not  only  the  two  colder 
months  of  March  and  April,  but  the 
warm  one  of  May,  were  attended  with 
colds,  coughs,  and  inflammatory  difeafes. 
In  the  dry  month  of  April  it  was  parti¬ 
cularly  obfcrvable  (confiftent  with  Win- 
tringham’s  obfervation  of  the  efFefls  of 
the  prevalence  of  the  dry  E.  winds)  that 
the  colds  proceeded  to  a  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  degree  of  inflammation  of  the  mem- 
brana  Schneideri.  Tumors  of  the  face, 
jaws,  and  ears,  alfo  attended  this  fpring, 
and  pleurifies  and  peripneumonies.  Some 

afthma- 
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afthmatics  fufFered  much.  The  meazles 
alfo  were  frequent  through  the  three  fpring 
months,  being  fatal  to  feveral,  and  the 
fevers  were  inflammatory. 

SUMMER.- 

June.  Thefirfl:  fix  days  wet  and  cool: 
thence  to  the  twenty-fecond  moflly  fair  : 
thence  to  the  end  cloudy  and  fliowery. 
The  winds  variable.  ■ 

July.  The  firft  fix  or  feven  days  wet 

and  cloudy,  with  N.  W.  and  S,  W.  winds 

% 

the  reft  of  the  month  unufually  ferene, 
hot,  and  '  dry,  for  the  moft  part,  and  the 
reigning  winds  E.  N.  E.  or  S.  E. 

Auguft.  Remarkably  hot  and  fair,  and, 
contrary  to  cuftom,  hotter  than  July,  and 
indeed  one  of  the  'hotteft  Augufts  in  the 
memory  of  man.  The  principal  winds 
S.  E.  E.  or  N.  E. 

The  fummer  was  generally  healthy, 
eryfipelas’s  were  pretty  frequent  in  July 
and  Auguft.  Several  of  the  fevers  in 

Auguft 
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Auguft  were  attended  with  eruptions  on 
thelkin,  and  fomedogs  ran  mad. 

I  met  with  fome  few  of  the  low  fevers  In 
the  three  fummer  months,  Inte’rfperfed  with 
thofe  of  the  acute  and  Inflammatory  kind. 

A  u  T  y  h'n. 

September  introduced  as  it  were  a 
fudden  winter,  and  the  general  tempera-r 
ture  of  the  weather  was  wet.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  winds  N.  W.  and  W. 

Oftober.  Moft:  of  the  month  extfaordi- 
narily  fair  and  fummer-like, '  fave  that  the 
firfl:  four  days  were  cloudy  and ‘wet,  and 
the  month  concluded  with  rain  and  wind. 
The  principal  winds  W.  S.  W.  and 

N'.'W.  .  .  .  - 

November.  The  fummer-like  weather 
of  lafl:  month  continued  for  the  moft  part 
through' the  firft  fifteen  :  days  .of  this  : 
theiice  to' the  end'of  the  month-itcwaS  al¬ 
ternately  wet,  windy,' and  froftyf  and  con¬ 
cluded  with  fleet.  The  principal  winds 
S.-W.  and  W. 
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September,  on  the  fudden  onfet  of  cold 
weather,  was  attended .  with  colds :  elfe 
healthy,  though  not  without  fome  fevers. 
Oftober  was  ftill  more  healthful,  two  of 
the  weekly  bills  only  nineteen  an4  twenty ; 
yet  it  wag  not  withpi^  meazles  and  colds, 
and  fome  fporadic  fevers. 

November  alfo  exhibited  little  but  cold?, 
.except  fome  few  very  bad  fmall-pox. 

W  I  N  T  E  R,  1747,  1748. 

December.  The  month  began  withfroft, 
which  was  fucceeded  by  mild,  fair  weather, 
or  a  little  gloomy,  and  fometimes  a  little 
rain,  and  fometimes  a  little  froft  through 
the  reft  of  the  month,  which  concluded 
with  a  cold  S.  E,  wind.  The  principal 
wind  S.  E. 

»  ’  ’  ,  ;  #  *  .*  .j  . 

January.  .  More  warm  apd  ferene  thari 
ufual,  and  often  more  like  April  than  Ja¬ 
nuary,  and  the  thermometer,  .contrary  to 
cuftom,  higher  than  in  December,  tho, ugh 
not  without  the  gloomingfs  proper  to  the 
feafon  interpofed :  few  frofts,  and  a  few 

rainy 
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'rainy  days.  The  principal  wind  S.  E, 

February.  good  deal  of  froft  and 
fnow,  and  it  was,  contrary  to  cuftom, 
colder  than  January  ;  the  eleventh  and 
twenty-fecond  at  night,  and  the  twen¬ 
ty-third,  rain ;  elfe  generally  ferene  and 
cold,  and  very  frequently  frofty;  The 

principal  wind  S.'E. 

/ 

SUMMARY. 

i  ♦ 

Spring  for  the  moft  part  cold. 

<  Summer  very  hot  and  dryi,.. 

Autumn  for  the  moft  part  unufu^Uy 
fair. 

t 

Winter  little  rain  or  wind.  Froft  in 
,  February.  - 

In  December  the  few  difeafes  that  fell 
under  my  obfervation  were  of  the  inflam¬ 
matory  kind,  and  feveral  bad  fmall- 
pox. 

In  January  theunfeafonably  warm  wea¬ 
ther  fucceeding  the  cold  S.  E.  wind  clofing 
the  preceding  month,  was  attended  with 
frequent  colds  and  inflammatory  difeafes, 
h  '  which 


THE  W  E  A  T  H  E  R.  141 

I 

tvhich  fell  heavy  on  fome  of  weak  lungs ; 
and  the  colds  of  January  continued  through¬ 
out  the  cold  and  frofty  month  of  Februa¬ 
ry,  and  affefted  the  country  as  well  as 

« 

town. 

Total  buried  this  year  one  thoufand 
fight  hundred  and  twenty-feven, 

SPRING,  1748. 

March.  Alternately  wet,  windy,  fair, 

cloudy,  cold,  and  fnow,  and  mild  weather. 

The  winds  accordingly  Variable. 

April.  The  firft  feventeen  days  for  the 

moft  part  unfeafonably  cold  and  dry,  and 

a  very  backward  fpring  :  little  of  falling 

weather,  except  hail,  which  was  frequent, 

and  the  winds  N.  W.  and  N.  E.  thence 

to  the  end  of  the  'month  \varmer,  with  fre- 

♦ 

quent  fhowers,  and  the  winds  generally 
S.  W.  and  S.  E. 

May.  The  rainy , weather  from  the  end 

• 

of  laft  month  continued  at  times  the  firft  ^ 
eleven  days  of  this :  thence  to  the  tweiity- 
firft  nioftly  fair  :  thence  to  the  end  of  the 

month 
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j  t 

month  often  cloudy  and  wet.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  wind  S.  W.  Often  very  warm  through 
the  month.- 

The  fpring  was  healthful,  thougn  d 
few  .pleurilies  and  inflammatory  fevers,. 

f  I 

and  fome  few  agues  were  interfperfed.  In 
May  the  bills  of  mortality  were  extremely 
fmall,  viz.  feventeen  and  nineteen ;  yet, 
though  an  extraordinary  warmth  attended 
this  month,  it  was  not  free  from  tumours 
of  the  jaws,  and  colds. 

SUMMER. 

June.  The  cloudy,  windy,  and  cool  wea¬ 
ther  clofing  the  laft  month,  Continued  the 
firft  fix  days  of  this,  and  the  wind  moftly 
S.  W.  thence  to  the  end  of  the  month 
very  warm  and  dry,  and  the  principal 
winds  S.  E.  N.  E.  and  E.  Some  rain 
at  the  end. 

-  4 

July.  The  fair  weather  was  frequent-* 
ly  interrupted  by  fhowers,  and  plenty  of 
rain,  and  fome  winds,  efpecially  on  the 
thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  fifteenth. 

The 
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^he  thermometer  lower  than  in  June,  con¬ 
trary  to  cuftom.  The  principal  wind 

S.W. 

*  -i.  V 

Auguft,  The  greateft  part  of  the 
month,  fair,  and  fine  harveft  weather,  viz. 
the  firft  fifteen,  days,  and  the  wind  N,  E. 
From  the  fifteenth  ■  to  the  twenty-firft  for  ■ 
the  moft  part  rainy,  and  the  principal 
winds  W,  and  S.'W.  thence  to  th'e  end 
of  the  month  fair,  and  the  wind  S.  E.  ' 
June  and  July  were  remarkably  healthy, 
the  weekly  bill  in  the  firft  named  month  • 
not  exceeding  leventeen  and  nineteeenl  sud 
in  July  twenty  and  twenty-one. 

Notwithftanding  the  exceffive  heat  in 
June,  fome  tumours  about  the  face,  and 
colds  occurred,  otherwife  very  few  di- 
feafes* 

,  In  Auguft  the  article  of  fevers  In  the 
weekly  bills  increafed  ;  and  there  were 
alfo  obfervable  in  this  hot  month  certain 
tubercles,  hot,  red,  and  itching,  as  from  the 
flinging  of  nettles,  the  eflere  arabum, 
attended  with  no  other  lymptom  of 

fick- 
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ficknefs:  th^fe  alfo  continued  in  Septem¬ 
ber. 

AUTUMN. 

September.  The  firft  fifteen  days 
moftly  fair,  and  the  principal  wind  E. 
thence  to  the  end  clouds  and  rain  were  in- 
terfperfed,  and  the  winds  W.  S.  W.  and 
N.  W.  fome  days  fultry,  and  fome  hot 
winds :  a  longer  protrafted  fummer  than 
ufual :  the  twentieth  at  night  a  great  fall 
of  rain:  the  twenty-ninth  and  thirtieth 
ftormy  at  S.  W.  and 

06lober,  The  firft  nine  days  moftly 
fair,  and  fometimes  hazy,  and  the  winds 
variable :  thence  to  the  fourteenth  frofty 
for  the  moft  part,  and  the  winds  N.  W. 
thence  to  the  end  frequent  rains,  particu-- 
larly  the  twenty-fecond  at  night,  and  the 
winds  S.  E.  and  S.  W.  and  the  month 
concluded  ftormy  at  S.  W. 

November.  Generally  hazy,  fometimes 
cloudy  and  mizzling,  rarely  ferene.  Un¬ 
commonly  warm  for  the  feafon ;  a  froft 
the  twelfth,  twentieth,  and  tw^enty-firft. 

The 
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The  principal,  winds  W.  and  S.  W.  It 
ended  windy  at  S.  W., 

September  was  healthy,  and  more  fo 
than  06lober,  about  the  ninth  day  of 
which  laft  we  had,  after  a  long  feries  of 
uncommonly  fair  weather,  a  fudden  onfet 
as  of  winter,  with  froft  and  rain,  which 
was  followed  by  an  increafe  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  fevers,  which  were  at  lead  partly 
inflammatory,  and  fome  quinzies,  and  fome 
bad  meazles;  and  yet  though  the  feafon 
was  fickly,  the  difeafes  were  not  mortal: 
and  feveral  of  the  fevers  that  occurred 
this  month  were  happily  terminated  by 
fweat  the  fifth  or  fixth  day. 

The  warm  month  of  November  was 
alfo  generally  healthy. 

WINTER,  1748,  1749. 

December.  V/indy  at  S.  W.  the  greats 
eft  part  of  the  month,  and  not  much  rain. 
The  fifteenth  a  deep  fnow,  and  in  the 
night  a  ftorm,  and  the  fixteenth  a  great 
fall  of  fnow  and  fleet./ 

L  JaQU- 
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January.  Windy  at  S,  W.  and 
through  the  greateft  part  of  the  month: 
frequent  frorms,  efpecially  in  the  nights^ 
particularly  the  twenty-fixth.  A  good 
deal  of  rain  and  floods :  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  at  night  lightning.  Some  little 
froft,  fnow,  and  fleet,  efpecially  near  the 
end,  but  of  no  duration: 

February.  Windy  at  times  at  S.  W. 
the  firfl:  nine  days:  thence  to  the  fe- 
venteenth  a  remarkable  calmnefs  and  fe- 
renity,  fucceeding  our  long  continued 
florms,  and  the  winds  fliifted  to  S.  E. 
thence  to  the  end  cloudy  and  wet,  ^d 
the  winds  continued  S.  E. 

SUM  M,A  R  Y. 

Spring  variable,  and  pretty  feafonable. 

Summer  generally  warm  and  dry. 

Autumn  uncommonly  warm  and  fum-^ 
mer-like. 

Winter  windy  and  warm. 

The  whole  winter  quarter  was  remark¬ 
ably  healthful,  fo  that  little  occurred  ex^ 
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Cept  a  few  coughs.  What  few  fevers  I 
met  with  were  chiefly  of  the  low  kind. 

Total  buried  this  year  one  thoafand 
five  hundred  and  thirty. 

S  P  R  I  N  G,  1749: 

March.  The  firft  thirteen  days  rainy 
and  warm:  this  was  fucceeded  by  dry 
and  fharp  weather,  which  lafted  more 
or  lefs  to  the  end  of  the  month :  near  the 
end  it  was  lefs  cold,  and  there  was  more 
rain.  The  twenty-fixth  a  great  flood. 
The  principal  wind  S.  E. 

April.  An  unufually  cold  month  fqr 
the  moft  part,  a  good  deal  of  rain,  and 
fomc  hail :  it  concluded  fair  and  warm. 
The  principal  winds  S.  E.  and  S.  W. 

May.  The  firft  nine  days  for  the 
moft  part  cold  weather,  like  that  of  March, 

and  the  fifth  a  great  fall  of  fnow.  From 

♦ 

the  tenth  to  the  twentieth  a  feries  of  fair 
and  very  warm  weather,  thence  to  the  end, 
and  efpecially  fince  the  appearance  of  a 
mock-fun  on  the  twenty-third,  it  grevy 

L  2  cold 
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cold  and  winter-like,  withrain  and  haiL 
The  winds  variable..  '  - 

Notwithftanding  the  great  viciffitades 
of  the  weather,  the  fpfing  was  healthful. 
Coughs  and  colds  were  very  frequent  in 
March,  and  fome  of  thefe  appeared  in 
May  on  the  warna  weather  fucceeding  the 
late  unfeafonably  cold.  Some  agues  alfo 
attended  this  fpring,  and  fome  dyfenteries. 

SUMMER. 

•  ,  ••  1  ' 

June.  .  The  firfl:  eighteen  days  cold  and 
winter-like,  yet  alternately  fair  and  clou-? 
dy  during  this  period.  A  parhelipn  or 
m  xk-fun  appeared  the  fixteenth,  which 
was  followed  by  ftormy  weather.  The 
wind  during  the  aforefaid  period  chiefly 
N.  W.  From  the  nineteenth  to  the  end 
generally  fair  and  warm,  and  the  winds 
S.  W.  and  W. 

July.  A  little  windy  at  the  beginning: 
the  firfl  thirteen  days  for  the  moft  part 
fair.  From  the  fourteenth  to  the  end 
alternately  fair  and  fhowers.  *  The  eigh¬ 
teenth 
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teenth  and  twenty- fourth  much  rain.  The 
principal  wind  S.  W. 

Auguft.  The  foregoing  half  of  the 
month  it  was  often  cloudy,  wet,  cold, 
and  winter-like;  the  latter  half  of  the 
month  generally  fair,  and  fine  harveft- 
weather:  the  winds  S.  W.  .and  N.  W.' 
The  twenty-third  .and  thirtieth  much  rain: 

I-  J  ^  w'  _  ^  -  .....  ^  . 

the  month  ended  cold  and  fair. 

The  fummer  in  general  was  very  heal¬ 
thy:  aguilh  diforders  were  the  chief  which 
were  frequent  both  in  town  and  country, 

•I,- 

promoted,  as  it  feems,  by  the  winter-like 
and  changeable  ftate  of  the  weather, 

AUTUMN. 

September.  Ahafty  onfet  of  winter,  as 
it  were;  the  firft  twenty  days  moftly  cloudy, 
a  good  deal  of  rain,  and  frequently  cold, 
almoft  to  froft:  the  reft  of  the  month 
partly  fair,  and  partly  hazy.  The  princi¬ 
pal  winds  N.  W.  S.  W.  and  W. 

06lober.  Dry  and  mild,  except  the 
firft  fix  days,  which  were  wet  and  windy : 

L  3  elfe 
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elfe  ha^y  and  pleafant,  and  a  little  froft 
foretimes ;  but  the  month  concluded  warrjt.* 
The  principal  winds  N.W.  S.  W,  and  W.  * 

Islovember.  A  fine  mild  month,  as  the 
former,  moftly  warm  and  calm;  rarely 
frofty,  as  the  fixth  and  t\yenty-feventh  j 
rain  the  fifth,  feyenth,  and  eighth;  a  little 
windy  the  twenty-fourth  and  twenty- 
fifth.  The  winds  W.  8.  W.  and  S.  E. 

The  autumn  was  not  produftive  of 
many  difeafes:  fome  pleurifies  occurred 
in  October,  and  coughs  were  frequent  in 

f 

Oftober  and  Novenaber. 

WINTER  1749,  1750; 

December.  The  mild  w'eather  of  the, 
two  preceding  months  (;ontm,ued  through 
a  confiderabie  part  of  this  :  the  firft  eight 
days  for  the  moftpartgloorny  and  plesifant^; 
the  ninth  an4  tenth  a  glut  of  rain,  which 
was  fucceeded  by  frequept  frofts  and 
cold  weather,  until  near  the  end  of  the 
month, j  which  was  mild.  The  principal 
wind  S  W.  .  ' 

January:  The  greatell:  part  of  the 


THE  WEATHER,  *  151 

month  was  mild,  being  alternately  fair, 
hazy,  cloudy,  and  foggy,  with  a  little  rain 
and  wind,  and  fome  flight  frofls,  and  fome-  - 
times  warm  weather  like  fpring :  'the  prin¬ 
cipal  wind  S,  W.  S.  E.  and  S.  From  the 
twenty-fifth  to  the  end  wet  and  windy,  and 
the  principal  wind  S.  W, 

.  February.  Very  windy,  frequently  ftor- 
my  and  wet:  the  reigning  wind  S.  W. 
next  W.  a  few  ferene  days  :  it  concluded' 
with  fnow  and  froft, 

SUMMARY, 

Spring  cold. 

Summer  partly  cold  and  winter-like. 

Autumn  for  the  moft  part  mild,  warm, 
and  dry. 

Winter  mild  and  open. 

The  winter  was  healthy  •,  fo  that  little 
but  the  endemial  difeafes  of  the  country, 
viz.  coughs  and  defluxions,  were  frequent 
in  December  and  January.  In  February 
feveral  agues  appeared  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  to  the  end  of  the  month. 

Total  burled  this  year  one  thoufand 
fight  hundred  and  feventeen. 

L  4 
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SPRING,  1750. 

♦ 

* 

4  *  ■ 

March.  The  foregoing  half  of  the 
month,  efpecial'ly  the- firA ‘ten  days j  plea- 
fant  and  mild,  the  reft  of  the  month 
windy,  wet,  and  h-iil  and  froft  inter- 
fperfed.  The  principal  winds  N.  W. 
S;  W.  and  W.  ’ 

April.  Alternately  fair  and  cloudy,  with 
a  little  rain  interfperfed,  and  fometirnes 
hail ;  it  was  frequently  cold,  and  fome- 
times  frofty,  but  ended  mild.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  winds  N.  E.  S.  E.  and  N.  W. 

May.  Generally  fair  and  extremely 
dry,  and  fometirnes  frofty  iti  the  morn¬ 
ings.  The  principal  winds  N.  E.  E.  and 
S.  E.  The  month  concluded  with  fliowers, 
and  N.  W,  and  foutherly  winds.  A 
backward  fpring. 

Agues,  which  had'  begun  in  February, 
were  the  prevailing  difeafe  in  March,  and 
they  were  very  irregular. 

March  and  April  were  not  exempt  from 
continual  fevers,  partly  of  the  low,  ner- 
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vous,  and  petechial  kind,  and  partly  par¬ 
taking  of  the  intermittent.  The  fharp 
weather  in  April  proved  pernicious  to 
fomeconfumptivejerfpns)  and  colds  were 
frequent  this  month,  and  in  May  became 
very  epidemic,  promoted,  no  doubff  by  the 
long^continued  eafterly  winds  :  alfo  feve- 
xal  pleurifies  occurred  in  .May. 

"  '  '  S  U  M  M'E  R. 

June.  Frequent  rains, .  and  fometimes 
very  cold,  and  the  -  hygrometer  heavier 
than  in  May,  .The  principal  winds  S.  W. 
and  N.  W.  nevertheless  fo  changeable 
was  the  temperature 'of  the  weather  this 
month,  that  from 'the  17th  to  the  21  ft  it 

•f 

was  the  hotteft  weather  in  the  memory 
of  man;  and  Fahrenheit's  thermometer 
rofe  to  feventy-fix,  which  is  as  high  as  it 
is  noted  to  have  rifen  at  any  time  in  lord 
Anfon's  voyage  round  the  world,  though 
in  London  it  once  rofe  to  feventy-eight. 

July.  The  firft  feven  days  it  vyas  fre¬ 
quently  cloudy  and  wet ;  from  the  eighth 

to 
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to  the  twelfth  fair,  and  exceffively  hot, 
Farenheit’s  thermometer  again  mounting 
to  feventy-fix.  From  the  twelfth  to  the 
twenty- fecond  cloudy  and  wet‘;  thence 
to  the  end  frequent  fliowers :  the  dog^ 
days  cold.  The  principal  wind  S.  W* 
and  the  hygrometer  heavier  than  in  June. 

Auguft.  •  A  winterly  month*:  the  firft 
half  of  it  fcarce  a^ay  without  rain,  the 
latter  half  it  cleared  up  a  little ;  but  ftill 

»■  ,  I 

rain  was  interfperfed,  and  the  dog-days 
Were  tentiarkably  coldj  though  the  month 
toncloded  fultry.  The  principal  wind 
S.W.  ' 

The  fummer-quarter,  notv^dthftanding 
its  predominant  moifture,  and  the  great 
changes  from  extreme  heat  to  cold,  ap¬ 
peared  by  all  -obfervations  to  have  been 
remarkably  healthy. 

Some  aguifli  diforders  attended  July 
and  Auguft,  and  thofe  very  irregular. 
July  exhibited  fome  chin-coughs,  and  Au¬ 
guft  fome  coughs ;  and  I  think  he  muft 
have  been  fceptical  who  would  deny  the 

above 
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above  defcribed  ftate  of  the  weather  to 
have  had  any  influence  on  the  difeafes. 

A  U  T  ?J  M  N. 

September.  Pleafant  weather,  calm, 
fair,  and  gloomy  5  fometimes  warm  like 
fummer,  compenfating  as  it  were  for  the 
bad  fummer  5  and  the  harveft  proved 
^ood*  The  fecond,  twelfth,  and  four¬ 
teenth  rainy,  elfe  very  little  rain.  The 
winds  moftly  at  fome  point  of  the 
iST.  or  E. 

06lober.  Generally  cool,  with  cloudy 
and  hazy  weather  by  turns,  and  fome¬ 
times  rain  and  fnow,  which  fell  in  gluts 
^at  once,  particularly  the  feventh  and  tenth  j 
and  the  twenty-third  at  night  was  a-  vaft 
fall  of  hail  and  fnow,  which  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  very  fmart  froft,  and,  what  is 

,  % 

.uncommon  fo  early  In  the  feafon,  lafting 
almoft  to  the  end  of  the  month.  The 
principal  winds  E.  S.  E.  and  N.  W. 

November*  Frequent  frofts,  with  fogs 
#nd  little  wind  ;  hazy  and  ferene  by  turns. 

The 
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The*  fourth  and  twenty-ninth*' at  'night 
greatglutof  rain.  The  twenty-ninth  and 
thirtieth  a  ftorm  at  S.  W.  ‘  The  principal 
wind  N.  W. 

Some  choleras  appeared  about  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  September,  *  which  o.therwife 
was  a  healthy  month,  as  was  alfo  the 
greateft  part  of  Oftober,  until  the  rnerno- 
rable  fall  of  fnow  the  twenty-third,  which 
was  fucceeded  by  a  greater  frcqueuey-of 
colds  both  in  the  cityl  and  country ,r^and 
fevers  became  a  little  more  frequent  5-  :ajld 
with  the  continuation  of  the  cold-  in  No¬ 
vember  our  colds  were  alfo  increafed,  and 
a  fomewhat  more  fickly  feafon  attended  : 
and  I  apprehend  that  he  mufl  be  more 
than  fceptical  who  would  in  this  further 
inftance,  deny  the  influence  of  the  wea- 
ther  on  difeafes  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  I 
would  take  upon  me  to  caution  valetu¬ 
dinarians  to  beware  of  all  great  and  fudden 
changes  in  the  weather,  and  ufe  the  necef- 
fary  precautions. 

.i 
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WINTER,  1750,  1751. 

December.  The  firft  five  days  windy 
and  wet;  then  warm,  fpring-like  weatlier, 
and  the  thermometer  confiderably  higher 
than  in  November :  foggy  and  mizzling 
afterwards,  and  a  flight  froft  near  the  endj 
.but  of  no  duration.  The  principal  winds 
'g.  E.  S.  and  S.  W.  ‘ 

January.  Extremely  variable  weather, 
clojady,  Jerene,  wet,  warm,  and  cold, 
and.  Trequent  frofts  with  fnow,  efpe~ 
cially  at'  the  latter  end  of  the  month. 
The  winds  alfo  variable.  The  fixteenth 
at  night  a  violent  ftorm  from  twelve 
to  threeTn  the  morning  followed,  by  a 
great  fall  of  rain. 

February.  The  firft  eight  days  fair  and 
frofty,  .'with*  E.  and  S.  E.  winds,  then 
windy  and  wet,  and  fometimes  froft  and 
hail,  rarely. fetene.  .  . 

IM 

The  principal  winds  the  reft  of  the 
month 'S.  W.  and  N.  W.  The  twenty- 
fifth  at  night  a  great  fall  of  rain,  and  a 
violent  ftorm. 


S  UM- 


summary. 

Spring  cold,* dry 5  and  backward. 

Summer  (excepting  a  few  exceffivef/ 
hot  days)  cold,  moift,  and  winter-like. 

Autumn  variable,  mild  at  the  beginning, 
frofty  after.  ^ 

Winter  (except  December,  which  was 
warm)  exhibited  a  good  deal  of  froft  and 
fnow. 

Very  few  difeafes  occurred  in  December* 
In  January  our  endemial  coughs  and  de- 
fluxions  made  their  appearance.^  In  Fe¬ 
bruary,  with  the  continued  cold  of  the 
feafon,  thofe  diforders  alfo  continued,  and 
there  was  a  little  increafe  in  the -bills  of 
mortality. 

About  the  middle  or  latter  end  of  De^ 
cember  the  moft  epidemic  and^univerfally 
fpreading  difeafe  among  horfes  that  any 
one  living  remembered,  made  its  appear¬ 
ance  in  Dublin,  which  feems  to  have  been 
nearly  analogous  to  the  influenza  and  ca¬ 
tarrhal  fever  which  feized  mankind  in  the 

years 
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years  1737  and  1743 ;  but  now  peculiarly 
attacked  the  horfes  in  their  turn,  as  may 
appear  by  a  comparrifon  of  their  refpec- 
tive  hiftories,  of  the  latter  of  vrhich  here 


follows  a  fummary  one. 

It  had  appeared  in  England  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  and  fpread  through  all  England 
almoft  in  an  inftant^  and  towards  the  end 

■  r 

of  the  month  began  to  abate.  It  raged 
in  Denmark  at  the  fame  time:  but  it 
did  not  reach  our  horfes  in  Dublin  till 
its  decline  in  England  at  the  time  before 
mentioned,  having  probably  been  import¬ 


ed,  and  was  nearly  of  the  fame  duration 
here  as  in  England  :  however,  it  affefted 
the  horfes  in  Munfter  and  Ulfter  almoft, 
if  not  quite,  as  foon  as  in  Dublin  5  and 
there  was  fcarce  an  inftance  of  a  horfe  in 
town  or  country  but  had  it. 

It  feized  them  like  a  violent  cold,  with 
heavinefs,  lofs  of  appetite,  cough,  and  la¬ 
borious  breathing,  and  then  a  profufe 

running  at  the  nbfe  and  mouth,  of  a  di- 
> 

gefted  or  thick  yellow  greenifh  matter; 
upon  which  they  grev/  better. 


i6o  HISTORYOF 

In  England,  as  well  as  here,  it  did  not 
prove  very  mortal,  though  fome  died  of  it.' 
In  our  barracks,  out  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  horfes,  I  heard  of  but  three 
that  died. 

The  moft  fuccefsful  method  was  to 
keep  them  warm,  and  give  them  ^  the 
whitp  mafh,  or  bran  fcalded  with  water, 
and  walk  them  about  a  little  daily. 

The  death  of  our  horfes  in  the  city  was 

imputed  rather  to  the  ufe  of  medicine^, 

and  too  high  a  diet,  than  to  any  malignity 

in  the  difeafe ;  for  it  was  obfervable,  that 

* 

very  few  died  in  the  country,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  none  that  were  kept  at  grafs.  It 
vanifhed  about  the  middle  of  January^* 

The  fum  total  of  burials  this  year  was 
two  thoufand  and  eighty -eight. 

SPRING,  1751. 

M  arch  A  windy,  wet,  and  cold  month, 

♦  In  the  year  1699,  ^  warm  February  and 

March,  April  was  very  cold,  and  there  was  a  general 
cough  among  horfes  all  over  England,  France,  &c. 
fcarceone  efcaped,  yet  not  one  died.  Short’s  Chrono* 
logical  Hiftory  of  the  Weather  and  Seafons, 

frequent 
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frequent  hall,  and  fome  froft  and  fnow. 
Thfi  principal  winds  W.  and  S.  W. 

•  April.  A  cold  month  for  the  moft  part, 
with  a  prevalence  of  N. E.  winds:  fome 
few  days  warm  and  pleafant :  the  rains 
not  fc)  frequent,  but  more  in  gluts  than . 
ufual,  V.  g.  the  tenth,  tvVelfth,  four¬ 
teenth,  fifteenth,  were  rainy;  elfe  little 
rain. 

May.  The  firft  half  of  the  month  al¬ 
ternately  fair  and  ^  cloudy,  fometimes 
windy,  fiiowers  frequently  of  hall,  and 
liioftly  cold.  The  latter  part  of  the  month 
for  the^  moft  part  fair  and  warm.  '  The 
tenth,  twelfth,  fixteenth,  and  feventee^th, 
rainy.  The  principal  winds  N.  W.  S.E, 
and  S.  W. 

>  Irregular  agues  were  frequent  in  March, 
as  were  alfo  tumours  of  the  face,  jaws,  and 
throat:  agues  alfo  continued  to  be  fre¬ 
quent  in  April,  both  in  the  city  and  in  fe- 
veral  parts  of  the  country. 

Coughs  alfo  were  frequent ;  and  many 
in  chronical  diforders  of  the  breaft  were 

M  worfe 
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worfe  and  weaker  In  this  cold  month  than 
they  had  been  in  the  middle  of  winter, 
and  many  of  the  confumptive  died  :  other- 
wife  it  was  far  from  being  a  fickly  feafon. 

In  May  the  prevailing  morbid  conftitu- 
tlon  was  much  like  that  of  the  two  pre¬ 
ceding  months,  coughs  being  ftill  as  fre¬ 
quent  as  in  winter,  and  the  article  of  con¬ 
tinual  fevers  very  moderate* 

SUMMER. 

June.  The  fair  and  warm  weather  con¬ 
tinued  moft  of  the  firfl:  twelve  days  of  this 
month,  with  S.  E.  and  N.  E.  winds.  The 
twelfth  day  remarkably  hot,  and  the  ther¬ 
mometer  at  feventy-fix  j  but  this  was  of 
no  continuance;  a  great  drought  attended 
moft  of  the  month,  notwithftanding  that 
S.  W.  winds  were  frequently  interpofed: 
the  latter  part  of  the  month  cool,  with  E. 
and  fomerimes  S.  W.  winds. 

July*  Frequent  and  plentiful  rains: 
few  days  entirely  free  from  rain.  The 
principal  winds  S.  W.  N.  W.  and  S.  E. 

Au- 
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Auguft.  The  firft  nineteen  days  for  the 
moft  part  rainy,  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
month  generally  fair.  The  principal  wind 

S.  W. 

% 

This  fummer  was  very  remarkably 
healthy,  the  article  of  fevers  unufually 
low;  and  thofe  few  that  did  occur  feem 
to  have  been  of  the  low  kind,  and  fome 
agues 

I 

AUTUMN. 

September.  A  wet  month,  few  fair 
days:  a  great  glut  of  rain  the  twentieth, 
twenty-firft,  tw’enty-fecond,  and  great 
floods.  The  principal  winds  S.W.  W. 
and  N.  W. 

*  The  like  healthinefs  alfo  was  obfervable  in  London  : 
for  from  the  fixth  to  the  thirteenth  of  Auguft,  there 
died  but  two  hundred  and  twenty-four,  which  is  faid  tp 
be  the  leaft  number  that  have  died  in  the  fame  fpace  of 
time  fince  the  year  1665  An  ingenious  obferver  in  the 
London  Magazine,  imputes  this  healthinefs  of  the 
feafon  to  the  equability  of  the  temper  of  the  air,  mani- 
f^efted  by  the  thermometer  and  barometer,  together  with 
the  moifture  of  the  feafon,  as  being  the  leaft  produtftivc 
of  difeafes  in  England  ;  which  alfo  holds  good  here. 

M  2  Ofto- 
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October.  Fair  and  pleafant  for  the  moll: 

/ 

part,  and  the  wind  S.E.  flight  frofts  pretty . 
frequent:  the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty- 
fixth  a  glut  of  rain,  with  a'N.E.  wind, 
and  the  month  concluded  with  a  fmart 
'  froft. 

November.  Hazy  and  foggy  for  the 
moft  part,  and  a  little  froft  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  and  near  the  conclufion :  the  winds 
moftly  S.  W.  and  W.  The  fixteenth  at 
night,  feventeenth,  andtwenty-firftftormy. 
The  fourteenth,  twenty-third  at  night, 
and  twenty-fourth  rainy. 

The  autumn  alfo  was  healthy  ^  fo  that 
little  memorable  occurred,  except^  that 
colds  became  '  frequent  in  October  on 
the  eafteiiy  winds  and  flight  frofts,  and 
coughs  attended  the  whole  month  of  No¬ 
vember,  fome  of  which  were  fevere, 

WINTER,  1751,  1752.  , 

December.  Hazy,  foggy,  cloudy,  or 
mizzling;  fometimes  a  little  rain  and  fome 
frofts,  efpecially  the  thirteenth  and  four¬ 
teenth 


THE  WEATHER.  165 

tcenth  days,  and  attheend.  The  twentieth 
at  night  a  great  fall  of  rain.  The  princi¬ 
pal  winds  N.W.  and  S.E. 

January.  Hazy,  dark,  and  cloudy 
v/eather,  the  fun  rarely  appearing : 
frequent  rains,  particularly  the  ninth, 
tenth,  thirteenth,  and  fourteenth  days, 
moftly  with  a  S.  E.  wind.  Snow  the  nine¬ 
teenth  and  twenty-fourth,  which  was  more 
frequent  in  the  country. 

February.  For  the  moft  part  pleafant, 
fair,  and  moderate,  with  a  high  barometer. 
The  twelfth  and  fourteenth  at  night  rain, 
as  alfo  the  twenty-firfi:.  ■  The  fourteenth 
at  night  and  the  twenty-fixth,  ftormy. 
The  principal  winds  S.  W.  and  N.  W. 

*  ' 

SUMMARY. 

Spring  cold. 

Summer  wet. 

Autumn  variable. 

Winter  hazy  and  cloudy,  little  froft: 
a  fair  February. 

The  winter  was  healthy,  particularly 
December;  wherein,  in  the  article  of  fever 

M  3 
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in  the  bills  of  mortality  there  was  none 
twice  in  the  month,  a  great  rarity :  coughs 
however,  our  endemial  difeafe,  prevailed 
greatly  and  chiefly  ;  and  feveral  little  in¬ 
flammations  on  the  face,  eyes,  and  gums> 
occurred  :  the  meazles  alfo  were  frequent. 

The  bills  of  mortality  Increafed  a  little 
in  January,  though  ftill  lows  but  coughs 
y/ere  ftill  frequent,  befides  a  few  fore 
throats  and  ophthalmies. 

In  February  the  fum  total  of  the  bills 
was  fomewhat'  greater  than  in  the  two 
preceding  months,  though ‘ftill  but  mode¬ 
rate  ;  but  the  meazles  were  very  epidemic. 

Total  buried  this  year  two  thoufand  ancj 
thirty. 

N.  B.  In  December  and  January,  being 
about  the  fame  time  as  laft  year,  there  pre¬ 
vailed  again  among  the  horfes  an  epide¬ 
mical  catarrh,  being  attended  with  a  run¬ 
ning  at  the  eyes,  and  heavinefs,  with  a 
tumor  of  the  head,  limbs,  and  fometimes 
fcrotum,  not  fo  general  as  laft  year^, 
|hough  feme  few  died. 

SPRING. 

A.  t  . 


/ 
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SPRING  1752. 

March.,  Cold  and  dry  for  the  moft  part, 
fometimes  windy,  frequent  frofts,  forne 
liail  and  fnow.  The  principal  winds 
N,  W.  and  N.  E. 

April.  For  the  moft  part  extremely  dry 
md  cold :  few  ftiowers,  and  thofe  frequently 
Dfhail.  The  principal  wiiids  N.  E.  E. 
S.  E.  or  N,  W. 

May.  A  moift,  dropping  month :  a 
Few  warm  days,  efpecially  from  ,the  ninth 
to  the  thirteenth,  as  alfo  the  twenty- 
Feventh.  The  principal  winds  S.  E. 
md  E. 

The  fpring  was  moderately  healthful. 
The  meazles,  as  in  February,  continued  to 
be  very  epidemic  in  March  and  April : 
Fome  few  agues  appeared  in  April :  coughs 
were  frequent  in  April  and  May,  .and 
fore  throats  were  frequent  in  May. 

The  peftilential  angina  (of  which  fee 
the  account  above  A.  D.  1743)  made 
fome  appearance  in  April,  in  the  neigh- 

M  4  bour- 
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bourhood  of  the  city,  particularly  about 
Kilgobben  and  Kilternan,  making  great 
havock  among  the  children,  of  whom  one, 
aged  two  years  and  a  half,  died  in  eight  or 
ten  hours  after  the  feizure.  ^ 

S  U  M  M  E  R. 

June.  The  prevailing  weather  was, 
cloudy,  wet,  co.ol,  and  wintcr-like  :  few 

J  J  J  ^  »  4 

fair  and  warm  days.  The  principal  winds 
S.  V/. 

July.  Exceffively  wot,  but  very  few 
days  quite  free  from  rain,  which  fome- 
times  fell  in  great  abundance,  particularly 
the  twenty.fixth.  The  principal  wind 
N.  W. 

,  Auguft.  Cloudy  and  wet  :  much  rain 
the  eleventh  and  twenty-fourth  at  night, 
and  the  twenty-fifth  day.  The  principal, 
wind  S.  W. 

The  fummer-quarter  was  as  remarkable 
for  being  healthful  as  it  was  for  being  ex- 
ceflively  wot.  Some  fmall-pox  occurred, 
agreeable  to  Iluxham’s  obfervation  of  their 

being 

.  . .  o, 
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t>eing  feflile,  and  not'  duly  maturating  In 
wet  feafons. 

'AUTUMN. 

I 

September.  The  moift  weather  of  laft 
month  continued  by  intervals  through  the 
greateft  part  of  this  ;  it  was  freqviently 
windy.  The  principal  wind  S.  W.  but  it 
concluded  fair,  with  an  E.  wind. 

October.  A  fine,  mild  month,  mode¬ 
rate,  ferene,  and  foggy  alternately ;  the 
winds  S.  E.  and  S.  W.  The  eighth  at 
night,  and  the  thirteenth  at  night,  a  great 
fall  of  rain, 

November.  Hazy,  fair, .  foggy,  and 
fome  flight  frofts,  and  fometimes  a  little 
windy  5  fome  rains,  not  frequent,  but  in 
great  gluts,  as  the  fourth,  fifth,  ninth,  and 
twenty-fourth ;  the  tenth  a  great  fall  of 
fnow.  The  principal  wind  S.  W. 

The  autumn  in  general  was  healthful. 
Coughs  became  'more  frequent,  efpecially 
fince  the  great  fall  of  fnow  the  t^nth  of 
November,  and  feveral  dyfenteries  ap- 

«  A 

peared. 
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WINTER,.  1752,  1753* 

December.  Moftly  hazy  .and  foggy, 
little  wind  :  frequent  frofts’,  efpeclally  the 
latter  part  of  the  month.  The  feventeenth 
at  night  a  ftorm,  fucceeded  by  a  great  fall 
of  rain,  and  fnow  the  eighteenth  at  night. 
The  principal  winds  W.  S.  W.  and 
N.  W. 

January.  Foggy  and  frequent  frofts,  a 
few  ferene  days,  a  little  fnow,  and  fre¬ 
quent  rains.  The  principal  winds  S.  W. 
W.  and  S.  E. 

February.  Froft  and  fnow  very  frequent, 
and  great  rains  between  whiles.  The 
twelfth  a  great  fnow,  the  fixteenth  and 
feventeenth  ftormy.  The  principal  winds 
S.  E.  W.  and  S.  W.  The  month  ended 
fair,  with  N.  E.  winds. 

SUMMARY. 

Spring  cold  and  dry,  excepting  a  molft 

Mav. 

•/ 

Surnmer  extremely  wet; 

Autumn 


* 
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Autumn  moderate  and, dry. 

,  Winter  frofty,  with  fnow  and  frequent 
rains. 

Coughs  were  extremely  frequent  and 

t 

epidemic,  and  were  indeed  the  chief  reign¬ 
ing  difeafe  through  the  three  winter  months, 
befides  a  few  dyfenteries. 

T otal  buried  this  year  one  thoufand  eight 
Hundred  and  forty-four.  In  London  twenty 
thoufand  four  hundred  eighty-five.  In 
both  places  alefs  number  than  ufual  of  late. 

-SPRING,  1753. 

March.  Moftly  dry  the  firft  eleven 
days,  with  S.  E.  and  N.  E.  winds  j  the 
reft  of  the  month  wet,  fo  that  there  was 
fcarce  a  day  without  rain,'  and  fometimes 
hail  and  flight  frofts.  The  fifteenth,  fix- 
teenth,  and  twenty-fifth  at  night  great 
falls  of  rain.  The  principal  winds  through 
the  latter  and  greater  part  of  the  month 
S.  W.  and  frequent  fqualls. 

April.  The  foregoing  half  of  the 
month .  alternately  fair  and  Ihowery  as 

ufual,  • 
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tifual,  and  hail  frequent,  with  N.  E.  and 
N,  W.  winds :  the  latter  part  of  the 
month  warm,  with  more  frequent  W.  and 
S.  W.  winds,  and'fhowers  interfperfed  j 
and  it  concluded  windy. 

May.  Serene  moftly  the  firft  nine  ' 
days,  and  the  principal  wind  at  fome  point 
of  the  E.  thence  to  the  twenty-firft  cloudy 
and  cold,  with  frequent  fnowers,  and 
the  wind  N.  W.  thence  to  the  end  warm, 
ferene,  and  very  pleafaiit,  with  E, 

4  ^ 

winds. 

/ 

Coughs  and  colds,  which  had  been  very 
frequent  in  winter,  continued  through  the 
three  fpring  months.  In  April  the  chief 

difeafes  attacked  the  cheft,  and  fome  of  a 

« 

tabid  difpofition  fuffered.  The  fame  rnonth 
a  violent  raucedo  and  tumour  of  the  jaws 
was  epidemic  among  fome  young  children 
in  the  fuburbs. 

Several  irregular  intermittent  difbrders 
appeared  in  March,  and  a  few  in  May, 
when  alfo  fome  fore  throats  attended. 


SUM- 
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SUMMER. 

I 

June,  The  firft  half  of  the  month  was 
for  the  mofl:  part  fair  and  hot;  the  laft 
half,  it  was  frequently  cold,  cloudy,  and 
wet,  with  N.  W,  winds :  elfe  S,  E.  S,  W, 
andN.E.  .  ' 

July.  The  foregoing  half  of  the 
month  wet,  fo  ,that  fcarce  a  day  was  free 
from  rain,  and, the  principal  winds  S.  E. 
and  N.  W.  The  reft  of  the  month  moftly 
fair,  and  the  winds  N.  W.  and  N.  E. 

Auguft.  Frequent  rains  the  firft  half  of 
the  month,  particularly  a  great  fall  the 
fourth  at  night  and  the  fifteenth.  The 
remainder  of  the  month  moftly  dry,  fair, 
fometimes  gloomy,  cloudy,  and  cool. 
The  principal  winds  W.  and  S.  W. 

Coughs  and  colds  continued  to  be  very 
frequent  in  June,  not  only  on  the  change 
of  weather  from  warm  to  cold,  but  even 
in,  as  well  as  after  the  warm  weather. 

The  article  of  fevers  was  but  very  fmall 
in*  our  bills  during  the  three  fummer- 

months ; 
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months ;  however,  I  met  with  feveral  in 
which  the  time  of  the  crifis  was  various, 
viz.  in  three  the  fifth  day  ;  in  twp  the 
fourteenth  day ;  in  two  others  the  ninth. 
In  one  the  feventh,  with  relapfes  j  in  ano¬ 
ther  the  twelfth ;  in  another  the  nineteenth. 
In  one  the  twenty- third,  which  was  of  the 
petechial  kind,  and  fatal. 

AUTUMN. 

l 

September.  A  fine,  dry,  fummer-like 
month,  though  it  ended  a  little  windy  and 
wet,  with  S.  W.  winds,  which  elfe  were  va¬ 
riable. 

Oftober.  Moftly  dry  throughout  the 
month,  and  feveral  warm  and  fummer- 
like  days,  and  there  was  but  little  rain, 
even  with  the  S.  W.  winds,  which  were  the 
predominant.  The  eighth  at  night  and 
fixteenth  only  rainy.  The  month  conclu¬ 
ded  foggy,  inclining  to  froft,  withN.  E. 
and  N.  winds. 

I 

November.  A  little  wet  and  windy  at 
the  beginning,  afterwards  frequent  froft 

through- 
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throughout  the  month.  .  The  firft,  twenty- 
fifth,  and  twenty -fi:^th  wet  and  windy; 
the  twenty-fecond  and  twenty-third  warm. 
Winds  S.-W.  W.  N.  W.  and  N. 

Fevers  were  not  unfrequent  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  in  the  city  ;  and  in  the  fuburbs, 
particularly  at  Kilmainham,  but  not  mor¬ 
tal.  Among  nine  of  them  in  different  ages, 
which  occurred  to  me,  the  time  of  the  ter-- 
mination  varied  from  the  fifth  to  the 
eighth  or  ninth,  tenth,  twelfth,  fourteenth, 
feventeenth,  and'thirtieth  day. 

In  Odtober  the  fevers  were  of  fliorter  du¬ 
ration,  as  far  as  I  oblerved,  terminatina"  the 
feventh,  eighth,  and  fourteenth  day:  on  the 
change  to  cold  weather  colds  were  frequent. 

In  November  coughs  continued  to  be 
epidemical,  and  fome  fevers  attended, 
yyhich  terminateji  in  fourteen  and  feven 
laysj  but  more  in  fourteen. 

WINTER,  1753.  ,734. 

December.  The  firft  nine  days,  cold, 
foggy,  and  frofty,  and  the  wind  N.  W. 

f 

I  thence 
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thence  to  the  twenty-fixth  frequent  ralris/ 
and  more  than  had  fallen  for  feveral 
months  paft.  The  winds,  W.  and  S.  W; 
the  end  it  was  frofty  again,  with  N.  W; 
and  N*  E.  winds. 

January.  The  firfl:  twenty-four  day^ 
cloudy,  with  frequent  rains,  particularly 
the  fourth  at  night,  and  the  fourteenth 
and  fifteenth  at  night :  great  inundati¬ 
ons  in  the  country  •  the  winds  S,  W.  and 
W.  The  tenth  a  ftorm’  at  S.  W.  From 
the  twenty-fifth  to  the  end  a  fmartfroft, 
with  N.  W.  winds. 

February.  The  firfl:  eight  days  cold, 
and  frequent  fnow  and  fleet,  the  reft 
of  the  month  viciflitudes  of  cloudy,  fair^ 
and  rainy  weather.  The  twelfth  flormy 
and'rainy.  The  principal  winds  S.  W*  and 
N.  W. 


SUMMARY; 

Spring  feafonable,  excepting  a  Wet 
March. 
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Summer  wet,  not  above  one  half  fum- 
mer-like. 

Autumn  fair  and  dry,  ending  frofty. 

Winter  rainy,  and  great  floods,  with 
frofts  interpofed. 

Coughs  and  diforders  of  the  lungs  were 
frequent  through  the  three  winter-months, 
January  was  fatal  to  feveral  of  the  con- 
fumptive. 

February  exhibited  a  greater  number  of 
fevers  than  December  or  January,  in  which 
alfo  the  lungs  were  remarkably  attacked. 
Of  the  feveral  fevers. that  occurred  to  me 
this  quarter,  the  days  of  termination  were 
the  fifth,  fixth,  feventh,  ninth,  (eleventh, 
which  was  of  the  petechial  kind  and  fatal) 
the  feventeenth,  nineteenth,  twenty-firfl:, 
and  twenty-third. 

Total  buried  this  year  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

SPRING,  1754. 

March.  The  firfl  nine  days  alternate¬ 
ly  ferene,  glopmy,  and  foggy  5  the  reft  of  • 

N  '  ;  th^ 
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the  month  was  for  the  moft  part  unufually 
cold,  except  the  twenty-third,  day,  which 
was  mild :  frequent  frofts,  hail,  and  fnow. 
The  principal  wind  N.  E. 

April.  The  firft  fourteen  days  moft- 
]y  fair,<  and  a  few  clouds  and  fhowers 
interfperfed,  and  the  winds  variable : 
thence  to  the  end  very  cold,  and  frequent 
hail,  fnow,  and  fleet,  and  the  wind  moft- 
ly  N.  W.  thence  to  the  end  for  the  mofl: 
part  fair,  and  the  winds.  N.  W.  E.  and 
’S.  E. 

May.  Alternately  fair,  cloudy,  and 
fhowery,  and  the  principal  wind  at  fome 
point  of  the  E.  It  ended  fair,  with  E, 
winds. 

Diforders  of  the  bread  chiefly  prevailed 
in  the  extraordinarily  cold  month  of 
March  ;  and  April  exhibited  chiefly  the 
fame  fort  of  difeafes,  viz.  coughs  and 
afthmas ;  and  the  confumptive  fuffered 
greatly. 

This  fpring  agues  were  frequent  in 
the  counties  of  Kilkenny  and  Carlow, 
though  rare  in  Dublin. 


Of 
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Of  the  contlnuals  that  occurred  to  me, 
one  had  a  critical  fweat  the  fifth  day,  ano¬ 
ther  the  fourteenth,  a  third  the  fifteenth, 
and  a  fourth  died  the  feventeenth  day.^ 

S  U  M  M  E  .R. 

June  extremely  wet  and  windy  for  the 
moft  part,  few  days  without  rain,  great 
floods  at  the  middle  of  the  month.  The 
principal  winds  W.  and  N.  W. 

July.  Mofty  fair  the  firft  fix  days,  the 
reft  of  the  month  wet  and  very  cold,  efpe- 
cially  ir\  the  nights.  The  principal  winds 
W.  andN.  W. 

Auguft.  The  wet  weather  continued 
the  firft  eight  days  5  the  reft  of  the  month 
moftly  fair,  and  fometimes  hot  5  but  it  con¬ 
cluded  cool,  and  a  little  windy.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  winds  N.  W.  S.^  E.  and  E. 

I  can  fay  nothing  from  obfervation  con¬ 
cerning  the  difeafes  of  the  fummer-quar- 
ter,  having  fpent  it  in  retirement  in  the 
country  for  the  recovery  of  my  own  health  j 
but  was  well  afllired  that  it  was  healthy, 

N  2  fave 
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fave  that  at  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  fevers 
became  more  frequent,  and*proved  fatal  %o 
feveral, 

AUTUMN., 

September.  Fine  harveft-weather,  fair 
and  pleafant,  and  frequently  warm,  like 
fummer  :  the  tenth  and  twenty- fixth  at 
night  rain  ;  the  principal  wind  S.  E. 

Oftober.  •  Fair  weather  continued  to 
prevail  throughout  the  month :  from  the 
eighth  to  the  eighteenth,  and  the  twenty- 
third,  twenty-fourth,  twenty-fifth  windy: 
the  fixteenth,  early  in  the  morning,  a  great 
.  ftorm :  the  fifteenth  and  thirtieth  much 
rain:  the  nineteenth, twentieth,  and  twen- 
ty-firft  fultry,  as  in  fummer,  with  a  heavy 
hygrometer,  and  the  thermometer  higher 
than  in  May.  Winds  W.  S.  W.  and 
N.  W. 

November.  Mcftly  fair  throughout  the 
month,  and  fome  fummer-like  days,  though 
.  fometimes  cloudy  and  foggy ;  the  fixth  and 
ninth  at  night  rain,  and  near  the  end  a 

fmart 
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fmart  froft  for  four  days.  The  principal 
winds  N.  W.  and  S.  E. 

'  The  difeafes  of  this  autumn,  being  a 
fummer-Iike  feafon  fucceeding  a  wet  fum- 
mer,  were  chiefly  thofe  of  the  lower  bel¬ 
ly,  which  feemed  to  be  owing  to  indigelfion, 
and  eating  fruit  not  well  ripened  ;  whence 
pains  and  tenfions,  and  a  confiderable 
number  of  dyfenteries :  alfo  fome  coughs 
.and  catarrhs. 

Befides  thefe,  there  occurred-  alfo  during 
the  three  autumnal  months,  here  and  there, 
a  certain  fever  -which  proved  fatal  to  fe- 
veral.  An  obfervator  of  the  weather  and 
difeafes  in  London  during  the  fame  time 
takes  notice  of  a  dangerous  remittent  fe¬ 
ver,  although  not  very  frequent,  which 
occurred  there  alfo,  in  which  bleeding  was 
hurtful.  It  is  probable  that  ours  was 
akin  to  theirs,  and  owing  to  the  fame  ge¬ 
neral  caufes. 

..The  chief  of  thofe  that  fell  under  my^ 
obfervation  ran  out  to  three  weeks,  and 
one  of  them  to  fix :  the  heat  not  great, 
the  attack  mild  and  deceitful. 

N  3 
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W  I  N  T  E  R,  1754,  1755, 

December.  The  foregoing  half  af  the 
month  was  alternately  doudy,  fair,  wet, 
windy,  and  fometimes  foggy,  and  the  prinr 
cipal  wind  S.  W,  The  eighth  at  night 
a  great  fall  of  rain  :  the  latter  half  of  the 
month  for  the  mofl:  part  ha;zy  and  foggy, 
rarely  a  little  fpitting,  mplily  cool,  and  the 
principal  wind  S.  E, 

January.  For  the  mofl:  part  dry,  cold, 
and  frolly,  and'  the  winds  S.  E.  N. 
and  E.  fometimes  S.  W.  Jt  concluded 

•  .-5  •  <  -  i  e 

with  a  fmart  frofl:. 

i 

February.  For  the  mofl:  part  frofty 
throughout  the  month,  and  the  winds  S.  E. 
E.  and  N.  E.  the  nineteenth  rainy^  the  twen- 
ty-firft,  twenty  fecoiid,  twenty-third,  ^ 
good  dealof&ow:  itend,ed  cloudy  and  cool,; 

SUMMARY^ 

Spring  partly  temperate,  partly  cold, 

Summer  wet.  , 

■  Autumn  fair  and  fummer-like. 

‘JiVinter  frofty. 
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In  December  and  January  appeared 
feveral  dyfenteries,  the  reliques  of  the  fore¬ 
going  autumn :  alfo  among  Ibme  children 
a  cough,  with  fever  and  eruptions  in  the 
fkin,  as  in  the  meazles. 

In  February  coughs,  colds,  and  diforders 
of  the  lungs  were  very  frequent  j  and  ' 
throughout  the  three  winter-months  a  fe-^’ 
ver  was  frequent,  which  proved  fatal  to  fe- 
veral,  that  article  in  February  rifing  to 
almoft  double  the  ufual  number. 

It  attacked  all  ages,  and  feeras  to  have 
been  of  the  low  deprefled  kind,  and  com¬ 
monly  attended  with  miliary  or  other 
puftules,  the  time  of  the  eruption  of 
which  was  various,  as  ufual.  The  crifis 
in  thofe  that  fell  under  my  obfervation 
was  for  the  moll  part  before  the  fourteenth 
or  fifteenth  day,  and  in  feveral  on  the 
nineteenth,  twentieth,  or  twenty-firft;  and 
although  others  terminated  fooner,  an'd 
fome  died  in  a  few  days  confinement, 
there  was  great  reafon  to  think  that  thefe 
lafl:  had  a  lurking  fever  feveral  days  be- 

N  4  foi'e. 
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fore,  which  were  not  taken  into  the 

reckoning. 

It  feeros  to  have  been  a  continuation  of 
the  fever  of  the  laft  autumn,  and  common 
to  Dublin  and  Loncon  both  in  autumn 
and  winter. 

N.  B.  The  gangrenous  fore  throat  of 
1743  attacked  fome  children  in  this  city, 
and  proved  fatal  to  feveralt  one  of  them 

was  thirteen  years  old. 

Total  buried  this  year  one  -thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-feven,  according 
to  one  account;  but  according  to  another 
perhaps  more  accurate,  onethoufand  leveii 
hundred  and  thirty-two. 

.SPRING,  1755. 

March.  Mild  weather,  fnow  or  froft 
rai-e,  but  frequent  rains  throughout  the 
nronth,'and  rarely  a  day  without  rain, 
though  no  great  glut  of  rain.  It  ended 
warm  arnd  windy.  The  principal  winds 
S.W.  N.W.  S.  E.  andN.E'. 

April.  Wet,  much  like' the  preceding 
jnonth,  not  many  d?.ys  without  rain :  fomt 
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fine  weather,  but  rarely,  and  the  month 
concluded  cold.  The  principal  wind.  S.  W 
May.  The  firft  fixteen  days  alternately 
fair  and  cloudy,  and  often  rainy;  moftly 
cool,  fome  hail :  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
month  moftly  fair,  warm,  and  pleafant : 
the  thirtieth  day  rainy.  The  principal 
wind  sW.  and  N.  W. 

The  bills  in  March  were  higher  than 
for  a  long  time  paft  ;  but  this  feems  to 
have  proceeded  rather  from  confumptions 
and  decays  by  age  than  from  acute  dif- 
eafes:  and  accordingly  many  coughs 
and  confumptions  occurred  in  March  and 
April,  although  wet  and  mild  months, 
but  which  had  been  preceded  by  a  fevere 
winter,  which  probably  laid  the  foundation 
for  the  fatality. 

Fevers  of  the  eruptive  kind,  and  fome 
of  them  miliary,  appear  to  have  been  com¬ 
mon  to  us  and  London  in  March  and  April. 

Of  four  continuals  that  occurred  this 
fpring,  two  terminated  the  fourteenth,  ano¬ 
ther  the  twentieth,  a  fourth  the  fifth  day. 

In 


t 
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In  May,  whilfi:  the  bills  were  lower 
than  in  the  two  preceding  months,  a  cqn- 
fiderable  number  of  cutaneous  diforders, 
and  feveral  eryfipelas/s  attended ;  apd 
colds  were  frequent  the  firft  half  of  the 
month. 

S  U  M  M  E  R. 

June.  Excepting  the  firft  four  days, 
which  were  fair,  with  E.  winds,  the  greater 
part  of  the  reft  of  the  month  was  cloudy, 
and  frequently  wet:  the  fcventh,  thir¬ 
teenth,  nineteenth,  and  twenty-ninth, 
rainy.  The  winds  variable. 

July.  A  very  wet  month,  few  days 
without*  clouds  or  rain :  the  fecoud  at 
night,  the  fifth  at  night,  the  eighth  at 
night,  the  fifteenth  at  night,  and  the 
nineteenth  and  twenty-firft  days  much 
rain :  it  concluded  fair.  The  winds 
N.  W.  S.  W.  and  W.  ■  , 

■  Auguft.  The  foregoing  half  of  the 
month  alternately  cloudy  and  fair,  the 
latter  part  more  cloudy  and  hazy  :  cool  in 

general 
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general :  the  eighteenth  and  twenty-eighth 
at  night  a  confiderable  fall  of  rain.  The 
winds  N.  W.  and  W. 

Eryfipela^'s,  which  are  obferved  above 
to  have  attended  May,  continued  to  be 
frequent  in  fummer. 

Fevers,  feveral  of  them  of  the  petechial 
kind,  were  frequent  in  fummer,  particu¬ 
larly  in  Auguft,  though  more  favourable 
than  of  late ;  the  times  of  the  termination 
of  thofe  that  occurred  to  my  obfervation 
this  quarter  were  various,  viz.  the  fourth, 
lixth,  tenth,  eleventh,  twelfth,  fourteenth, 
twentieth,  twenty-firfl:  and  twenty-third 
days  5  and  two  on  the  feventh,  and  one 
of  the  low  kind,  with  all  the  marks  of 
fever,  except  quicknels  of  pulle,  but  with 
diarrhoea  and  cold  fweats,  ran  out  to  a 
month,  and  the  patient  recovered. 

I  met  with  two  intermittents  in  Auguft, 
and  three  obftinate  rheumatifms;  and 
fome  of  the  patients,  although  not  old, 
were  from  thence  deprived  of  the  ufe-of 
their  limbs. 

A 
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1.  Did  not  the  long  continued  moi- 
fture  of  the  fpring  and  fummer  evi¬ 
dently  promote  the-  diforders  prevailing 
this  fummer,  particularly  the  low  putrid 
fevers,  and  rheumatifms  ? 

2.  As  I  obferved  *  the  accounts  here 
given  of  the  prevailing  fevers  this  and  laft 
fpring,  a§  well  as  laft  year,  to  have  agreed 
nearly  to  thofe  publifhed'  concerning  the 
reigning  difeafes  in  Londo-n  at  the  fame 
lime,'  is  not  a  mutuaf  correfpondence 
between  phyficians  worthy  to  be  recom¬ 
mended  ? 

A  U  T  U  M  N. 

September.  Generally  cloudy  and  fre¬ 
quent  rains:  gluts  of  rain  the  firft  and 
twenty-eighth  at  night,  and  cool.  The 
fifteenth  and  fixteenth  fummer-like  days, 
dfe  very  little  harveft- weather ;  and  the 
month  concluded  wet  and  ftormy.  The 
principal  wind  S.  W. 

October.  The  beginning  of  the  month 
2'  iittie  windy,  then  fair  weather  and 

frequent 
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fteqiicnt  frofts  to  the  eighteenth :  the  reft 
of  the  month  fair,  foggy,  and  hazy:  a 
fine  dry  month,  and  fome  warm  fummer- 
litce  days.  The  winds  variable. 

November.  Variable,  viz.  hazy,  windy, 
and  cloudy,  the  firft  week :  then  froft, 
hail,  and  fnow,  to  the  twelfth.  The  thir¬ 
teenth  and  fourteenth  much  rain  and 
floods;  wet  and  windy  to  the  twenty, 
fourth.  It  concluded  frofty.  Winds 
W.  N.  W.  and  S.W, 

It  was  a  healthy  autumn,  though  not 
exempt  from  fevers  j  but  much  more  rare 
in  the  fine  dry  month  of  Odober,  than  in 
September  and  November. 

Some  .hemiplegias  attended  Oaober 
and  indeed  this  difeafe  has  for  fom^ 

months  part  been  more  frequent  in  Dublin 

and  fome  parts  of  the  country,  than  for 
many  years  before,  perhaps  from  the  ex- 
ceffive  moifture  of  the  feafons :  thefe  and 
a  few  coughs  and  colds,  and  fifteen  fevers 
made  up  the  complement  of  my  obfcrva- 
tions  tins  quarter,  of  which  fifteen  two 
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died :  of  thefe  fome  were  petechial,  fome 
inflammatory,  but  both  bore  bleeding, 
and  the  firft  without  regard  to  the  cfiloref- 
cences  on  the  fkin.  The  time  of  the 
crifis  of  thefe  fevers,'  which  attacked  both 
children  and  the  middle  aged  and  elderly, 
was  as  various  as  their  ages,  habits,  and 
the  weather  attending ;  and  accordingly 
happened  on  the  fifth,  fixth,  feventh, 
eighth,  eleventh,  twelfth,  fourteenth,  fix- 
teenth,  twentieth,  twenty-fourth,  twenty- 
fixth,  and  on  the  forty-fecond,  in  a  man 
in  the  decline  of  life. 

WINTER,  1755,  1756. 

December.  Alternately  rain  and  frofl:,  ; 
and  fometinles  fnow :  the  eleventh,  four¬ 
teenth,  and  fifteenth,  gluts  of  rain :  the 
twenty-fourth  at  night  ftormy.  Winds 
S.  W.  W.  and  N.W; 

* 

January.  Rain  through  the  greateft  part 
of  the  month,  from  the  eighth  to  the  I 
eleventh,  and  from  the  nineteenth  to  thef 
twenty-fifth  windy.  The  fixteenth  af 
fmart  froft.  Winds  S.  W.  W.  and  N.  W.  , 

Fe- 
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Febniary.  Windy  througla  great  part 
of  the  month,  and  mdftly  at  S.  W.  The 
twelfth  at  night  a  hctrricane,  which  did 
fome  damage.  The  windy  weather  was 
fucceeded  by  a  little  froft,  then  foggy  and 
fair  weather;  Winds  S.  W.  and  W. 

S  U  M  M  A  'R  Y; 

Spring  wet: 

/ 

Summer  wet. 

Autumn  v/et,  except ‘October;' 

Winter  wet. 

It  was  a  healthy  winter,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  windy  month,  of  February  aV- 
Torded  abundance  of  leifiire.  Our  ende- 
mial  difeafes,  coughs,  chin-coughs,  fvvelled 
jaws,  were  the  chief;  and  diforders  of  the 
lungs,  which  proved  fatal  to  feveral. 

The  few  fevers  that  I  heard  of  during 
this  winter- quarter,  which  were  partly  pe¬ 
techial,  and  partly  inflammatory,  were  for 
'  the  moft  part  mortal,  on  the  fifth  or  fixth, 
the  fourteenth  or  fifteenth,  fixteenth,  and 
twentieth  days. 


Total 
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Total  burled  this  year  two  thoufand 
and  two;  or,  from  a  more  accurate  ac¬ 
count,  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-fix. 

S  P  R  I^N  G,  1756. 

1 

March.  The  firft  eighteen  days  moftly 
dry:  thence  to  the  twenty-fixth  froft, 
fnow,  and  hail :  thence  to  the  end  cloudy 
and  wet.  Winds  variable. 

April.  A  very  moift  and  cold  month, 
frequent  fhowers,  and  gluts  of  rain  and 
hail.  Winds  moftly  N.W.  or  fome 
point  of  the  E. 

May,  The  fore  half  of  the  month  al¬ 
ternately  cloudy,  ftiowery,  and  fair,  and. 
very  cold :  hail  and  fnow  at  the  begin¬ 
ning.  The  twelfth  and  thirteenth  perpe¬ 
tual  rain  of  near  forty-eight  hours  conti¬ 
nuance,  wind  S.  E.  The  fifteenth  a  warm 
fummer’s  day:  the  latter  half  of  the 
month  moftly  fair.  Winds  N.-W.  at  the 
beginning  j  afterwards  E.  S.  E.  and 
N.  E.  '  ' 


A  ge- 
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A  general  healthinefs  prevailed  through 
the  three  fpring  months,  very  few  fevers, 
and  fcarce  any  diforders,  except  our  ende¬ 
mics,  as  coughs,  colds,  and  diforders  of 
the  lungs,  which  were  very  frequent 
throughout  thefe  three  months,  with  the 
chin-coughs  mentioned  laft  quarter,  which 
continued  in  March  j  and  in  May  heaics 
and  confumptions,  ' 

Of  the  few  feverilh  patients  that  occur- 
ed  to  my  obfervation  this  quarter,  one  re¬ 
covered  with  a  critical  fweat  the  feventh 
day  j  two  died  in  feven  days  or  iefs  j  one 
recovered  in  fourteen  days  ;  one  in  thir¬ 
teen  j  one  died  in  thirteen  days  5  one 
lecovered  in  twenty-one  days. 

SUMMER. 

June.  A  wet  and  winter-like  month 
for  the  moft  part ;  few  days  wholly  free 
from  rain  :  the  feventeenth  and  twenty- 
fourth  at  night  great  gluts  of  rain  ;  to¬ 
wards  the  end  warm  and  pleafant.  Winds 

S.  W.  fometimes  S.  E.  but  both  attend¬ 
ed  with  rain. 


/ 
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July.  Excepting  the  firft  fix  days? 
which  were  moftly  fair,  the  reft  '  of  the 
month  was  cloudy,  with  fhowers  interfper- 
fed,  and -few  intirely  fair  days  :  more  rain 
near  the  end,  particularly  the  twenty- 
third.  The  principal  winds  S.  E.  and 
N.  E. 

Auguft.  The  winter-like  weather  con¬ 
tinued  the  beginning  of  this  month,  then 
it  was  alternately  cloudy,  gloomy,  and  fair 
to  the  middle  ;  thence  to  the  end  very 
frequent  rains,  and  the  ftreets  dirty,  as  iu 
winter :  the  twenty-^fecond  at  night  a 
great  fall  of  rain.  The  winds  variable. 

A  wet  fummer,  but  healthy ;  no  epide-^ 
mic  difeafes;  fevers  rare.  In  the  fore  part 
of  June  and  in  July,  coughs  and  colds 
were  frequent*  In  a  mountainous  traft 
near  Dublin,  Baltibois,  fore  mouths,  affeft- 
ing  the  gums  and  palate,  were  frequent, 
even  in  adults,  and  at  the  fame  time  I  faw 
in  town  two  old  perfons  alike  affefted. 

Of  the  fevers  that  occurred  to  my  ob- 
fervation  this  quarter,  one  with  a  fore 

throat 
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throat  terminated  in  four  days,  a  perip- 
neumonic  fever  ended  in  a  critical  fweat 
the  feventh  day,  though  the  crifis  was 
not  perfcfl  ;  one  the  eighth  day  by  a 
critical  fweat,  with  a  flight  relapfe  ;  one 
the  ninth  day  imperfeflly  by  fweat,  com¬ 
pletely  the  twelfth  day  j  one  peripneumo- 
nic  in  fifteen  days,  but  the  feparation  in 
the  urine  not  completed  until  the  twentieth 
day  ;  one  in  fourteen  days  ;  one  miliary, 
the  eruption  appearing  the  fifteenth  day, 
but  his  fever  did  not  leave  him  till  the 
twenty-eighth. 

AUTUMN. 

Septetnber.  Alternately  fair  and  gloo¬ 
my,  and  rains  frequently  interfperfed  ;  the 

third,  fifth,  fourteenth,  and  twenty-fecond, 
much  rain  :  the  twenty-fifth,  twenty-fixth, 
twenty-feventh,  on  a  fiidden  fultry  and 
windy,  with  a  heavy  hygrometer.  The 
,  principal  winds  S.  E.  E.  and  N.  E. 

Oflober.  Scarce  a  day  without  rain 
mofl:  of  the  month  until  the  twenty- fecondj 

Q  2  the 
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the  fecond  and  third,  feventh  and  nine* 
teenth,  gluts  of  rain  :  the  fecond  at. night 
a  ftorm ;  but  the  feventh  in  the  morning 
early  a  great  ftorm,  deftru6liveto  men  and 
fhipping  :  from  the  twenty-fecond  to  the 
end,  moftly  dry  and  pleafant.  Winds 
moftly  S.  E. 

November.  Fair  weather  prevailed 
throughout  the  month  :  from  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  to  the  tvvxnty-fourth  froft  :  the 
feventeenth  and  twenty«fixth  rainy  :  the 
month  concluded  mild  and  fummer-like. 
The  principal  winds  N.  W.  and  S.  E. 

It  was  a  healthy  autumn  5  few  fevers 
attended,  and  thofe  I  obferved  were  of  the 
low  kind,  v.  g.  one  miliary,  and  attend¬ 
ed  with  hemorrhages  fatal  the  tenth  day  : 
another  terminated  happily  the  tenth  or 
eleventh  day  :  a  third  died  the  ninth. 

Fluxes  attended  the  moift  month  of 
06lober,  which  alfo  accompanied  fome  of 
the  fevers  of  late,  which  proved  fatal., 

; 

In  November  the  meazles  were  very  fre¬ 
quent,  but  not  mortal. 

WIN- 
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WINTER,  1756,  1757. 

'  December.  The  prevailing  weather  was 
dry,  and  either  ferene  or  foggy  :  the  fourth, 
the  thirteenth  at  night,  and  the  fifteenth, 
rainy  :  fome  days  pleafant  like  fummer  : 
it  ended  frofty:  The  principal  wind 
S.  E. 

January.  The  frofty  weather  continued 
through  the  greateft  part  of  this  month, 
with  frequent  fnows,  and  feveral  gluts  of 
rain,  particularly  the  ninth  at  night,  the 
eighteenth  at  night,  and  the  twenty-firft  and 
twenty-fifth.  The  twelfth  at  night  a  vio¬ 
lent  ftorm  at  S.  E.  which  did  great  damage 
to  the  Ihipping.  The  principal  wind  S.  E. 

February,  Froft  and  fnow  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  :  the  fixth  at  night  a  great  fall 
of  rain,  fair  afterwards  great  part  of  the 
month,  though  fometimes  cloudy  and 
windy  near  the  end.  The  principal  winds 
S.  W; 

SUMMARY. 

Spring  variable,  a  cold  and  moift 
April.  O  3  Sum- 


/ 
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Slimmer  very  wet.  ’ 

Autumn  variable^ 

Winter  frofty. 

The  winter  was  healthy,  except  that 
coughs  and  colds  attended,  paiticularly  in 
December,  and  remarkably  at  the  latter 
end  of  it  on  the  fodden  change  U>  cold  ; 
and  during  the  months  of  January  and 
February,  coughs,  infiammatory  colds, 
fore  eyes,  and  fwelled  ^jawa,  chiefly  prevail¬ 
ed;  and  the  afthmatic  fuffered  greatly,  and 
feyeral  of  them  died. 

Total  huried  this  year  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  fifty. 

.S  ,P  \R  I  N  G,  1757. 

March,  A  wet  month ;  fometimes  a  little 
frofl,  particularly  the  fourth,  fifth,  and 
iixth,  and  frequently,  hail,  and  two  nota¬ 
ble  ftorms  the  fifteenth  and  twenty-third, 
which  did  confiderable  damage.  The 
twenty-firft  and  twenty-fourth  a  great 
^glut  of  -rain  :  from  the  fifteenth  till  near 
vthe  end  windy.  The  principal  winds 
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April.  Variable,  but  with  a  prevalence 
of  cold  weather,  and  a  very  backward 
fpring  :  the  firft  three  days  wet  and  cold, 
thence  to  the  ninth  warm,  thence  to  the 
end  frequent  rain  and  hail,  and  fome 
fnow^:  it  concluded  warm  and  fair.  The 
principal  wind  S.  W. 

May,  Generally  dry  and  cool :  from 
the  eleventh  to  the  fixteenth  fliowery, 
as  alfo  at  the  end.  The  principal  winds 
-N.  W.  W.  and  S.W. 

The  cold  nipping  fpring  was  fenfibly 
felt  by  divers  invalids,  and  it  proved  fatal  to 
feveralofthe  aged  and  confumptively  dif- 
pofed.  Colds  attended  all  the  three  months, 
and  fome  in  the  warm  weather  fucceeding 
the  cold,  as  well  as  in  tlie  ferene  ^  but  (harp 
weather  attended,  with  E.  winds. 

Intermitting  fevers,  which  had  not  ap¬ 
peared  fince  April  1746,  came  on  at  the 
end  of  February  and  beginning  of  March, 
and  continued  in  April,  which  with  in- 
flammatorydiforders,  pleurifies,*and  coughs, 
were  the  prevailing  difeafes  in -the  laft 
named  month. 

O  4^  la 
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In  May  colds,  rheumatifms,  inflamma¬ 
tory  fevers,  and  intermittent s,  were  the 
principal  difeafes. 

SUMMER. 

June.  Generally  fair,  dry,  and  warm, 
and  the  principal  winds  N.  E.  S.  E.  orE,. 
The  fecond  at  night  rain,  as  alfo  the  fe- 
venteenth,  nineteenth,  and  twentieth  day, 
and  the  twenty-fecond  at  night. 

July.  Somewhat  cloudy  at  tjie  beginning*, 
from  the  feventh  to  the  thirteenth  ferene 
and  hot,  and  the  winds  for  the  mofl:  part 
E.  The  heat  lefs  after  the  thunder  the 
fourteenth,  thence  to  the  end  frequent  and 
plentiful  rains,  and  the  winds  S.  W.  W„ 
and  S. 

Auguft.  Except  ithe  feventhand  eighth, 
which  were  fair  and  hot,  there  were  few 
days  but  cloudy  or  wet,  or  both  :  and  the 
latter  end  was  fqually,  cold,  and  winter¬ 
like.  The  principal  winds  N.  W.  S. 

.and  W.  . 

Purlng  the  three  fummer-months  the 
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prevailing  fevers  were  evidently  of  the  pu¬ 
trid  and  petechial  kind,  and  fometimes  at¬ 
tended  with  miliary  puftules.  There  was 

gangrenous  tendency  in  fome  of  their 
fores  by  blifters  and  otherwife.  The  at¬ 
tack  was  frequently  mild  and  deceit¬ 
ful. 

One  died  the  tenth,  another  the  four¬ 
teenth  day,  two  recovered  the  fourteenth 
or  fifteenth  day  :  with  three  the  fever  ran 
.out  to  the  nineteenth,  twenty^firfl:,  and 
Iwenty-fecond. 

In  June  and  the  beginning  of  July,  fe¬ 
deral  cutaiieous  diforders  appeared,  proba¬ 
bly  owing  to  the  extraordinary  heat  of  the 
, weather,  which  attended  fome  part  of  thofe 
months;  and  in  both  thofe  months  I  met  with 
■fome  dyfenteries  among  the  poor,  promo¬ 
ted,  perhaps,  by  the  badnefs  of  their  bread, 
.as  it  was  a  time  of  great  fcarcity. 

A  H  T  U  M  N. 

September.  Excepting  the  two  firft 
4^ys,  the  weather  was  generally  fair  and 

dry. 
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dry,  or  gloomy  and  pleafant,  with- a  pre¬ 
valence  of  S.  E.  and  N.  E*  winds. 

OStoher.  The  dry  weather  continued 
through  the  greateft  part  of  this  month,  fo 
that  there  .was  very  little  rain,  except  on  the 
fifth  at  night,  with  a  ftorm,  and  on  the 
leventh  at  nighty  but  feveral  fummer-like 
days,  and  a  few  fogs  and  flight  frofls,  at 
the  latter  end.  The.  principal  winds  N.  W. 
S.  W.  and  W, 

November.  After  a  feries  of  nearly 
two  months  dry  weather,  fucceeded  a  win¬ 
ter-like  feafon  of  frequent  rain  and  wind 
throughout  the  month,  after  the  fourth 
day.  On  the  tenth  dreadful  thunder 
and  lightning:,  the  fifteenth  and  nine¬ 
teenth  ftormy.  The  principal  wind  S.  W. 

In  autumn  the  prevailing  fevers  were 
ftill  of  the  low  and  putrid  kind,  attended 
with  a  weak  and  quick  pulfe,  though  fome- 
times  fcarcely  quick,  and  even  flower  than 
in  health.  Petechial  and  fometimes  mi- 
liary  eruptions  appeared-  at  uncertain 
times,  and  tremors  ;  and  as  the  difeafe 

.advanced. 
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advanced,  a  delirium  or  fome  degree  of  it, 
and  a  coma.  A  bilious  diarrhoea  ufually 
attended,  and  feemed  to  be  falutary. 

The  time  of  the  crifis  was  various,  moft 
frequently  on  the  fourteenth  day,  though 
to  fome  it  .proved  fatal  fooner,  and  more 
rarely  ran  out  to  the  twenty-firft. 

At  the  clofe  of  Odlober  this  fever  be- 
came  more  frequent,  and  often  proved  fa¬ 
tal,  as  it  did  likewife  In  November  to  not 
a  few  of  the  young  and  ftrong.;  and  we 
received  accounts  of  a  like  malignity  attend¬ 
ing  this  fever  in  the  country. 

Elifters  in  the  advanced  Rate  of  the 
fever  were  of  fervice,  though  not  always 
fuccefsful.  The  fmalhpox  feemed  to  keep 
pace  with  the  fever  in  refpefl  to  malig¬ 
nity. 

'  WIN  TER,  1757,  1758: 

December.  Moift  the  firfl:  fix  days, 
4:hen  gloomy,  foggy,  and  cloudy,  with 
frequent  flight  froils,  and  fometimes 
heavy  hygrometer,  with  a  high  barome¬ 
ter; 
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ter:  pleafant  for  the  feafon:  the  fourth 
perpetual  rain,  the  twenty-ninth  a  fum- 
mer-like  day.  The  principal  winds  N.  W. 

January.  A  dry  month:  after  ^  little 
fiiow  at  the  beginning,  the  firft  fifteen  days 
were  mild,  and  alternately  ferene  and  clou¬ 
dy,  fometimes  a  little  wet 5  thence  to  the 
twenty-fourth  froft,  and  a  ,  little  fnow ; 
thence  to  the  end  gloomy  and  pleafant  for 
the  feafon.  The  principal  winds  S.  E. 
and  S.  W. 

February.  The  pleafant  weather  con- 
.  tinned  the  firft  fix  days,  which  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  frequent  rains,  and  winds 5  fame 
fnow  and  froft  through  the  reft  of  the 
month :  the  eighth  and  twelfth  ftormy  : 
the  nineteenth  a  great  fall  of  fnow.  The 
principal  winds  W.  and  S.  W. 

S  U  M  M  A  R  Y. 

Spring  cold  and  backward. 

Summer  generally  cloudy  and  wet,  ex- 
■  cept  June,  and  a  few  days  in  July  and  Au- 
guft. 


Autumn 
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Autumn  moftly  dry  and  fummer-IIke. 

Winter  moftly  mild  and  open. 

The  predominant  difeafes  throughout 
the  winter-quarter  are  faid  to  have  been 
of  the  inflammatory  kind,  as  pleurifies, 
coughs,  colds,  fore  throats,  and  obftinate 
inflammations  of  the  eyes  in  February,  in 
which  month  the  inflammatory  fevers  are 
faid  to  have  partaken  of  the  low  petechial 
kind :  but  the  principal  fevers  that  occur- 
led  to  my  obfer\^ation  in  the  winter-quar¬ 
ter,  were  of  the  low  petechial  kind  3  and  in 
January  tnat  article  was  increaled  much  be¬ 
yond  the  ufual  number,  where  alfb  it  is  ob- 
fervable  that  the  fmall-pox  keptpace  in  ma«» 
lignity  with  the  fevers.  The  diarrhcea  that 
attended  proved  falutary,  as  lafl:  autumn. 

The  time  of  the  crifis  was  various,  as 
the  eleventh,  twelfth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth, 
and  twenty-firfl:  days. 

Blifl:ers  were  ftill  of  fervice  in  the  ad¬ 
vanced  ftate  of  the  fever,  notwithtland- 
ing  the  putrid  difpofition  of  the  juices* 

Total  buried  this  year  one  thouland 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-flvci  or,  accord¬ 
ing 
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ing  to  a  calculation  perhaps  more  accu¬ 
rate,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine. 

SPRING,  1758. 

March.  Variable,  moftly  cold,  and  a  back¬ 
ward  fpring:  frequent  rain,  and  fometirhes 
fnow:  it  concluded  fair,  pleafant,  and  warm. 
The  principal  winds  S.  E.  N.  E.  and  E. 

April.  Serene  and  cold,  rain  and  fhowers 
interfperfed,  and  thefe  frequently  of  hail 
or  fnow:  the  twelfth,  the  fixteenth  in 
the  night,  and  the  twentieth,  plenty  of  rain. 
It  ended  fair  and  dry.  The  principal 
winds  E.  S.  E.  and  N.  W. 

May.  Moftly  fair  and  dry;  fcarce 
any  rain,  except  the  great  glut  on  the  thir¬ 
tieth,  with  thunder :  from  the  eighteenth 
to  near  the  end,  very  warm :  it  ended  cool. 
The  principal  winds  S,  E.  E.  and  N.  E. 

The  petechial  fevers  lately  prevailing 
did  not  wholly  ceafe  in  this  city,  nor  in 
feveral  of  the  north  and  weft  parts  of  the 
kingdom  during  the  months  of  March  and 
April  -y  and  thofe  that  fell  under  my  ob*. 

fer- 
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fervation  in  the  laft  month  proved  fatal 
the  eighth,  fourteenth,  andfixteenth  days; 
and  it  was  obfervable  that  many  fevers 
which  attacked  with  inflammatory  fymp- 
toms,  did  not  bear  bleeding. 

Pleurifies,  peripngumonies,  and  rheuma- 
tifms,  were  very  frequent  in  March:  alfo 
in  this  month  and  the  beginning  of  April 
a  fever  was  frequent,  which  feized  chiefly 
young  girls,  and  terminated  in  a  few  days 
with  eryfipelatous  eruptions  all  over  the 
Ikin. 

The  month  of  May  was  as  remarkable 
for  better  health  as  for  good  weatner;  ne- 
verthelefs,  during  the  three  months,  but  eC- 
pecially  April  and  May,  our  endemiai  dif- 
eafcs,  coughs  and  colds,  were  frequent,  and 
thofe  of  bad  lungs  fufFered  much ;  alfo 
fome  pleurifies  attended,  in  two  of  which 
the  crifis  fucceeded  happily  by  fweat,  as 
very  frequently  happens  ;  in  ,  one  the  - 
fixth,  in  the  other  the  eighth  day. 


SUM- 
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SUMMER. 

June.  Fair  and  dry  moftly,  fo  that  the 
feventhand  fixteenth  were  the  only  days  re¬ 
markable  for  rain :  it  was  alfo  frequently 
cold,  and  fome  days  winter-like  5  but  the 
twenty-fifth  and  twenty-fixth  very  hot. 
The  principal  winds  W.  N.  W.  and  S.  W. 

July.  Generally  cloudy  and  wet  5  not 
many  days  free  from  rain :  the  fourteenth 
a  glut  of  rain:  fome  very  few  hot  and 
fultry  days,  but  more  cool  and  winter¬ 
like.  The  principal  winds  N.  W. 

Auguft.  Frequently  fultry,  gloomy,  and 
fair  alternately,  and  likewife  often  rainy, 
efpecially  in  and  near  Dublin,  where  we; 
had  plentiful  rains.  The  principal  winds 
S.  W.  and  N.  W.  It  concluded  fair  and 
cool,  with  northerly  winds. 

About  the  beginning  of  June  there  was 
a  hidden  change  of  the  weather  to  cold, 
which  was  attended  with  coughs,  chin- 
coughs,  fore  throats,  quinzies,  pleurifies, 
peripneumonies,  andrheumatifms,  moft  of 

I  which 
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which  diforders  Gontinued'  during  great  ' 
part  of  the  remainder  of  the  wet  fummer, 
viz.  in  July  and  the  beginning  of  Auguft. 

In  June  the  fevers  feemed  to  border  on 
the  intermittent  kind,  having  a.  notable 
exacerbation^  with  chlllinefs  in  the  evening. 

July  was  attended  with  inflammatory 
fevers,  and  likewife  with  thofe  of  the 
low  petechial  kind,  in  divers  cafes  of 
which  the  time  of  the  crifis  was  various  j 
as  on  the  fixth,  fourteenth,  twentieth,  and 
twenty-eighth  days.  Dyfenteries  alfo 
were  frequent  in  July,  feme  of  which 
were  obftinate. 

In  Auguft  the  cholera  morbus  occurred, 
and  dyfenteries  continued  to  be  frequent; 
and  the  fmall-pox,  which  had  been  mild 
and  diftinft  before,  became  very  frequent, 
and  were  of  a  confluent  and  bad  kind. 

A  U  T  U  M  N. 

September.  A  fine  harveft  month; 
moftly  dry,  pleafant,  and  cool ;  fome  little 
frofts,  and  the  principal  wind  N.  W.  The 

P  fecond 
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fecond  at  night  rainy:  the  feventeenth 
a  great  fall  of  rain :  the  fixth  ftormy. 

Oftober.  The  dry  weather  continued 
to  the  twentieth,  except  the  feventh  and 
eighth  days,  which  were  wet :  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  period  mentioned  were 
frequent  frofts :  from  the  twentieth  to 
the  end  cloudy,  wet,  and  fometimes 
windy:  the  twenty-feventh  at  night  a 
ftorm,  and  much  rain.  The  principal 
winds  S.  E.  E.  and  N.  W. 

November.  Frequent  rains  through¬ 
out  the  month :  a  good  deal  the  twentieth. 
Windy  the  fourteenth,  feventeenth,  eigh¬ 
teenth,  and  nineteenth ;  elfe  cloudy,  and 
fome  little  fogs :  not  long  fair.  The 
principal  wind  S.  W. 

The  autumn  in  general  was  healthy, 
and  the  fevers  not  generally  malignant, 
but  rather  flight  and  favourable  5  and 
during  the  three  months,  the  inflammatory 
fevers  to  thofe  of  the  putrid  kind,  was 
near  double  or  treble  of  the  firfl:  to  the 
laft;  and  the  putrid  fort  generally  termi¬ 
nated  in  nine  or  fifteen  days,  and  feveral 
\ 
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of  thefe  had  diarrhoeas  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  fever. 

The  meazles  were  frequent,  and  often 
of  a  bad  kind  during  the  three  months: 
and  the  chin-cough  was  frequent  in  Sep¬ 
tember  and  November. 

A  hidden  onfet  of  cold  towards  the  end 
of  September  introduced  epidemic  colds, 
which,  befide  fome  fore  throats,  prevailed 
both  in  town  and  country,  and  continued 
through  06lober. 

Befides  the  meazles,  there  were  alfo 

m 

pretty  frequent  in  Oftober  and  November 
certain  eruptive  fevers  among  children, 

I  ' 

and  attended  with  the  like  cough  and  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  breathing  as  the  meazles,  which 
did  not  feem  to  require  a  dilferent  method 
of  cure;  and  November  exhibited  fome 
fcarlet  fevers. 

» 

WINTER,  1758,  1759, 

December.  A  froft  and  fome  fnow 
from  the  fifth  to  the  feventh.  Windy  from 
the  eighth  to  the  fixteenth :  elfe  for  the 
moft  part  rainy  j  and  gluts  of  rain  the  ek- 

P  2  venth. 
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venth,  feventeenth,  twentieth,  and  twenty- 
ty-fixthat  nights.  The  principal  windS.  W, 

January.  Very  windy  to  the  feventeenth, 
and  fhowers  interfperfed,  and  fometimes 
blew  a  ftorm,  particularly  the  feventh, 
ninth,  and  thirteenth,  and  commonly  blew 
chiefly  in  the  evenings  and  nights :  a  warm 
month  like  fpring;  fome  fogs  after  the 
ftormy  weather,  but  without  frofl:.  The 
principal  winds  S.  W.  and  W. 

February.  A  fine  dry  month  for  the 
moll:  part,  and  a  good  deal  of  it  like 
fummer:  windy  the  fifth.  A  little  frofl: 
about  the  fixteenth,  feventeenth,  and 
eighteenth.  The  twenty-fifth  and  twenty^ 
fixtli  much  rain,  with  wind  S.E.  The 
principal  winds  S.  W.  and  S.E.  * 

SUMMARY. 

Spring  cold  and- dry. 

Summer  rainy  for  the  moft  part. 

Autumn  moftly  dry  and  fair. 

Winter  mild. 

•  » 

The  difeafes  in  December  and  January 
_were  chiefly  of  the  inflammatory  kind ;  as 

fevers. 
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fevers,  attended  with  violent  coughs,  pleii- 
rifies,  pains  of  the  breaft,  and  fome  h^- 
moptoes.  The  few  fevers  that  occurred 
to  my  obfervation,  in  December,  were 
flight  and  favourable,  in  two  of  which  the 
crifis  fell  on  the  fifth  and  feventh  days, 
being  by  fweat;  in  a  third,  being  by  a 
diarrhoea,  it  was  protracted  to  the  four¬ 
teenth,  The  meazles  did  not  wholly  dif- 
appear  in  Decembers  and  fome  children  of 
weakly  conftitutions  fufFered  much  by  them, 
their  lungs  and  bowels  being  left  in  a  vi¬ 
tiated  flrate. 

In  January,  befides  the  meazles,  the 
fcarlet  fever,  which  had  infefted  the  au¬ 
tumn,  flill  continued. 

February  was  remarkable  for  great 
health  as  well  as  fine  weather :  in  the  In¬ 
firmary  the  difeafes  which  prevailed  mod 
were  flill  of  the  inflammatory  kind  s  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  nionth  fome  agues 
appeared. 

P  S  A 


I 
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A 

SUMMARY  REVIEW 

O  F  T  H  E 

Diseases  above-mentioned,  during  a  Series  of 
above  Thirty  Years,  chiefly  with  regard 
to  the  Seasons  in  which  they  prevailed. 

ift.TNflammatory  difeafes  in  general  are 
A  mentioned  in  the  fpring  of  tlxe  y  e^rs 

1723,  41,  43,  47>  57- 
In  winter  1739,  57. 

Hence,  and  from  the  fubfequent  obfer- 
vations  on  inflammations  of  particular 
parts,  arifes  a  confirmation  of  what  has 
been  advanced  by  others,  that  the  fpring 
feafon  promotes  fuch  difeafes,  and  of  the 
crifping,  coagulating  quality  of  the  N. 
and  E,  winds 'prevailing  in  that  feafon. 

adly.  Tumours  of  the  face,  jaws,  paro¬ 
tids,  and  fore  eyes,  occur. 

In  fpring  1739,  40,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47, 

51.  53.  S7.‘ 


I 
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In  fummer  1745',  48  (June  and  July 
i7j:6  wet). 

In  autumn  1737,  39. 

In  winter  1737,  Si.  SS>  56. 

Cor.  Thefe  diforders  abound  moft  in 
Ipring,  next  in  winter,  lead  in  fummer 
^nd  autumn,  when  the  perlpiration  is 
freer. 

3dly.  Pleurifies  occur. 

In  fpring  1727,  40,  44,  47,  48, 

57>  58- 

V  In  fummer  1748,  58. 

In  autumn  1749,  58. 

'  In  winter  1739,  46,  57,  58. 

4thly.  Peripneumonies  occur. 

In  fpring  1732,  40,  44,  47,  58. 

In  fummer  1 758,  upon  a  fudden  onfet 
of  cold. 

In  autumn  00. 

In  winter  1739,  58. 

Cor.  Pleurifies  and  peripneumonies  are 
much  more  frequent  in  fpring  than  in  any 
other  feafon,  and  next  in  winter. 

5thly.  Sore  throats  occur. 

P  4  In 
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In  fpring,  I733,'  SS>  40j  43’  44>  45» 

'S2,  53-  ' 

In  fummer  1 73^  cold  and  ,weti  ■  4,3'  alfo 
wet,  and  38  wet  , ,  -  •  ' 

In  autumn  i  738,'  48,  38.  ,,  r 
.  In  winter  1737}  39,  43,  46,  51,  37. 

Cor.  Sore,  throats  are  moft  fr.equent  in 
fpring,  next  in  winter,  in  fummer  feeni 
promoted  by  wet  and  cold  weather  then 
happening.  ^  , 

6thly.  Coughs  occur.  .  ,  , 

In  fpring  1732,  34,  45,  47,  48,  49, 

52>  53>  54>  55>  57’  5^-  ■■  ■ 

In  fummer  1745,  4  wet  one;  50,  in 

Auguft  cold,  .winter-like  }  53,  June  wet 

and  cold.  56,  June  and  July  very  wet.gnd 

cold  ;  58,  rainy.  , 

In  autumn  1746,  49,  51,  52,  53,  54; 

55*  .  ’  "•> 

In  winter  1739,  45,  46,  48,  49,  50,’ 

5'2’  53>  54.  55>  56’ 5-7’ 58-  . 

I .  Coughs  occur  in  fpring  as  n^uch  as  ixi 

.winter,  and  particularly,  in  May,  frotti 
ihe  nature  of  the  prevailing  winds  and 

*  0 

} 

p- 
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weather  peculiar  to  the  feafon  elfewhere 
defcribed,  which  may  furnifh  ufeful 
precaution  to  the  confumptively  dif- 
pofed. 

2.  Coughs,  properly  a  winter  and  fpring 
dileafe,  infeft  thf  fummers  alfo  when 
eold  and  wet. 

To  this  I  fliall  annex,  by  way  of  con¬ 
firmation,  the  accounts  of  colds  or  ca- 
tarrhsp  which  in  the  foregoing  hiftory 

In  fpring  1736,  39,  41,  42,  43,  44,  47, 

49>  5°>  53>  55^  56.  5'7>  5'8,- 

In  fummer  48,  53,  56  (of  thefe  three 

two  were  wet.) 

In  autumn  1729,  38,  39, 47,  50, 51,  53, 

55>  58. 

In  winter  1736,  37,  39,  43,  44,  47,  54, 

--5^- 

Here,  the  fpring  is  confiderably  more 
prpdu6live  of  colds  and  catarrhs  than  win¬ 
ter  ;  and  the  autumn  as  much  as  winter, 
from  the  fudden  changes  to  cold  then  fre- 
^rjuently  happening. 

*  '  ‘  ‘  ‘  ■  A  1 

And 
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And  the  -  epidemic  far-fpreading  ca* 
tan’hs  and  catarrhal  fevers,  noticed  in  the 
above  hillory,  made  their  appearance  chief¬ 
ly  in  autumn  and  winter,  particularly 
that  in  November  1729,  common  to  us 
and  England  at  the  fame  time,  attended 
with  a  flight  fever ;  another  in  winter 
1736,  which  was  alfo  common  to  us 
and  England  at  the  fame  time ;  and  that 
in  autumn  175B,  and  the  catarrhal  feveiMii 
winter  1732;  that  in  Oftober  1737,  ahJ^^' 
third  of  the  fame  kind  called  the  influenza 
in  fpring  1743  :  but  it  is  obfervable,  that  in 
this  lafl:  leafon,  it  was  the  mofl:  favourable, 
or  leaft  mortal.  See  the  obfervations  in 

ms- 

ythly.  Confumptions  occur. 

In  fpring  1750,  51,  53,  54,  55,  56, 

57- 

In  fummer  and  autumn  oo. 

In  winter  1753,  56,  viz.  more  in  fpring 
thair  in  any  other  feafon. 

Sthly.  Intermitting  fevers  occur. 

In  fpring  1725,  28,  29,  30,  32,  33, 

34. 


/ 
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34.  35.  36.  33.  39»  44>  45>  48,  49*  5°> 

52.  53.  54.  57- 

In  fummer  1728;  33,  partly  wet ;  34, 

35*  wet  feafons;  36,  hot;  38,  cold  and 

wet ;  45,  49,  both  wet ;  50,  June  and  Au- 

cold  and  winterr-like, 

1751,  A  wet  fummer  ;  58,  rainy. 

In  autumn  1732,  33,  36. 

Jn  winter  1732,  34,  49,  50/57,  58,. 

Gor.  Intermitting  fevers  are  properly 

a  fpring-^difeafe,  but  fometimes,  efpecially 

in  moift  and  cold  feafons,  become  a  fum- 
*  * 

mer  one,  as  is  before  obferved  of  coughs  ; 
-elfe  much  more  rare  in  any  other 
feafon  than  in  fpring,  the  feafon  of  the 
N.  andE.  winds,  which  I  apprehend  may 
deferve  to  be  confidered. 

9thly.  The  putrid,  petechial,  and  lovr 
nervous  fever  occurred. 

In  fpring.1729,  40,  41,  50,  57,  58. 

In  fummer  1725,  and  not  mortal; 
29,32;  fporadic,  July  35.;  36,  40,  41  ; 
45,  all  the  year  fporadically,  and  in  an 
jOtherwife  healthy  feafon,  and  wet  fummer ; 
>^7,  hot  and  dry ;  Auguft  51,  in  an  other- 

I  wife 
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wife  Healthy  feafon,  but  a  wet  fummer  ; 
55,  wet  and  cold  ;  57,  cloudy  and  wet  j 
July  58,  rainy. 

Autumn  1 725,  not  mortal ;  29,32,33, 
34,  40,  54,  55.  56,  alfo  healthy  ;  57,  58. 

Winter  1728,  34;  35, mortal;  37;  46, 
moR  mortal  in  winter  ; '  48,  54,  fporadxc  ; 

55^  57- 

Gor.  The  low  and  putrid  fever  is  very 
frequent  with  us,  and  fcems  to  be  proper  to 

r  ■ 

our  climate  ;  for  in  the  compafs  of  thefe 
obfervations,  few  years,  perhaps  none,  were 
wholly  exempt  from  it:  it  has  been 
obfen/xd  to  attend  in  feafons  otherwife 
healthy,  and  in  all  feafons  of  the  year, 
tliough  leaft  in  fpring ;  and  where  it  has 
been  truly  petechial,  it  has  fometimes 
proved  benign,  not  malignant,  though 
too  often  otherwife  ;  and  the  obfervations 
of  our  late  Englifli  writers,  that  this  fever 
attends  moftly  in  or  after  moift  feafons, 
feem  to  hold  here  alfo. 

As  a  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the 
above  obfervations,  I  (hall  here  fubjoin 
an  eftimate,  at  a  medium,  of  the  numbers 

dying 
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dying  in  each  quarter  refpeftively  of  fome 
of  the  moft  remarkable  of  the  difeafes 

f 

above  fpecified,  made  by  an  eminent  phyfi- 
cian,  the  late  Dr.  Bryan  Robinfon,  for 
near  the  fpace  of.  forty  years  preceding 

t 

the  commencement  of  my  obfervations, 
and  which  may  ferve  as  a  reciprocal  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  truth  of  each. 

t 

1.  The  greateft  number  of  deaths  from 
fever  was  in  the  winter-quarter,  and  next 
in  fummerjinthe  firft,  eighteen  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  eighty  ;  in  the  laft,  as 
feventeen  thoufand  five  hundred  twenty- 
three,  though  the  fumraer  number  was  alfo 
greater  than  that  of  fpring  or  fall 

2.  Of  intermitting  fevers,  the  far  great¬ 
er  number  died  in  the  fpring-quarter. 

3.  Of  the  pleurify,  the  greateft  number 
in  the  fpring-quarter,  and  next  in  the  win¬ 
ter-quarter. 

‘‘  4.  Of  the  fmall-pox,  the  greateft 
number  died  in  the  fummer  and  autumrial 
quarter. 

*  During  a  feries  of  twenty-eight  years  fucceedingjal-  , 

fo  the  greateft  number  of  deaths  from  fever,  was  in  the 
winter-quarter,  though  the  leaft  in  fummer. 

Of 
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5.  the  confufLptlon,  the  greatefl: 
number  in  winter,  next  in  fpring/' 

I  fhall  next,  from  the  diaries  I  kept, 
give  the  time  of  the  crifis  or  termination 
of  fevers,  whether  putrid,  inflammatory,  or 
mixed,  as  far  as  noted  down  in  the  prece¬ 
ding  hiftory,  collefted  in  a  great  meafure 
from  obfervations  on  the  poor,  where  few 
medicines  were  ufed,  and  fo  nature  was 
leaft:  difguifed. 

1.  The  days  on  which  the  putrid  and 

/ 

low  fevers  in  the  preceding  hiftory  ter¬ 
minated  were,  as  in  the  two  following 
tables. 


Table  L 


Days  of  the 
termination  of 
the  putrid  and 
low  fevers. 

5 

6 

7 

9 

1C 

11 

16 

»9 

20 

z. 

22 

23 

H 

28 

42 

of  patients 

1 

2 

I 

2 

3 

4 

2 

2 

2 

7 

I 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  moft  frequent 
period  of  the  putrid  low  fever  was  nearly 
three  weeks,  or  a  day  or  two  over  or 
underthe  twenty-  firft  day. 

-  Table 
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Table  II. 


Days  of  the 

I 

termination 

■)f  the  in- 

'iammatorv 

ind  mixed 

Fevers. 

of  pati- 
nts. 

I 

7 


8 


4 


13 


H 


*5 


17 


20 


21 


23 


I 


Hence  it  appears  that  the  fifth,  feventh, 
and  fourteenth  days  nearly,  were  the  moft 

frequent  periods  of  the  inflammatory  and 
mixed  fevers. 

See  a  farther  illufliration  of  this  matter 
in  the  fubiequent  review  of  the  following 
feven  years. 

To  thefe  two  tables,  drawn  from  ob- 
fervation  in  Dublin,  it  may  not  be  im- 
piopei  to  add  a  third,  expreffing  alfo  the 
number  of  the  patients,  and  the  feveral 
days  that  proved  critical,  either  in  their 
recovery  or  death,  from  Hippocrates’s 
Epidemics,  in  which  appears  a  far  greater 
ininity  between  their  fevers  and  ours  vvith 
.efpect  to  the  term  of  the  duration  of 
:ach  than  might;  be  imagined  3  and  at 
.he  fame  time  by  this  account  compared 

with 


I 
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'  with  the  modern  accounts  given  of  the  pe¬ 
riods  of  their  fevers  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
Egypt,  and  in  the  warmer  countries  in 
America,  that  in  thefe  hotter  countries 
their  fevers  are  more  rapid,  and  finilh. 
their  cdurfe  much  fooner  than  thofe  de- 
fcribed  by  Galen  and  Hippocrates';  where¬ 
as  ours,  in  a  cooler  climate,  are  lefs  violent, 
flower,  and  of  longer  duration  than 
either. 

Of  thofe  in  the  epidemics,  the  following 

is  a  fketch : 

/ 

In  2  days  In  80  days  In  8  days  In  4®  days 

2,  2,  3» 

In  3  days  In  4  days  In  17  days  In  9  dayi 

7>  h  7’ 

In  II  days  In  6  days  In  5  days  In  14  days 
II,  12,  14, 

In  20,  21,  and  23  days  ,  In  7  days 

20,  28. 

So  that  in  thofe  epidemics  the  greateft 
number  finifhed  their  courfe  in  feven  days, 
the  next  in  three  weeks  nearly,  the  next 
in  fourteen  days,  &c. 

C  O  R  O  L- 


/ 
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COROLLARIES. 

1,  Notwithftanding  the  variablenefs  of 
our  climate,  not  admitting  of  fuch  ftated  ' 
periods  in  the  return  of  difeafes  as  in  the 
warmer  countries,  where  their  winds  and 
weather  are  in  a  great  meafure  fixed  and 
regular ;  yet,  even  here,  we  plainly  trace 
fomething  of  a  periodical  revolution,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  above  fummary  review  of 
the  feafons  of  the  year  proper  to  inflam¬ 
mations  of  the  face  and  jaws,'  anginas^ 
pleurifies,  peripnumonies,  coughs,  and  ca¬ 
tarrhs. 

2.  The  time  of  the  crifis  of  fevers,  whe¬ 
ther  putrid  or  inflammatory,  is  very  un¬ 
certain  and  various  5  and  yet  the  feventh 
and  fourteenth  days,  or  nearly  fo,  appear 
to  be  the  days  in  .which  the  greatefl:  num¬ 
ber  of  our  inflammatory  fevers  terminate, 

'  as  the  twenty-firfl:  is  nearly  that,  in  which 
^  the  low  and  putrid  fevers  end,  as  in  Hy- 
pocrates’s  Epidemics  j  and  it  is  worthy  of 
obfervation,  that  this  is  the  longefl:  term 

Q  which 
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which  Hypocrates  afligns  to  difeafes  pro¬ 
perly  denominated  acute  And  I  have 
frequently  obferved  where  they  have  ended 
much  Iboner,  v.  g.  in  five  days,  the  pa¬ 
tients  have  been  liable  to  relapfes,  as 
though  the  depuration  were  not  ordi¬ 
narily  completed  in  fo  fhort  a  time. 

To  this  account  agrees  Fernelius’s  ob- 
fervation  in  France :  “  Continuam  fe- 
brem  fecunda,  aut  (quod  tardillimum  eft) 
tertia  hebdomada  decretorie  folvit.  Si 
,qua  continua  febris  fupra  2ium.  diem  ex- 
porrigatur,  hanc  tu  fymptomaticam  cen- 
feto,  atque  earn  vel  interiore  phlegmone 
-aut  abfceffu,  vel  ex  putredine  vifceri  ali- 
cui  impa<5la  profeftam.” 

3.  The  putrid  and  low  fevers  are  flower 
in  their  progrefs,  and  of  longer  duration, 
than  the  inflammatory.  Of  the  firft  the 
inftances  of  a  termination  In  five  or  fix 
days  are  rare,  of  the  laft  very  frequent : 
the  firft  very  frequently  ran  out  to  three 
weeks,  the  laft  rarely  :  the  firft  have  con- 
♦  Le  Clerc  Hiftoire  de  la  Medccine.  • 

tinned 


N 
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tinued  fix  weeks,  the  laft  never  in  the 
above  hiftory. 

But  to  proceed  : 

lothly.  Diarrhoeas  occurred. 

In'fpring  go. 

In  fummer  1731. 

In  autumn  i73i>3  3>3i'>  36,  5*6^ 

In  winter  1733. 

i  ithly.  Dyfenteries  occurred. 

•  » 

In  fpring  41,  49,  J7.  ■■  ■ 

In  fummer  1737,  40,  57,  5%. 

In  autumn  1733,  36,  37,  39,  40, 

52,  54. 

In  winter  I7  33>  44>  54,  5  8. 

I  2thly.  The  cholera  morbus  occurred. 
In  Ipring  00. 

In  fummer,  July  1T2.6,  June  and  Au- 
guft  57,  Auguft^S. 

In  Autumn,  September,  and  Oftober, 
1736,  50. 

1  3thly.  Of  the  fmall-pox. 

The  chief  thing  that  feems  worthy  of 
notice  is,  that  befides  their  raging  in  hot 
weather,  Huxham’s  obfervation  is  con- 

3  firmed. 
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firmed,  that,  as  in  the  petechial  and  pu¬ 
trid  fevers,  they  frequently  prove  of  a  bad 
kind  in  and  after  wet  feafons,  as  in  the 
fummer  of  I  7  3 8,  of  45,  52,  and  Au- 
guft  58. 

In  order  to  a  further  illuftration  of  this 
matter,  I  fliall  now  fum  up  from  a  fynop- 
tic  table  which  I  drew  from  the  prece¬ 
ding  hiftory  of  the  feafons  and  difeafes, 
the  refpeclive  numbers  of  the  times  in  the 


feveral  feafons,  in  which  fome  of  the  moft 
notable  of  our  prevailing  difeafes  were  ob- 
ferved,  which,  as  far  as  the  evidence  afFor>- 


ded  by  thofe  obferyations  made  in  Dublin 
for  thirty-fix  years,  viz.  from  1725  to 
1761  inclufive,  can  be  allowed,  may  fur- 


nith  fome  conclufions  of  ufe  and  impor¬ 
tance;  conclufions  drawn  not  bv  idle  and 
random  gueffes,  but  by  fair  indu6lion 
from  fads,  minuted  down,  and  faithfully 
related,  with  a  foie  view  to  the  difeovery 
of  truth* 


We  find  then  in  the  foregoing  hiftory, 
and  the  continuation  of  it  to  the  year 


1761  inclufive, 
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I  ft.  That  agues  or  intermittent  fevers 
were  obferved,  , 

In  fpring  19"! 

Summer  4 1  . 

Autumn  i 
Winter  c 

2dly.  Coughs,  'colds,  "and  catarrhs 
were  obferved, 

In  fpring  24" 


y  times. 


y  times. 


Summer  6 
Autumn  i  i 
Winter  1 8 
Chin-coughs  were  obferved, 
In  fpring  3 
Summer  i 
Autumn  2 
Winter  i 


I*  times. 


3dly.  Tumors,  inflammations,  and  ex¬ 
coriations,  afFcfting  the  face,  eyes,  ears,  . 
mouth,  and  jaws,  were  obferyed. 

In  fpring  i  i  "j 
Summer  o  o  1 
Autumn  2  f 
Winter  Sj 

Q  3 


times; 


From 
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From  all  which,  it  abundantly  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  fpring-feafon,  more  than 
any  other,  is  attended  by  coughs  and  de¬ 
fluxions,  even  more  than  the  winter  5  and 
undoubtedly  the  N.  and  E,  winds,  ufual- 
ly  then  predominant,  have  a  principal  lhare 
in  this. 

It  alfo  appears  that  intermittent  fevers 
are  a  true  vernal  difeafe,  even  according  to 
the  poet, 

Each  feafon  doth  its  poifon  bring, 
kheums  chill  the  winter,  agues  JbJaft  the  fpring. 

But  this  wants  a  comment ;  for,  alTur- 
ediy,  according  to  what  has  been  obferved 
in  Dublin  during  the  period  above-men¬ 
tioned,  the  fpring  Is  confiderably  more 
produftivc  of  defluxions  than  the  winter  ; 
and  therefore  the  firfl:  comes  rather  ntgro 
carhone  notanda  to  invalids  than  winter* 
whole  blaflis  are  generally  tempered  from 

the  w^eft  and  fouth. 

\  • 

Agreeable  to  this  are  the  following  ob- 
fervations  concerning  fore  throats,  pleu- 

rifiesj 


I 
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>'tlmes. 


>•  times. 


rifles,  and  the  meazles,  from  which,  the 
cough  is  infeparable,  viz. 

4thly.  Sore  throats  and  quinfies  in  the 
above  fynopfis  were  obferved. 

In  fpring  7 
Summer  4 
Autumn  i 
Winter  5 

5thly.  Pleurifies  and  peripneumonies. 

In  fpring  8" 

Summer  i 
Autumn  I 
Winter  s 
<5thly.  The  meazles, 

In  fpring  4' 

Summer  00 
Autumn  2 
Winter  i 

7thly.  Fevers  inflammatory, 

In  fpring  s'* 

Summer  i  ' 

Autumn  i  j 
Winter  3J 

Q.  4  8thly, 


)>  times, 


>  times. 
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Sthly.  Fevers  low,  nervous,  putrid, 
petechial,  and  miliary,' 

In  fpring  5' 

Summer  8  . 

>  times, 

-Autumn  12 
Winter  g 

pthiy*  Diarrhoeas  occur^ 

In  fpring  i 

Summer  oo  . 

^  y  times. 

Autumn  9 

Winter 

Cor.  The  diarrhoea  is  plainly  'an 
tumnal  difeafe.  '  , 

i  othly .  Dy fenteries^ 

In  ..fpring  2^ 

Summer  c  . 

^  J>  times. 

Autumn  10  | 

Winter  4j 

\ 

Cor.  The  dyfentery  is  alfo  an  a^" 
.tumnal  difeafe. 

j  i,th.  The  cholera  morbus  is  noted. 


i 
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In  fpring  00^. 

Summer  2 1  . 

'  ^  y  times. 

Autumn  3 

Winter  00 

j 

And  to  conclude,  I  ftiall  here  fubjoin  a 
comparifon  of  the  epidemic  difeafes  of 
Dublin  and  Paris  with  regard  to  the  fea- 
fons,  from  obfervations  publifhed  in  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy,  from  the 
year  1746  to  1752;  from  whence  it 
will  appear,  that  notwithftanding  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  the  climate  in  both  places, 
there  is  a  greater  fimilarity  In  the  prevail¬ 
ing  difeafes,  and  a  more  conftant  con¬ 
nexion  between  thefe  and  the  feafons, 
than  might  be  imagined  :  for  it  appears, 
from  a  like  fummary  review  of  the 
obfervations  mentioned  made  in  Paris, 

1.  That pleurifies,  peripneumonies, and 
inflammations  of  the  breaft,  occur  moft  in 
winter  and  fpring,  not  in  fummer,  more 
jarely  in  autumn. 

2.  Catarrhs,  colds,  and  coughs,  occur  in 

■both  places  in  all  feafons,  but  leail  in  fum- 
I  mer ; 


\ 


234  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  O  F 

mer  j  though  even  In  this  feafon,  when  It 
proves  very  moift,  a  fudden  change  to  cold 
'  commonly  introduces  them  :  and  in  the 
French  regiftry  they  are  much  more  pre¬ 
valent  in  moift,  than  in  dry  feafons;  the 
'  watry  vapours  in  moift  fogs,  and  other- 
wife,  being  more  plentifully  imbibed  by 
the  venae  bibulae,  difperfed  over  the  exter- 
nal  and  internal  furfaceof  the  body. 

3.  The  Parifian  and  Dublin  regiftries 
agree  in  making  intermittent  fevers  to  be  a 
fpring-difeafe  ;  for  at  Paris,,  as  well  as 
here,  they  are  comparatively  rare  in  winter, 
but  become  frequent  through  the  fpring- 
months.  In  Paris  alfo  they  are  rare  in 
fummer  until  Auguft,  and  continue  fre¬ 
quent  through  autumn  j  and  it  is  obfer- 
vable,  that  their  intermittents  were  much 
more  frequently  attended  with  fair  and  dry 
weather  than  with  excellive  moifture. 

4.  Putrid  or  malignant  fevers  occur  in 
moft  months  of  the  year  in  the  French  re^ 
giftry,  as  well  as  ours;  but  it  is  obferv- 
able,  that  the  fevers  that  pafs  under  this 

de- 
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denomination  in  theirs,  occur  more  in  dry 
than  in  moift  weather* 

j*.  Their  catarrhous  fevers  were  moftly 
attended  with  moifture. 

6.  Dyfenterles  in  the  French  regiftry 
fcarce  appear  in  fpring  or  fummer  5  ^but 
infeft  chiefly  the  autumnal  months,  or  at 
kaft  from  x^ugufl  to '  November  inclu- 
five :  and  moreover  it  is  obfervable  in  the 
French  regiftry,  as  well  as  by  fomelate  ob- 
fervations  in  Dublin,  that  this  difeafe  is 
much  more  frequently  accompanied  by 
hot  and  dry  than  moift  weather  j  a  pro¬ 
bable  argument  that  it  is  not  fo  much 
owing  to  a  ftoppage  of  perfpiration  as  to 
inflammation  and  an  exaltation  of  the 
juices  to  a  more  acrid  ftate  in  hot  and  dry 
weather,  although  the  autumnal  feafon 
advancing,  and  attended  with  a  decreafe  in 

I 

the  perfpiration,  muft  undoubtedly  deter¬ 
mine  the  humours  more  to  the  bowels : 
and  to  this  the  two  following  obfervations 
feems  to  agree,  viz. 

7.  Diarrhoeas  prevail  chiefly  in  the  au¬ 
tumnal  months  in  both  regiftries,  from 

Auguft 
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Auguft  to  November  ihclufive^  are  lefs 
frequent  in  winter;  rare  in  fpring  and 
fummer,  as  is  obferved  above  concern- 
,  ing  dyfenteries,  diarrhoeas ;  alfo  in  the 
French  regiftry  are  much  more  frequently 
attended  with  hot  and  dry  weather  than 
an  excefs  of  rnoifture. 

8.  In  the  French  regiftry  fcarce  any 
inftance  occurs  of  an  epidemic  cholic  in 
winter  or  fpring,  but  in  fummer  arid  the 
beginning  of  autumn  ;  chiefly  in  Auguft 
and  September,  in  hot  and  dry  weather. 

Thefe  laft  obfervations  agree  with  thofe 
made  in  a  different  climate,  even  thofe  of 
the  divine  old  man  in  his  books  de  Morbis 
Epidemicis,  viz,  Cholericae  afFe6liones 
magis  seftate  fiunt :  aeftate  &  autumno 
lienteriie,  dyfenterise,  tenefmi  &  alvi 
profluvia.” 
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N.  B.  The  reader  Is  defired  to  remember 
in  making  any  comparifons  between  the 
obfervations  before  and  iince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  New  Stile,  which  was 
introduced  with  the  year  1752,  that  each 
month  fince  this  year  takes  in  eleven  days 
of  the  fubfequent  month,  according  to 
the  Old  Stile,  obtaining  before  the  year 
1752. 
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DISEASES  in  DUBLIN,  for  Seven 
Years,  continued. 

SPRING,  1759. 

IN  March  the  weather  was 
variable  as  ufual ;  the  prin- 
^^pal  winds  W.  and  N.  W. 


April  was  moftly  fair  and 
dry,  ending  ferene  and  cold-. 

The  principal  winds  N..W,  and 
fome  point  of  the  E.  as  E.  and 

N.  E. 

May 


Winds.  Mardh, 

N.  2 


E.  •  . 

S,E. 

N.. 

S.  W. 
N.  W. 
W. 


2 

2 

3 

3 

12 

12 


April. 

S.E. 

N. 

E. 

N.E. 

N.W. 

S, 

S.W. 

vv. 


5 

3 

7 

S 

10 

I 

I 

5 
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May. 
S.  E. 

N. 

N.E. 

w.  * 

N.W. 

s.w. 


4 

5 

9 

6 


May  was  for  the  mofl:  part 
fair  and  dry  :  frequently  fharp 
in  the  mornings  and  evenings, 
and  fome  frofts  :  near  the  end 
hot,  -concluded  very  cold.  The 
principal  winds  N.  E.  N.  W. 
and  S.  W. 


The  chief  difeafes  in  the  fpring  months 
were  colds  and  catarrhs  in  divers  fhapes, 
coughs,  and  afthmas^  and  feveral  'tabid 
perfons  were  carried  off  in  April. 

In  May,  among  other  diforders  of  the 
breaft,  there  were  fome  pleurifies;  in  one 
of  which  was  an  imperfect  crifis  by  fweat 
the  fifth  or  fixth  day.  - 

At  the  king’s  infirmary,  inflammatory 
fevers  during  thefe  fpring-months  to  the 
flow  putrid  kind,  'were  nearly  as  fifty  of 
the  firfl:  to  ten  of  the  lafl:. 


SUMMER. 


June. 

N.W. 

S.W. 


10 

8 


Excepting  the  firfl  half  of 
June,  the  three  fummer  months 


were 
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were  generally  fair,  dry,  and 
warm,  and  fometimes  very  hot  j 
fo  that  it  was  one  of  the  warm- 

t 

eft  and  drieft  fummers,  the 
thermometer  half  a  degree 
higher  than  in  1757,  which 
was  a  remarkably  hot  fummer. 

In  June  the  principal  winds 
were  N.  W,  and  S.  W. 


W. 

s. 

S.  E. 

N. 

E. 


In  July  N.  W.  and  S.  E. 


In  Auguft  W.  S.  W.  and 

N.  W. 


July. 


NT.  W. 

ir 

S.E. 

II 

s.  w. 

8 

w. 

5 

N. 

2 

S.  . 

I 

£. 

X 

Auguft 

' 

W. 

12 

s.w. 

10 

N,  W. 

8 

E. 

5 

S.  E. 

3 

N.  E. 

3 

In  June  fome  dyfenteries  began  to  make 
thtir  appearance,  and  in  July  they  became 
much  more  frequent,  efpecially  among 

R  young 


HISTORY  OF 


242 

young  children,  as  alfo  other  diforders  of 
the  ftomach  and  bowels ;  and  in  Auguft 
dyfenteries  proceeded  to  fpread  among  both 
young  and  old,  which  for  the  moft  part 
proved  traftable,  though  in  fome  few 

fatal,  probably  through  want  of  proper 

/ 

advice. 

Several  fevere  colds  attended  in  July, 
and  fonie  in  Auguft. 

In  the  king’s  infirmary  in  the  three 
fummer-months,  were  about  thitry-eight 
of  the  inflammatory  fevers  to  fix  putrid. 

Of  the  acute  fevers  that  t)ccurred  during 
thefe  three  fummer-months,  the'  greater 
part  terminated  the  feventh  day  by  a  cri¬ 
tical  fweat,  fome  the  eighth,  one  the  ninth 
day,  one  the  fixth  day  with  falivation,  one 
the  fourth  day  with  fuppurating  puftules 
^on  the  lips. 

It  is  worthy  remark,  that  as  this  fummer, 
like  thofe  of  1740,  1741,  had  been  one 
of  the  warmeft  and  drieft,  fo  it  was  like- 
wife  fertile  in  dyfenteries:  but  there  was 
this  difference  in  the  two  feafons*,  that  the 

prefent 
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prefent  was  a  very  plentiful  one,  abound¬ 
ing  with  wholefome  provifionsj  whereas, 
in  the  other,  provifions,  were  very  fcarce 
vand  bad,  which  no  doubt  muft  have  in- 
creafed  the  malignity  of  the  difeafe. 


AUTUMN. 

September. 

W. 

S.  E., 

E. 

N.  W. 

s.  w. 

s. 

N. 

N.E. 


October  was  partly  fair,  and 
fometimes  hot,  like'fummer^ 
elfe  variable,  with  fome  gluts  of 
rain.  The  principal  winds  W. 
and  S.W. 


OiStober. 

W.  I 
s.  W.  I 
S.  E. 

N.  W. 
N.E. 

S. 

N. 


September  was  generally  fair, 
with  excellent  harveft-weather. 
The  principal  winds  W.  S.  E. 
and  E. 


November  was  moderate  and 
mild,  alternately  gloomy  and 
fair,  with  fome  frofts.  The 
principal  wind  W. 


R  2 


November. 

W.  II 

N.  W,  7 

S.E.  '  5 

S.  ■  3 

S.W.  3 

N.  3 

N.E.  2 

In 


) 
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In  September  a  few  inflammatory  and 
pleuritic  fevers  appeared :  the  fymptoms 
were  generally  mild,  and  feveral  of  them 
terminated  happily  by  a  critical  fweat 
within  the’  feventh  day.  The  dyfentery 
was  the  prevailing  difeafe,  not  only  of 
this  month,  but  of  the  whole  quarter; 
and  diarrhoeas  were  not  unfrequent : 
divers  feverifli  and  other  diforders  were 
obferved  to  attack  the  bowels; 

Diarrhoeas  and  dyfenteries  continued 
through  the  months  of  Odlober  and  No^ 
vember;  and  the  laft  named  difeafe  at¬ 
tacked  fome  of  all  ages. 

WINTER,  1759,  1760. 

December  was  in  general 
cloudy  and  gloomy  :  a  few  fair 
days,  fome  frofls,  but  more 
moift  fogs.  The  twenty-fifth  at 
night  a  ilorm.  The  principal 
winds  S.  E.  and  N.  E, 


December. 

W.  4 

N.W.  3 

N.  I 

N.  E.  6 

E.  4 

S.E.  9 

S.  I 

S.w.  3 


In 
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In  January  were  frequent 
rains,  feme  floods,  fleet,  and. 

f 

fnow.  The  principal  winds 
S.  W.  W.  S.E.  andN.  E. 


February  was  extremely  va¬ 
riable,  frequent  «and  plentiful 
rains  and  floods ;  feme  frofts 
and  fogs  j  a  great  fall  of  fnow 
the  fifteenth  v  feveral  fair  days  5 
often  windy ;  it  ended  fair, 
calm,  and  mild.  The  principal 
winds  W.  S.  W.  and  N.W. 


January. 

W. 

N.  W.  ' 

S.  E. 

N.E. 

E. 

S. 

s.  w. 

February. 

W. 

5.  W. 

6. W. 

S.  E. 

N.E. 


5 

4 

5 
5 
5 

I 

7 


10 

9 

I 

10 

4 


The  dyfentery,  which  infefted  the  au- 

turnn,  was  evidently  on  the  decline,  and 

/ 

eafily  curable.  The  reigning  difeafes 
during  the  three  v/inter-months  were 
coughs,  catarrhs,  diforders  of  the  cheft, 
and  fome  rheumatifms. 

No  great  number  of  acute  fevers  oc¬ 
curred,  and  thofe  moftly  benign:  among 
which,  one  pleuritic,  who  was  bled  and  re- 

R  3  covered 
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covered  by  a  critical  fweat  the  fixth  day, 
one  peripneumonic,  who  with  fome  diffi¬ 
culty  recovered  the  feventeenth  day;  and  * 
three"  other  acute  fevers  terminated  by  a 
critical  fweat  the  eighth ;  in  one  of  which 
three  there  was  a  relapfe,  but  a  fecond 
fweat  perfedled  the  crifis. 

Yearly  bill  of  burials  in  Dublin  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-two. 

SUMMARY. 

The  fpring  moftly  fair  and  dry. 

The  fummer  moftly  fair,  dry,  and 
warm.. 

The  autumn  moftly  fair  and  moderate. 

The  winter  variable,  but  more  inclined 
to  moifture. 

-SPRING,  1760. 

March  was  uncommonly  fair, 
dry,  and  dufty,  and  in  a  great 
meafure  free  from  rain  and 
wind  :  fometimes  like  fummer  : 
a  few  frofty  mornings  in  the 

country. 


March. 

s.  w. 

N.  W. 

S.  E. 

N. 

W. 

S. 

E  ■ 


3 

II 

4 
3 

5 
2 

A 
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country.  The  principal  wind 


N.  W. 

April  was  alfo  moftly  fair 
and  dry.  The  principal  winds 
from  fome  point  of  the  E.  par¬ 
ticularly  the  N.  E.  which  was 
as  frequent  as  the  W.  and 
S.  W.  It  ended  cold  and 
fharp. 


April. 

E. 

S.  W. 

W, 

S.E. 

N.  E. 

N..  W. 

S. 


4. 

8 

8 

3 

8 

2 

2 


May  was  variable  as  to  heat, 
cold,  and  ferenity  5  fometimes 
warm,  then  fuddenly  cold.  The 
principal  winds  S.  E.  N.  E. 
and  E. 


May. 

N.  E. 

S.  E. 

E. 

W. 

S.  W. 

N.  W. 
N. 


S. 


7 

10 

5 

4 

7 

4 

1 

2 


Our  endemial  difeafes,  colds,  coughs, 
afthmas,  and  confumptive  diforders  pre¬ 
vailed  greatly,  fo  that  I  fcarce  ever  obferv- 
ed  a  greater  frequency  of  colds  and  con¬ 
fumptive  cafes  than  laft  winter,  and 
throughout  the  three  fpring-months  ;  and 
fore  eyes  particularly  attended  the  N.  E, 
winds'in  April. 

R  4  From 


/ 


I 
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From  hence  I  apprehended  a  confide- 

f  * 

rable  connexion  between  the  late  epide¬ 
mic  difeafe  among  horfes  arid  thofe  among 
men  5  in  order  to  illuftrate  which  I  have 
fubjoined  a  fhort  hiftory  of  that  diforder 
among  the  horfes,  together  with  a  review 
of  the  like  diforder  among  them  for  a 
ferles  of  years  paft,  with  a  comparifon  of 
it  with  the  epidemics  prevailing  among 
men  at  the  fame  time. 

r 

The  fevers  that  fell  under  my  obfer- 
yation  in  May  were  of  the  acute  kind, 
proving  critical  about  the  tenth  day,  and 
fome  on  the  fixth  and  eighth.  ^  The 
fubjeSbs  were  moftly  poor,  and  efcaped 
with  very  little  affiftance  from  art. 

S  U  M  M  E  R. 

June,  in  general,  was  variable, 
rather  inclined  to  cold,  v.  g.  the 
fore  part  of  June  w;as  .raoftly 
^alr,  with  fome  hot  days  5  and 
the  winds  S,  E.  E.  and  N.  E. 
the  reft  of  the  month  moftly 

m 


fUIie, 

s.  w. 

E. 

S.  E. 

S. 

W. 

N.  E. 
N.'W. 


6. 

5 

8 

2 

4 

5 
8 

2 


THE  WEATHER.  249 

wet  and  winter-like,  and  the 
winds  W.  and  N.  W. 

July  was  generally  fair^  and 
jdry,  more  rarely  cloudy,  and  a 
iittle  rain :  a  few  hot  days.  The 
principal  winds  N.  W.  W.  and 
E, 

In  Anguft  the  three  firfl: 
days  were  ferene  and  warm  : 
this  was  fucceeded  by  fome 
gluts  of  rain  j  the  reft  of  the 
month  moftly  fair,  and  inclin¬ 
ed  to  cold.  The  principal  winds 
S.  W.  and  N;  W. 

The  fummer  in  general  was  healthy, 
-though  dyfenteries  were  pretty  frequent 
in  June,  and  fome  miliary  feyers  wereob- 
ferved  among  the  poor  5  and  upon  the 
cold  and  winter-like  weather  at  the  end 
of  the  month  coughs  were  frequent  not 
.jQiily  among  men,  but  the  horfes  5  and 

chin- 
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chin-coughs  among  the  children  in  the 
^poor~houfe. 

Colds  were  not.unfrequent  in  July,,  nor  ^ 
through  great  part  of  the  month  of  Au- 
guft,  and  fome  diarrhoeas  attended  the 
end  of  Auguft,  in  which  month  fome  few 
inflammatory  fevers  appeared  ;  but  thofe 
of  the  low  kind  were  more  frequent, 
fometimes  attended  with  petechial,  but  of- 
tener  with  miliary  eruptions,  feveral  of 
'  which  ran  out  to  the  thirtieth,  and  one  to 
the  thirty-fixth  day. 

'  Of  the  different  fevers  that  occurred 

I 

within  this  quarter,  the  days  of  termina¬ 
tion  were  the  fifth  or  fixth,  the  feventh, 
the  eighth,  the  tenth,  the  fourteenth,  the 
fifteenth,  the  eighteenth,  the  thirtieth,  and 
thlfty-fixth. 

AUTUMN. 

The  fore  half  of  September 
fair  and  frequently  hot,  with 
much  dew  and  S.  E.  wdnds  ; 
and  thus  ended  a  feries  of 

\ 

about  a  month's  fair  weather  : 
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tli£  rcfl  of  the  montli  there  were 
frequent  and  great  'rains,  and 
the  winds  S.  W. 


Throughout  06fober  wxre 
frequent  rains  and  feme  floods. 
The  principal  w'inds  W.  and 
generally  high.  The  month 
ended  with  a  fmartfroft. 


October. 


W. 

s.  w. 
s. 

S.  E. 
N.  W. 
N.  . 
N.  E. 


J^ovember  was  moilb,  much 
rain,  not  many  fair  days;  fcarce 
more  than  three  frofty.  The 
principal  -wind  W.  A  fform 
the  fixth. 


November. 
S.  W.  2 

w.  i 

N.  W.  6 

S.E.  2 

N.  E.  I 


It  was  one  of  the  wettefl:  autumns  in  the 
memory  of  man,  and  yet  remarkably 
healthy  :  diarrhoeas,  which  had  attended 
the  end  of  fummer,  were  alfo  frequent  in 
September ,  and  towards  the  end  of  the 
month  became  more  frequent,  with  great 
pain  and  bilious  vomitings  j  and  indeed 
this  diforder  was  frequent  in  October  and 
November. 


In  flam- 
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InfiamiTiatary  colds,  coughs,  and  fore 
throats,  v>^ere  frequent  in  September  and 
Oftober,  as  were  aflhmas,  coughs,  and 
tabid  cafes  through  the  three  autumnal 
months.  In  Oftober  diforders  of  the 
bowels  became  much  more  frequent  and 
more  violent  in  their  fymptoms,  as  the 
cholera  morbus,  bilious  vomitings,  and 
dyfenteries  attended,  with  a  conftant  pain¬ 
ful  tenefmus,  not  to  be  appeafed  without 
the  conftant  ufe  of  opiates. 

Some  bad  meazles  attended  the  month 
of  Oftober.  The  diarhoeas  and  dyfente¬ 
ries  which  attended  this  quarter,  were 
not  often  fatal,  and  the  fevers  were  far 
from  being  epidemical  or  malignant. 
Among  thefe,  out  of  five  which  occurred 
in  September  and  Odlober,  three  termi¬ 
nated  the  tenth  day,  one  the  ninth,  one 
on  the  eleventh,  all  happily.  In  Novem¬ 
ber  three  boys  in  one  houfe  had  a  miliary 
fever  of  thirty  days  duration,  and  all  reco¬ 
vered. 

W  I  N- 
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WINTER,  1760,  1761. 

December, 

W. 


The  exceffive  moift  weather 
continued  through  December, 
with  high  wdnds,  few  days  be¬ 
ing  wholly  exempt  from  either  5 
the  feventh  and  thirtieth  it  blew 
a  ftorm.  The  principal  wind 
W. 


N.W. 

s. 

N. 


20 

2 

10 
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January  was  a  month  of  fine 
weather,  uncommonly  w’'arm 
for  the  feafon  :  very  little  rain 
or  wind  :  frequent  fogs,  but 
warm  and  moift,  not  attended 
with  frofts  asufual.  The  princi¬ 
pal  winds  S.  E.  The  barometer 
higher  than  for'  many  years 
paft. 


January. 
W.  6 

S.W,  9 

N.  E.  3 

S.  E.  12 

N. 

N.W. 

B. 

S.  l 


The  fore  part  of  February' 
was  variable :  from  the  ele¬ 
venth  to  the  end  a  good  deal  of 
rain  and  ftormy  weather.  The 
winds  moftly  S.  W, 


Fe  bruary. 
N.  W.  7 
W.  I  £ 

S.  W.  13 

N.  2 

S.  E,  I 
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\ 
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SUMMARY. 

% 

A  dry  fpring,  with  a  prevalence  of 
E.  winds. 

The  fummer  variable,  inclined  to 
cold.  ‘ 

The  autumn  exceflively  wet,  with  W. 
winds. 

The  winter  very  open  and  warm.  De¬ 
cember  and  January  windy  and  ftormy. 

December  was  healthy,  as  was  this 
whole  winter- quarter,  though  uncommon¬ 
ly  wet  and  warm,  an  exprefs  contradidlion 
to  the  vulgar  tradition,  that  a  green 
Chriftmas  makes  a  fat  church-yard.  Di¬ 
arrhoeas  indeed,  which  had  attended  the 
laft  autumn,  did  frequently  occur  in  .De¬ 
cember,  but  very  few  acute  cafes ;  and 
through  the  whole  quarter,  our  endemial 
difeafes,  catarrhs,  or  defluxions  in  divers 
fhapes,  tumours  of  the  jaws,  neck,  epi¬ 
phoras,  coughs,  and  afthmas,  chiefly  pre¬ 
vailed. 

Yearly  bill  of  burials  in  Dublin  one 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three. 

OF 
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Epidemic  Catarrhal  Fever  among 

Horfes. 

THE  late  epidemic  catarrh,  or  rather 
catarrhal  fever  among  horfes,  took  its  rife 
in  the  winter,  which  was  a  very  fevere 
one,  not  only  in  thefe  countries,  but 
other  parts  of  Europe  ;  and  even  in  this 
changeable  climate,  was  attended  with 
uncommon  viciffitudes  in  the  temperature 
of  the  air  and  weather. 

It  raged  in  London  and  other  parts  of 
England  in  January,  February,  and  March ; 
and  feized  cur  horfes  in  Dublin  at  the  end 
of  March,  moving  weftward  (as  other 
epidemics  frequently  do)  and  on  the  fourth 
of  April  it  was  become  general  in  this  city, 
and  continued  till  the  end  of  that  month, 
when  moft  of  our  horfes  wtvQ  recovering, 
although  fome  remains  of  the  difeafe  ap¬ 
peared  in  June,  and  even  July  the  17th, 
in  the  coughs  and  broken  wind  attending 
fome  of  them,  in  confequence  of  the  dif- 
order.  i 
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It  feized  them  with  a  heavinefs,  lofs  of 
appetite,  and  a  cough  :  a  fwelling  in  the 
throat  frequently  attended,  and  fometimes 
laborious  breathing  5  after  fome  days  they 

I 

difcharged  a  yellow  mucus  from  the  no- 
ftrils,  and  frequently  recovered,  although 
feveral  died  here,  as  well  as  in  England, 
elpecially  under  too  warm  a  regimen',  v.  g. 
particularly  in  the  barracks,  where  they 
are  kept  clofe  crowded  in  the  ftables, 
fo  that  they  loft  thirty- eight  out  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  5  whereas  I  am  inform- 
ed  that  at  a  certain  ftand  of  chaife-horfes 
ufing  more  exercife,  and  a  cooler  regimen, 
they  loft  but  two  out  of  thirty-fix. 

Alfo  the  diftemper  is  faid  to  have  been 
more  fevere  in  the  North  than  ih  the 
South. 

The  mules  alfo  received  the  infeftion. 

Early  bleeding,  but  not  late,  was  of 
ufe. 

One  gentleman  preferved  his  horfes 
from  the  contagion  by  dipping  a  bunch 
of  rue  in  vinegar,  rubbing  their  nofes 

and 
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and  fprinkling  the  manger  with  it.  An¬ 
other  preferved  his.  mare,  by  caufing  her  to 
drink  tar-water  diluted  with  an  equal 
part  of  common  wateir. 

In  fome  parts  of  England  they  ufed 
malt  maflies  at  the  decline  of  the  difeafe, 
being  found  of  fervice  both  as  a  cordial,^ 
a  pedloral,  and  keeping  the  belly  foluble. 

In  1727  there  was  an  epidemic  catarrh 
among  our  horfes  here,  ~  which  alfo  trai- 
velled  hither  from  England,  and  more¬ 
over  preceded  a  like  diforder,  viz.  a  cough 
and  fore  throats  among  men  j  even  as  at 
Edinburgh,  before  the  catarrhal  fever- in 
1732,  their  horfes  had  been  previoufly  af- 
fefted, 

I 

Again  in  the  cold  and  dryfpring  1742, 
was  an  epidemic  catarrh  among  the 
horfes  at  Plymouth  and  here. 

In  May  174*^  (the  preceding  part  of 
the  fpring  cold)  was  an  epidemic  cough 
among  horfes,  and  chin-coughs  and  tu¬ 
mors  of  the  parotids  among  men. 

In  December  1 750  was  an  univerfal  ca- 

S  -  tarrhal 


I 
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tarrhal  fever  among  horfes,  rather  more 
fevere  than  this,  of  the  prefent  year  1760, 
which  alfo  travelled  from  England,  and 
the  like  in  December  and  January  i  7  5 1 ; 
and  among  mankind  coughs  and  inflam¬ 
mations  of  the  face,  eyes,  and  gums,  at  the 
fame  time. 

And  A.D.  1762,  I  am  informed  that 
to  this  prefent  time,  'many  of  the  labour¬ 
ing  horfes  who  had  this  diforder  fuffer- 
ed  fo  much  in  their  eyes  as  to  have  become 
blind. 

^  SPRING,  1761. 

In  March  the  weather  was 
variable  :  there  were  fome 
flight  frofts,  and  frequently 
high  winds,  of  which  the  S.  W. 
and  N.  W.  prevailed. 

April  was  moderate  as  to 
moiftufe  and  drynefs  5  rather 
cold  for  the  feafon,  and  the 
principal  wind  from  fome  point 
of  the  N.  or  E.^  . 
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May  was  rather  fair  than 
otherwife  :  great  changes  from 
heat  to  cold;  fo  that  our  fires, 
which  had  been  put  out  the 
feventh,  were  rekindled  the 
twenty-fifth,  and  continued  to 
the  end  ofi  the  month.  The 
principal  wind  E.  with  fome 
fmart  breezes  and  hard  gales. 


May, 
N.  W. 

S.  W. 

S. 

E. 

N.  E. 

N. 


4 

8 
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Coughs  and  tumours  about  the  fauces 
and  throat,  with  a  flight  fever,  often  oc- 
curred  in  March  ;  and  regular  intermit- 
tents,  tertian,  and  quotidian,  were  more 
frequent  than  for  fome  years  paft  :  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  the  month  and  beginning 
of  April,  the  cholera  morbus,  with  obfti- 
nate  obftruftions  and  inflammations  of 
the  bowels,  and  bilious  purgings,  attended 
with  a  fever,  were  very  frequent ;  and  fome 
harrhoeas  were  obferved  about  the  end 
of  the  month. 

A  few  inflammatory  fevers  occurred, 
among  which,  one  terminated  by  an  ab- 

w 
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fc'efs  in  the  throat  in  three  weeks  ■,  a  fe- 
coitd  came  to  an  imperfect  crifis  in  four¬ 
teen  days ;  a  third,  being  catarrhal,  lafted 
four  days ;  a  fourth,  alfo  catarrhal,  lafted 
three  days,  and  was  carried  off  by  a  fpon- 
taneous  fweat,  and  an  eruption  of  pimples 
about  the  mouth.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
month  fome  low  fevers,  with  petechise,  but 
more  frequently  with  miliary  eruptions, 
which  generally  ran  out  to  the  twentieth 
day,  often  attended  with  bad  fymptoms, 
but  feldom  proved  mortal.  _ 

The  meazles  were  frequent  in  March 
and  April,  and  in  this  laft  month  came 
out  in  round  diftinft  fpots  above  the  fuf- 
face  of  the  Ikin,  like  the  firft  appearance 
of  the  fm  all-pox. 

April  was  more  healthy  than  March, 
fc  that  little  appeared  except  a  few  coughs, 
and  fome  few  agues. 

May  exhibited  chiefly  coughs  and  tabid 
cafes,  and  fome  fore  eyes  :  alfo  fome  in- 
termittents  appeared  ;  but  inflammatory 
fevers,  particularly  pleurifies  and  peripneu- 
monies,  were  moft  frequent  this  month; 


T  H  E  W  E  A  T  H  E  R.  261 


SUMMER. 

In  June  it  was  generally  dry  ; 
far  lefs  rain  than  ufual,  and 
^yet  it  was  rarely  very  hot, 
though  the  latter  half  of  the 
month  was  hot.  The  N.  and 
E.  winds  prevailed,  lihe  what 
is  more  ufual  in  the  fpring.  . 

The  dry  weather  continued 
through  the  greateft  part  of 
July,  and  it  was  rather  cool 
than  hot,  though  the  twenty- 
third  and  twenty-fourth  days 
were  very  hot  and  fultry  5  but 
no  days  within  two  degrees  fo 
hot  as  laft  year.  The  winds 
moftly  W.  and  fometimes  S.  W, 
which  were  cold,  dry,  and 
parching,  contrary  to  cuftom. 

'The  dry  weather  prevailed 
alfo  through  the  month  of 

V  ,  r 

Auguft  -y  but  it  was  frequent- 
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ly  cloudy,  and  over-caft,  fo 
that  the  heat  was  tempered  ; 
though  about  the  middle  of  the 
month  there  were  fome  hot 
and  fultry  days.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  winds  S.  W.  and  W. 


The  pleuritic  fevers,  mentioned  in  the 
fpring,  continued  in  June;  and  fome  few 
fevers  with  pleuritic  fymptoms  were  feen 
in  July.  Coughs  and  catarrhs  were  more 
frequent  than  ufual  in  June.  The  mea- 
zles,  as  mentioned  laft  March,  were  ac- 

f 

companied  with  fymptoms  of  violent  in¬ 
flammation  in  June  and  July. 

Some  flight  cholics  and  obftruftions  in 
the  primae  viae,  and  fome  diarrhopas,  with 
bilious  vomitings,  were  obferved  in  June  ; 

but  in  July  thefe  diforders  were  attended 

%• 

with  inflammation,  and  were  more  fre¬ 
quent  and  more  fevere. 

There  were  fome  inftances  of  the  low 
fever,  with  petechial  eruptions  in  June  j 
but  in  July  thefe  were  more  frequent,  and 
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in  fome  the  petechiae  were  interfperfed 
with  bloody  fpecks  :  in  others,  a  great 
anxiety  and  oppreflion  attended,  though 
no  eruptions  appeared,  but  a  gentle  diarr¬ 
hoea  through  the  whole  courfe,  which  gra¬ 
dually  alleviated  the  fymptoms,  until  the 
fever  wore  off  in  about  feventeen  days. 
The  patients  were  very  apt  to  relapfe, 
and  could  not  .bear  even  the  mildefl: 
purge  after. 

Some*  fmall-pox  of  a  malignant  kind  at- 
tended  the  month  of  July. 

In  Auguft  vomitings,  with  obfl:ru6led 
bowels,  tending  to  inflammation,  as  in 
ly,  continued  ;  and  about  the  middle  of 
the  month  the  cholera  morbus  became 
very  frequent. 

Colds,  fore  throats,  and  rheumatifms, 
u^ere  frequent  near  the  clofe  of  the  month  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  a  red  exanthematous 
eruption  in  the  Ikin  was  frequent  among 
women,  and  generally  attended  with  a 
nervous  fever  ;  and  the  fmalbpox  were 
frequent  and  malignant,  with  bloody  fpecks 

S  4  inter- 
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intcrfperfeJ  on  the  firft  eruption,  and  in 
the  progrefs,  bloody  fpits. 


September. 

s: 

N.W. 

s.w. 

S.  E, 


W. 

E. 

N. 


\  • 


AUTUMN-' 

The  dry  weather  continued 
to  prevail  in  September,  though 
now  and  then  interrupted  by 
rain  and  fome  hard  gales.  The 
fourteenth  a  fudden  change  to 
cold,  which  continued  about  a 
week ;  thence  to  the  end  fre- 
quent  fogs,  and  it  was  warm 
like  fummer.  The  principal 
winds  S.E.  and  S.  W. 


Od^cber. 
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In  Oftober  there  feli  abun^ 

/ 

dance  of  rain,  contrary  to  cuf- 
tom,  and  the  greateft  gluts  of 

rain  were  from  the  eaft.  It 

/ 

was  cool.  There  were  fome 
hard  gales.'-  The  twenty-fe- 
cond  and  twenty-eighth  ftormy: 
it  concluded  with  a  flight  froft* 
The  principal  wind  S.  E. 

4  In 
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In  November  the  weather 
was  variable,  with  a  few  flight 
frofts,  and  frequent  rains. 

The  nineteenth,  twentieth,  and 
twenty-firfl,  ftormy.  The  prih- 
cipal  winds  W.  and  S,  W. 

Diarrheeas  and  dyfenteries  attended  the 
month  of  September,  and  the  fmall-pox 
.was  epidemical  and  malignant  j  and  the 
petechial  fever  mentioned  lafl:  July  atten¬ 
ded  September  and  Oftober.  Among  the 
children  in  the  work-houfe  it  generally 
terminated  about  the  fourteenth  day,  and 
in  all  happily  ;  and  it  was  obferved  that 
towards  the  determination,  they  had  a 
flight  diarrhoea. 

The  like  fever  was  obferved  at  the 
fame  time  in  other  parts  of  the  city,  efpe- 
cially  in  Oftober,  and  fometimes  proved 
fatal.  In  the  mofl:  malignant,  about  the 
tenth  or  eleventh  day,  a  delirium  came  on, 
with  fubfultus  tendinum,  and  difficult  ref- 
piration,  particularly  if  not  attended  with 
a  natural  purging. 


November. 
W,  9 

N.W.  6 

S.  £.  4 

£.  2 

N.E.  X 

S.W.  7 


I 
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In  fome,  after  the  diforder  had  gone  on 
without  any  bad  fymptom,,  about'  the 
twelfth  day  miliary  eruptions  appeared 
among  the  petechise,  and  were  immediate¬ 
ly  attended  with  delirium,  difficult  refpira- 
tion,  and  fubfultus  :  fuch  frequently  died 
the  fourteenth  day. 

Singular  was  thehiftory'of  pne  woman, 
in  whom,  in  one  of  thefe  petechial  fevers, 
miliary  eruptions  fupervened  after  the 
twentieth  day,  with  delirium,  fubfultus, 
&c.  and  on  the  thirty-fifth  day  a  profufe 
falivation  came  on  ;  and  when  it  ceafed, 
the  delirium  and  other  bad  fymptoms  re¬ 
turned  ;  but  it  continued  at  intervals  to 
the  forty-fifth  day  of  the  fever,  after  which 
fhe  gradually  recovered,  without  any  other 
crifis. 

Catarrhs  and  coughs  became  very  epi¬ 
demic  the  latter  end  of  October,  a 
little  feverifhnefs  attended  fome  of  them, 
and  hsemoptoes  were  frequent.  The  like 
diforders  alfo  attended  November,  and 
moreover  fore  throats,  with  inflamed  ton- 

1  fils, 
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fils,  and  fometlmes  fmall  ulcers,  were  very 
frequent  5  but  not  malignant.  Thofe  of 
afthmatic  and  confumptive  habits  fuffered 
much  :  otherwife  the  month  was  generally 
healthy. 

Towards  the  end  of  November  fome  fe¬ 
vers  appeared,  with  numerous  petechial 
eruptions.  About  the  tenth  or  eleventh 
day,  a  bilious  purging  generally  came  on, 
which  continued  to  the  fourteenth,  wh^n 
they'moftly  recovered. 


WINTER,  17^1, 

In  December  fogs,  were  un¬ 
commonly  frequent,.  and  thofe 
not  attended  with  frofts,  as 
jifoal,  but  moiftj  and  often 
ended  in  rain,  A  few  flight 
frofts,  and  on  the  feventeentli 
a  confiderable  fall  of  fnow,  The 
principal  wind  W, 


lySz'. 

December. 
W.  9 

S.  E.  7 

S.  W.  .  7 

E.  I 


January  was  for  the  moft 
part  dry,,  frequently  windy  : 
|he  fixteenth,  feventeenth,  and 


January. 
S.W.  II 

w.  12 

N.W.  3 


twenty- 


\ 


I 
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twenty-eighth  ftormy  :  'a  few 
flight  frofty  morningSk  The 
principal  winds  W,  and  -S.  W. 

February  was  alfo  for  the 
moll:  part  dry :  frofts,  fnow,  and 
fleet,  pretty  frequent ;  great  va¬ 
riations  of  heat  and  cold  this 
and  the  preceding  month.  The 
flxteenth  and  feventeenth  warm 
and  fultry  like  fummer.  Winds 
variable. 

U  M  M  A  R  Y. 

Spring  dry  and  cool. 

Summer  extraordinarily  dry. 

Antumn  variable,  except  a  wet  06lober^ 

Winter  dry,  except  January  ^  and  the 
two  iaft  months  very  moderately  frofty. 

The  fevere  coughs  of  November  con-* 
tinned  to  be  epidemical  in  December, 
January,  and  February,  with  afthmas  and 
defla^:ions  in  various'  fhapes,  and  often 
attended  with  fymptoms  of  inflammation, 

V.  g. 


JT  c  Ui'  Uttx  y  . 

N.  W.  JO 
W.  5 
N. 

S.  W. 

s. 


E. 

S.  E. 

N.E. 


.3 


S. 

N. 
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i.  g.  fore  throats,  fuppurating  and  ulce¬ 
rated  tonfils,  ophthalmies  j  and  in  fome, 
violent  pains  in  the  ear,  excoriations  in 
the  mouth,  and  fwelled  Jaws. 

Fevers  were  not  epidemical;  and  thofe 
that  occurred  were  not  malignant,  often 
terminating  in  lefs  than  feven  days,  and 
fcarce  requiring  medical  affiftance. 

Among  the  foldiers  the  petechial  fever 
frequently  appeared,  which  was  favour¬ 
able,  and  generally  attended  with  a  bilious 
diarrhoea,  and  terminated  about  the  four- 
teenth  day. 

Pleurifies  and  pleuro-peripneumonics 
were  frequent  in  February. 

The  extraordinary  drought  of  the  fum- 
mer  was  attended  with  a  ftronger  tendency 
tp  inflammation,  agreeable  to  Wintring- 
ham’s  obfervations  in  Yorklhire. 

I’he  happy  ifllie  attending  the  evacua¬ 
tions  excited  by  nature  in  the  fevers  at¬ 
tending  the  fummer  aad  autumn,  may 
furnifli  an  ufeful  document  to  fuch  as 
are  aliens  to  the  myfteries  of  phyfic,  to  be 
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very  caut‘ous  how  they  intermeddle  in 
fuch  cales,  fince  the  proper  conduft  to 
be  obferved  on  the  occafion  of  fuch  eva« 
cuations  will  for  ever  remain  a  fecret,  ex- 
cept  to  thofe  who  have  devoted  their  time 
and  talents  to  thefe  matters. 

The  yearly  bill  of  Dublin  this  year  was 
two  thoufand  two  hundred  ninety-two, 
viz.  much  larger  than  in  the  two  prece¬ 
ding  years,  which  agrees  to  fome  former 
obfervatione  of  the  unwholefomenefs  of 
dry  feafons. 

SPRING,  1762. 

March  was  a  wet  month: 
not  many  days  free  from  fnow, 
fleet,  or  rain  :  more  fnow,  and 
colder  than  for  fever.al  years 
pafl:.  The  principal  winds 
N.  W,  Some  briflc  gales  now 
and  then.  The  fifteenth  a 
ftorm. 

April  was  dry  for  the  fea- 
fon,  only  a  few  fhowers  now 

and 


March. 

N.  E.  4 

S.E.  7 

N.  W.  13 

E.  *  I 
N.  3 

W.  4 

S.  W.  4 


April. 

S.  E.  9 

S.  W.  6 
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and  then :  cool  and 
yet  a  few  warm  days, 
principal  wind  S.'E. 


calm, 

The] 


W. 

S. 

N.  E. 
E.  ' 

N. 


May  was  an  exceffively  dry 
month,'  and  the  wind  at  fome 
point  of  the  E.  hotter  than  for 
fome  years  paft,  though  with  a 
■cold  wind  at  the  fame  time,  till 
near  the  end,  when  it  was  very 
warm. 

4- 


May, 

N.  \  2 
E.  '  It 

S.  E.  4 

W.  5 

N.E,  8 

S.  W.  r 

N.W.  , 


A  cold,  and  for  the  moft  part,  dry 
Ipring,  fucceedmg  an  open  and  lomewhat 
warm  winter,  the  catarrhs,  which  had  in - 
fefted  the  winter,  prevailed  greatly  to  the 
end  of  March  ;  and  in  the  months  of 
hdarch  and  April  various  dilorders  of  the 
lungs,  pieurilies,  pleuro-peripneumonies, 
pulmonary  confumptions,  coughs,  chin- 
coughs,  and  quinzies,.  greatly  prevailed, 
and  often  proved  fatal.  Alfo  inflamma¬ 
tory  feverifh  colds,  often  attended  with 
pleuritic  fymptoms,  vvere  frequent ;  fome 
of  thele  terminated  by  fweat  about  the 


fifth 
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I 

fifth  or  feventh  day:  when  they  ran  out 
beyond  the  feventh  day,  they  were  often 
attended  with  miliary  eruptions  s  but  fome 
other  feverifh  diforders  were  carried  off 
partly  by  diarrhoea  and  partly  by  fweat, 

.  in  eight  or  nine  days. 

Rheumatifms  and  rheumatic  fevers  were 
alfo  very  frequent  in  March  and  April: 
and  to  the  above  mentioned  diforders  in 
April,  add  the  fcarlet  fever  with  ulcerated 
tonfils,  ophthalmies,  inflammations  of  the 
gums  and  ears,  and  the  tooth-ach. 

Several  children  recovered  of  their 

I 

fever  the  fixth,  feventh,  and  eighth  days, 
by  a  critical  fweat ;  in  fome  others  more 
advanced  in  age,  ’  the^  fever  terminated  in 
fourteen,  fixteen,  and  eighteen  days. 

Some  mild  intermittents  appeared  In 
April;  but  in  May,  intermitting  feverS 
were  very  frequent,  particularly  the  ter¬ 
tian  ;  and  pleurifies  and  chin-coughs  ftill 
continued  to  be  epidemical. 

In  the  beginning^of  May  a  fever  was 
common  which  refembled  the  fcarlet  fever 
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in  every  circumftance  except  the  eruption. 
In  the  beginning,  after  the  lliivering,  the 
face  was  much  fluflied,  with  afevere  head- 
ach,  dry  burning  Ikin,  quick  pulfe,  and 

forenefs  in  the  throaty  fometimes  attended 

\ 

with  fuperficial  ulcerations  in  the  tonfils, 
and  often  a  crick  in  the  neck ;  in  fome  it 
difappeared  in  three  or  four  days;  in 
many,  after  running  out  to  the  fourteenth 
day  or  longer,  the  fkin  p|[eled  off  in  branny 
fcales,  as  in  the  fcarlet  fever,  though  no 
.  eruption  had  appeared. 

About  the  middle  of  May  began  in 
Dublin  the  catarrhal  fever  or  feverifh  cold, 
fcarce  fparing  a  family,  or  any  age,  fex, 
or  condition,  except  that  it  rather  fpared 
children.  -  It  was  plainly  a  difeafe  of 
foreign  extraction,  having  vifited  Copen¬ 
hagen  a  month  before  it  reached  London, 
and  London  about  a  month  before  it  ar¬ 
rived  here;  and  it  gradually  extended  it- 
felf  through  every  province  of  the  king^ 
dom.  In  London  it  feldom  proved  fatal, 
though  their  weekly  bills  once  rofe.to  feven 

T  hundred ; 


V 
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hundred;  but  in  the  country  it  was  more 
fatal. 

It  generally  began  here  with  a  laffitude, 
a  pain  and  heavinefs  of  the  head,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  a  pain  acrcfs  the  eye-brows ;  a 
fevere  cough,  a  forenefs  or  rawnefs  in  the 
throat  and  breaft, .  excited  by  coughing ; 
generally  a,  great  defluxion  from  the  nofe, 
and  fometimes  eyes,  the  heat  a  little  greater 
than  natural,  and  a  lofs  of  appetite. 

Such  was  the  attack  in  general ;  but  in 
many  the  fymptoms  advanced  to  a  feverifli 
ftate,  and  were  very  diftreffing,  fo  that 
the  patients  were  forced  to  betake  them- 
felves  to  their  beds ;  in  thefe  it  began 
with  a  fnivering  pain  of  the  head  and 
back,  forenefs  of  the  bones,  a  burning 
heat,  and  in  fome  a  flight  delirium  and  op- 
prefTion  in  breathing :  in  fome  the  pulfe 
was  quick  and  low  j  but  in  general  the 
pulfe  was  not  quick,  and  even  when  the 
feverifh  fymptoms  were  very  high,  it  was 
often  obferved  to  be  not  more  quick  than 
in  health,  and  generally  more  low  and 
depreffed.  There 


« 
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'  There  was  generally  a  difpofition  to 
fweat,  which  ufaally  returned  every  night, 
with  an  aggravation  of  the  feverifh 
fymptoms  j  and  the  promotion  of  the 
Iweat,  by  drinking  wine-whey  and  fpirit 
of  hartfhorn,  carried  it  off  in  a  day  or 
two,  in  thofe  more  fiightly  affecfed. 

.  Some  had  a  great  oppreflion  in  breath¬ 
ing,  who  were  relieved  by  bleeding  t  the 
blood  was  not  often  fizy,  but  the  ferum 
was  muddy  and  yellow  ;  and  when  it  had 
an  inflammatory'  crufl:,  this  was  of  a 
faffron  hue'. 

Thofe  who,  after  taking  a  puke,  threw 
up  much  bile,  generally  found  great  relief 
from  the  fymptoms,  and  in  fome  they  were 
totally  removed.  A  fmart  diarrhcea  at¬ 
tended  fome  few  wdth  relief,  but  in  the 
greater  number  a  fweat  about  the  third 
day  proved  critical:  yet  in  feveral  there 
was  obferved  an  efflorefcence  on  the  Ikin 
like  the  meazles,  or  a  red  rafh,  with  violent 
itching,  which  was  obferved  to  carry  off  the 
diforder  more  completely  than  thefweating. 

T  2  Without 
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Without  proper  care  and  regimen  the 
fymptoms  continued  for  a  week  or  longer, 
and  a  remarkable  languor  continued  in 
moft  for  fever al  days  after;  and  others, 
efpecially  valetudinarians,  the  weakly  and 
aged,  and  thofe  of  bad  lungs,  did  not  re¬ 
cover  for  a  much  longer  time. 

The  languor  yielded  to  the  cortex,  Pe¬ 
ruvianas. 

Compare  the  years  1729,  1732-3, 

1737  and  1743. 

SUMMER. 

In  June  the  weather  was  ge¬ 
nerally  dry  and  fair ;  and 
warmer  than  the  fame  month 
for  feveral  years  pail :  frequently 
windy,  but  not  much  rain. 
The  principal  winds  N.  W. 
and  W. 

s 

The  dry  weather'  of  the  two 
preceding  months  continued  in 
a  manner  fomewhat  extraordi¬ 
nary 


June, 

N.W.  13 

E.  3 

W.  8 

S.  E.  5 

S.W.  4 

N.E.  I 

N.  I 


July. 


>N.W. 

6 

W. 

10 

S.E. 

8 

S.W. 

15 
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nary  through  July  5  and  even  'E. 

"  i  N  E 

the  S.W.  winds  were  not  at-jg*  ’ 


tended  with  much  rain,  except 
on  the  eighth.  From  the  ninth 
to  the  fifteenth  it  was  hot^  yet 
not  one  day  fo  fultry  as  in  July 
1760,  by  one  and  a  half  degree 
of  the  thermometer.  The  winds 
variable  :  chiefly  S.  W.  and  W. 

\  ' 

Augufl:  was  alternately  fair, 
gloomy,  and  cloudy  :  there 
were  fome  great  gluts  of  rain 
after  the  long  drought.  It 
was  not  fo  warm  as  this  month 
ufually  is'.  The  winds  chiefly 
N.  W.  and  W.  It  concluded 
fair  and  cold,  with  N.  E.  and 
E.  winds. 

Augufl:. 

W.  10 

N.  W.  II 
E.  ■  8 

S.W.^  5 

S.  I 

N.E.  9 

S.E.  2 

In  June  and  July  appeared  feveral  in- 
ftances  of  the  pernicious  reliques  of  the 
late  epidemic  catairhal  fever  in  valetudi¬ 
nary  and  infirm  perfons,  fome  of  whom 

T  3  died  5 


f 


/ 


vO 
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died  5  and  their  deaths  were  apparently 

/ 

haftened  by  it. 

In  June  appeared  a  bilious  putrid 

fever,  fometimes  attended  with  petechias  j 

but  the  miliary  type  was  more  frequent. 

In  many  it  appeared  in  the  beginning  with 

» 

inflammatory  fymptoms,  and  was  gene¬ 
rally  attended  with  a  violent  fixed  pain  in 
■  the  forehead:  the  miliary  puflules  ap¬ 
peared  from  the  feventli'  to  the  eleventh 
day;  and  fome  of  the  fevers  in  July  were 
attended  with  much  the  like  appearances, 
^and  they  proved  frequently  fatal  in  both 
months.  Among  thefe,  one  terminated 
happily  by  a  critical  fweat  the  fixth  or  fe- 
venth  day,  a  fecond  proved  fatal  the  foui*^ 
teenth  day,  and  in  a  third  the  patient  did 
not  furvive  the  eleventh  day. 

In  Auguft  alfo  fevers,  partly  petechial 
and  partly  miliary,  were  frequent,  but 
moreover  attended  with  a  bilious  purging, 
and  not  often  fatal :  they  ran  out  to  the 
feventeenth  or  twenty-firft  day;  they  fell 
into  a  lethargic  dozing,  and  recovered 
gradually,  without  any  other  evacuation^ 
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Intermittent  fevers,  principally  tertian, 
continued  frequent  in  June, "and  there 
were  foroe  few  in  July,  in  one  of  which 

the  type  was  Angular,  viz.  feven  or  more 

% 

paroxyfms  in  a  day  ^  and  thefe  fits  grew 
daily  Wronger,  until  the  feventh  day,  when 
a  large  critical  fvveat  terminated  the  dif- 
eafe.  In  Auguft  intermittent  fevers  became 
frequent,  and  particularly  epidemical 
among  children  from  one  to  three  years 
of  age. 

In  July,  pleuritic  fevers  and  peiipneu- 
monies  of  a  malignant  and  fatal  kind 
prevailed  much,  and  were  feldom  relieved 
by  repeated  large  bleedings :  among  thefe, 
one  young  man  recovered  the  feventh 
day,  but  not  without  a  blifter  applied  on 
the  fpot,  after  repeated  large  bleedings  5 
another  more  advanced  in  years  died  the 
eighth  day  :  the  blood  was  covered  with 
a  thick  faffroivcoloured  fize,  and  the  fe- 
rum  of  a  bilious  colour. 

Towards  the  end  of  July,  diford ers  of 
the  bow^els,  with  bilious  purging  and  vo- 

T  4  miting, 


/ 


28o 


HISTORY  OF 


miting,  were  obferved,  which  in  Auguft 
prevailed  much,  and,  dyfenteries  were 
common  and  fatal  to  fome  :  alfo  fome  dy- 
fenteric  fevers  attended. 

In  July  the  meazles  were  very  frequent 
and  dangerous ;  and  the  fmall-pox  of  an 
unfavourable  kind,  not  tending  to  fuppu- 
ration,  attended  the  naonths  of  July  and 
Auguft. 

A  U  T  U  m'n.  . 

September  was  a  wet  month, 
and  not  quite  fo  warm  as  ufual  2 
the  principal  winds  S.  W.  and 
fometimes  high, 

»■ 

0£lober  was  alfo  a  wet 
month,'  attended  with  great 
floods,  common  to  us  and  feve<- 
ral  parts  of  England  at  the 
fame  time.  Cold  for  the  feafon, 
though  but  little  froft.  The 
principal  winds  N.  E.  and  S.  E. 
The  twentieth  a  ftorm  at  E. 
Concluded  frofty.- 


September. 

N.  W.  4 

S.  E.  5 

W.  10 

S.W.  17 

s.  4 

E.  I 

N.E.  I 


06lober. 


N. 

N.E. 
N.  W. 

s.  w. 

S.E. 

E. 

S. 


6 

10 

5 
4 
8 

6 


November  was  alternately 
fair,  cloudy,  and  foggy :  from 
the  eleventh  to  the  fixteenth 
frofty :  it  ended  warm  like 
fummer.  The  principal  wind 
S.  W.,  a  few  fmart  gales.  The 
depth  of  rain  in  Novembei 
was  much  lefs  than  in  the  two 
preceding  months,  viz. 
whereas  in  Oftober  it  was 
26—^—,  and  in  September 
but  it  is  to  be  noted,  that, 
although  the  quantity  of  rain 
was  fo  far  lefs  in  November 
than  in  the  two  preceding 
months,  yet  it  appeared  by 
the  hygrometer  that  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  watery  vapours  fuf- 
pended  in  the  air,  was  confi- 
derably  greater  in  November 
than  in  either  of  the  two 
other  months :  the  weight 
of  the  fponge  in  November 
having  been  three  hundred  and 


November. 

S.W.  II 
N.  W, 

W. 

NT. 

N.  E. 

S.  E. 

S. 
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J  ninety-one  grains,  which  in 
September  and  October  was  but 
three  hundred  and  forty-feven> 

I  the  great  moifture  of  the  two 
laft  months  having  not  been 
diilipated  by  the  fun,  nor  by' 
the  ufual  ventilation  by  ftorms. 

The  diforders  of  the  bowels  mentioned 
in  Auguft,  viz.  diarrhoeas,  dyfenterjes, 
and  a  dyfenteric  fever,  continued  through 
September  and  the  beginning  of  Odlober. 

Some  of  the  low  kind  of  fevers  were 

k 

oblerved  in  September,  among  which  were 
fatal  inftaiices  in  two  girls  aged  about  fif¬ 
teen,  one  of  whom  died  the  nineteenth, 
the  other  the  twenty-third  day. 

Many  of  the  fevers  in  Odlober  were  of 
the  petechial,  or  at  leaft  eruptive  kind,'  yet 
no  remarkable  fatality  attended  them, 
many  recoveringTrom  very  bad  and  alarm- 
ing  fymptoms :  the  time  of  their  termi¬ 
nation  was  various,  moft  frequently  in 
fourteen  days,  others  in  fix,  feven,  eight, 

3  • 


or 
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I 

or  ten  days:  a  few  ran  out  to  twenty-one 
days,  and  one  to  fix  weeks. 

In  November  there  was  a  remarkable 
increafe  of  fevers,  both  as  to  number  and 
malignity:  they  were  moftly  of  the  low 
kind,  often  petechial,  and  fome  miliary, 
though  neither  of  thefe  eruptions  were  ef- 
fential.  Several  of  them  were  attended 
with  hemorrhages,  and -other  marks  of  col- 
liquation  5  a!fo  feveral  of  them  had  a 
more  remarkable  exacerbation  than  ufual 
in  the  evening.  Many,  both  young  and 
old,  were  carried  off  by  them  5  and  in  feve¬ 
ral  of  thefe  the  change  proved  fudden  and 
unexpefted,  who  died  foon,  viz.  the  fifth, 
fixth,  eighth,  and  tenth  days;  whilft 
others  in  whom  the  fever  was  longer  pro- 
tradled,  as  to  fourteen,  and  about  twenty- 
one  days,  more  frequently  recovered. 

On  the  fudden  change  to  cold  and  frofl: 
at  the  endof  Oftober,  coughs  were  frequent, 
and  three  fatal  quinfies  are  noted  in  the 
bills ;  w^hich  coughs  continued  to  be 
frequent  through  November,  and  proved 
fatal  to  many  of  the  aged  afthmatic. 


/ 


HISTORY  OF 


284 

Rheumatifms  were  frequent  in  Oftober 

JL 

and  November,  and  fome  of  them  were 
obftinate. 


December. 

S. 

s.  w. 

E. 

E. 


S. 


WINTER,  1762,  1763. 

December  was  generally 
foggy,  warm,  and  dry:  little 
2 1  fun,  little  wind,  and  little  froft : 
the  three  lafi  days  a  little  fnow 
and  fleet,  with  brilk  gales  at 
S,  E.  which  were  the  principal' 
winds  of  the  month,  contrary 
to  cuftom.  <  . 


5l 


January, 


S.  E. 

E. 

W. 
N.  E. 

S.  W. 

1 


"  The  weather  of  January  was 
much  like  that  of  December, 
viz.  dry,  foggy,  few  froflis,  and 
of  fhoft  duration ;  and  the  S.E. 
winds  flill  continued  to  prevail, 


February. 

S.  E.  9 

N.  W.  2 

W.  4 

N.  E.  4 

N.  ^ 


*■  / . 

'February  was  alternately 

cloudy,  foggy,  fair,  and  mild, 
and  there  were  frequent  rains : 
the  eleventh  a  heavy  fhower  of 
fnow.  The  S.  E,  winds  conti¬ 
nued 


J 
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nued  to  prevail  to  the  thirteenth  1  E.  i 
of  this  month;  thence  to  the  3*  ' 

end  S.  W.  with  briflc  gales  at 
the  conclufion. 

I 

SUMMARY. 

Spring  dry. 

Summer  dry. 

Autumn  moift. 

Winter  foggy  and  warm,  with  an  un- 
ufual  feries  of  E.  winds. 

Thefe  winds  having  prevailed .  from 
December  the  thirteenth,  to  February  the 
thirteenth,  with  want  of  the  ufual  venti¬ 
lation  from  the  W.  and  S.  W.  were  atr  * 
tended  with  a  fickly  winter;  and  the  ge- 
nius  of  the  prevailing  fever,  as  to  fymptoms 
and  duration,  feems  to  have  been  much 
the  fame  through  the  winter  as  in  No¬ 
vember  laft,  affeding  all  'ages,  often 
proving  fatal,  and  frequently  attended 
with  bilious  vomitings  and  ftools,  and  te- 
nefmus. 

Of 


p 


I 
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Of  thofe  who  recovered  within  a  mo¬ 
derate  extent  of  pradtice. 


5 

3 

3 

2 

2 

] 

I 

I 


7 

'7 

\ 

9 

1/  ^ 
^recovered  in^ 
1 

8 

> 

13 

14 

t 

15 

.23. 

On  the  other  hand, 


Among  thefe,  B.  aged  thirty-eight,  with 
dark  green  ftopls,  and  fome  of  the  worfl: 
fymptoms,  as  anxiety,  fpafms,  delirium, 
and  involuntary  difcharges  :  her  pulfe,  de- 
preffed  before,  rofe  upon  the  bilious  dif¬ 
charges,  and  fhe  was  treated  accordingly, 
the  marks  of  co6lion  appearing  in  the  urine 
the  twenty-third  day  5  and  fhe  recovered. 
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Rheumatifms  and  rheDmatic  fevers 
were  frequent  in  January,  and  feveral 
dyfenteries  occurred  in  December  and 
January. 

Coughs  were  frequent  and  epidemic  in 
December,  nor  was  January  and  Febru-  - 
ary  exempt  from  them. 

The  yearly  bill  large,  viz.  two  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  and  ninety. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

( 

The  highly  inflammatory  and  frequently 
fatal  difeafes  attending  the  dry  fpring  and 
fummer  of  this  year,  and  the  fwell  of  the 
bills  of  mortality,  may  exhibit  a  confir¬ 
mation  of  the  pernicious  effefts  of  uncom¬ 
mon  drought,  as  noted  in  the  year  1761. 

,  The  ficklinefs  of  the  winter  during  the 
long  reign  of  the  eaflerly  winds,  and  un- 
ufual  at  that  feafon,  fhew  the  wholfome- 
nefs  of  the  ventilations  from  the  S.  and 
S.  W. 

I 

SPRING. 


4 
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March*. 

W. 

N.  W. 

s.  w. 

S.  E. 

E. 

N.E. 

S, 


5 

II 

6 

10 

5 

5 

2 

1 

2 


P  R  I  N  G,  1763. 

March  was  moftly  mild  and 
dry,  a  few  frofts  in  the  morn¬ 
ings,  '  particularly  from  the 
eleventh  to  the  fifteenth.  Some 
brifk  gales.  The  principal 
1  winds  W.  and  S.  W, 


April. 

W.  12 

S.  E.  9 

N.  W.  6 

S.  W.  5 

N.  E.  3 

E.  4 

S.  I 

N.  2 


April  was  alternately  fair' 
and  cloudy,  with  frequent  rains, 
and  fornc  fharp  weather  and 
hail  interfperfed,  and  it  ended 
cold,  with  N.  winds.  Elfe  the 
principal  winds  were  W.  and 
about  one-third  E. 


May. 

N.  W. 
W. 

s.  w. 
s. 

S.  E. 

N.  E. 

E.  . 


5 
7 
7 

1 

II 

6 

5 


May  was  very  .dry  and  cool 
for  the  feafon,  efpecially  at  the 
beginning.  The  principal  wind 
S.  E.  and  fome  other  points  of 
the  E. 


Our  endemial  difeafes,  coughs,  de¬ 
fluxions  in  various  fliapes,  diforders  of 

the 
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the  breaft,  and  particularly  tabid  cafes, 
were  frequent  through  the  months  of 
March,  April,  and  May. 

The  fevers  were  lefs  fatal  than  in  win¬ 
ter,  •  Out  of  fixteen  patients  in  a  fmall 
extent  of  praftice,  only  one  died,  and  that 
on  the  tenth  day.  Some'efflorefcences  on  the 
fkin  fornetimes  attended,  and  in. the  word: 
of  the  cafes,  bilious  difcharges  by  vomit 
and  ftool,  as  in  winter ;  and  fome  of  the 
fevers  in  April  partook  of  the  intermittent 
type.  The  greater  number  held  out  to 
the  fourteenth  day,  fewer  to  the  eighteenth 
and  twenty-firft,  and  a  few  recovered  in 
three,  four,  and  five  days. 

During  all  the  fpring-months,  agues 
were  frequent,  efpecially  in  the  country  ; 
and  feveral  pleurifies  attended  this 
quarter. 

S  U  M  M  E.R. 


The  dry  weather  of  May  was 
fucceeded  by  frequent  fiiowers 
in  June,  efpecially  from  •  the 


June. 
W.  , 

S.  W. 

S. 

S.E. 


4 

4 

I 

10 


u 


ninth 
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E- 

N.  E. 

N.  V/. 

N. 


8 


II 

■3 


1 


ninth  day  to  the  end  :  it  was  ge¬ 
nerally  cool  for  the  feafon;  The 
wind  moftly  from  fome  point 
of  the  E. 


July. 

XV. 

E. 

S.  W. 
b.  E. 

S. 

N. 

N.W.  ' 
N.E. 


July  was  a  very  wet  month, 
andmoftly  cold  3  the  thermo¬ 
meter  lower  in  this  month  than 

< 

for  feveral  years  paft.  The 

I 

principal  -wind  S.  W.  Several 
fmart  breezes. 


Auguft. 

S.W.  16 

S.E.  5 

W.  20 

N.  W.  c 

S.  b 

E.  I 


The  rainy  weather  continued 
to  the  twentieth  of  Auguft  3  fo 
that  from  the  beginning  of  this 
month  to  the  twentieth,  there 
was  fcarce  a  day  free  from  rain. 
From  thence  to  the  end  moftly 
fair.  The  principal  winds  S.  W. 
and  W. 


A  remarkably  cold  and  wet  fummer, 
but  healthy,  excepting  the  rheumatifm 
both  acute  and  chronical,  which  meatlv 
prevailed  .  through  the  three  fummer- 

months, 
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months,  owing  apparently  to  the  cold  and 
moifture  of  the  feafon  ;  and  in  Steeven’s 
hofpital  hemiphlegias  were  very  frequent, 
perhaps  from  the  famecaufe. 

The  fevers  which  occurred  were  not 
attended  with  any  remarkable  malignity. 
Several  of  them  were  of  the  eruptive  kind; 
the  time  of  the  eruption  was  various,  as 
was  likev/ife  the  duration  of  the  fever, 
viz.  to  the  fixth,  feventh,  eleventh,  thir¬ 
teenth,  eighteenth,  twentieth,  and  twenty- 
fourth  days  5  and  feveral  of  them  were  at- 
tended  with  fmart  purging;  and  faline 
cryftals  in  the  urine  were  generally  feen 
on  the  critical  days,  with  an  alleviation  of 
the  fymptorns. 

The  intermittent  fever,  which  was  ob- 
ferved  in  the  fpring,  did  not  wholly  difap- 
pear  in  fummer. 

Auguft  v/as  not  wholly  exempt  from 
diarrhoeas,  dyfenteries,  and  the  cholera, 
but  not  at  all  epidemic,  nor  fo  prevalent 
as  in  hotter  feafons,  as  appears  from  the 
accounts  given  of  former  years. 

U  2 
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AUTUMN. 


September. 

S.E.  5 

W.  10 

N.  W.  3 

S.  W.  7 

N.  2 

N.  E.  6 

E.  2 


September  was  alternately 

\ 

cloudy,  gloomy,  and  fair,  with 
a  little  rain  interfperfed  ;  but 
not  much,  except  on  the  firfl 
and  nineteenth,  cool  for  the 
feafon.  The  principal  winds 
W.  and  S.  W.  A  ftorm  the 
tenth  at  S.  W. 


0<5lober. 


S.  E. 

n.e. 

N. 

W. 

N.  W. 
S.  W. 
E. 

S. 


Q 

J 

5 

I 

5 

7 

9 

4 

1 


The  fecond  and  third  days 
of  Oftober  were  memorable  for 
jtheftorm  at  N.E.  and  a  vaft 
fail  of  rain,  and  great  floods, 
common  to  us  and  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  :  olherwife  it  was  a  plea- 

fan  t  month,  and  moftly  fair, 

« 

with  feveral  fummer-Iike  days, 
and  fome  little  frofls ;  yet  the 
hygrometer  confiderably  heavier 
than  laft  month,  the  moifture 
from  the  floods  not  having 
been  exhaled.  The  principal 
winds  S.  E.  and  S.  W. 


No- 
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November  was  mild^  dry, 
and  fair,  with  alternities  of 
cloudy  and  hazy  weather.  The 
eighteenth  a  fmart  froft:  the 
nineteenth  a  deep  fnow,  the 
twenty-fixth  rainy,  the  fecond 
and  laft  windy.  The  principal 
wind  W. 

f 

In  September  difeafes  of  the  bowels,  as 
the  diarrhoea  and  tenefmus,  were  fre- 
quent. 

The  autumn  was  more  fickly  than  the 
fummer,  being  attended  with  fevers  that 
proved  fatal  to  feveral,  whilft  others  emer¬ 
ged  from  the  worft  fjmptoms;  thofe  were 
moftly  of  the  miliary  kind,  the  eruptions  ^ 
appearing  from  the  tenth  to  the  thir¬ 
teenth  day.  They,  had  generally  been 
bled  in  the  beginning,  and  bore  that 
evacuation  well /and  bliftering  in  the 
low  depreffed  pulfe  was  of  Angular 
fervice. 

U  3 


November. 
W.  12 

S.  W. 

N.  W. 

£. 

N. 

S.  E. 

S. 

N.  E.  ' 


9 

6 

5 

3 

2 

2 

I 


Among 
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3 

'6  ' 

3 

5 

2 

terminated  in  ^ 

2 

• 

8 

1 

— 

J9. 

and’  mod  or  all  recovered. 

A  fymptomatic  eryiipelatous  fever  was 
alfo  frequent  this  quarter,  as  were  coughs 
and  colds  in  Odlober  and  November. 

WINTER,  17^3,  1764. 
December.  There  was  a  great  dorm  the 
fird  of  December,  as  alfo  the 
twenty-  eighth  and  twenty- 
ninth.  The  red  of  the  month 
was  remarkable  for  the  great 

quantity  of  rain  that  fell,  being 

( 

more  than  what  had  fallen  in 
the  fame  fpace  of  time  for  ma¬ 
ny  years.  The  great  quantity 
that  fell  on  the  twelfth  was  not 
equal  to  that  of  lad  Oftober  the 
fecond,  but  both  were  attended 
Z  with 


W. 
S.w. 
S.  E. 
N.  E. 
N. 

N.  W. 
E. 


6 

II 

4 

6 

I 

7 


/ 
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with  a  N.  E.  wind  :  but  the 
depth  of  rain  this  whole  month 
was  much  greater  than  in  that, 
viz.  3  3  TT  inches  3  whereas  in 
October  the  depth  was  but 
20  tV.  There  was  fome  fnow 
and  fleet,  and  a  few  fair  days. 

The  principal  wind  S.  W. 

The  beginning  of  January 
was  frofty,.  the  reft  v/et  and 
ftormy,  with  great  floods,  which, 
were  common  to  us  and  moft 
or  all  parts  of  Europe,  being 
an  extraordinarily '  moift  fea- 
fon..  Some  few  frofts.  The 
principal  winds  S.  W.  and 
W.  1 


January. 
S.'W.  16 

E.  . 

W. 

S.  £. 

N.E. 

N.  W. 

N., 


'I 


I 

13 

I 

I 

4 

I 


In  February  were  frequent 

rains,  fome  hail  and  ftorms, 

and  fome  frofts,  and  the  month 

•* 

ended  with  a'great  fall  of  fnow 
for  fevcral  days,  with  N.  E. 

U  4 


February. 
W.  12 

S.  E.  .3 

S.  W.  12 

N.  W.  2 

E.  2 


winds : 
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N.  I  winds ;  elfe  the  winds  were 
^  S.W.  and  W. 


The  coughs  and  catarrhs  which  attend¬ 
ed  laft  aiiturnn,  continued  through  the 
winter. 

In  December  diarrhoeas  were  frequent, 
and  feveral  of  the  fevers  that  attended, 
attacked  the  bowels* 

Rheumatic  fevers  were  frequent  through 
the  three  winter-^months :  alfo  forne  ca¬ 
tarrhal,  and  a  few  of  the  miliary  kind, 
were  obferved  in  December  and  January. 

Among  the  feveral  fevers  that  occur- 
cd  to  the  obferver  this  quarter. 


2 

2 

2 

2 


"i 2  or  13" 

terminated 

I  Q 

>  .  H 

in  . 

2  I 

J 

7 

y  days. 


The  yearly  bill  was  two  thoufand  fix- 

I 

hundred  and  five. 

Dr.  Short  of  Yorkfhire,  a  diligent  ob¬ 
ferver  of  the  weather  and  difeafes,  remark¬ 
ed  concerning  this  the  feventy-fourth  year 


of 


I 
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of  his  age,  that  it  has  been  the  wetteft, 
and  v/ithal  the  moft  healthy,  that  he  has 
known.  It  is  true,  our  yearly  bill  is 
larger  than  that  of  laft  year,  though  lefs 
than  any  other  fince  1759  to  i  765  inclu- 
five;  and,  on  the  whole,  this  v/as  not  a 
fickly  year :  for  though  the  fummer  was 
iinufually  wet,  it  was  healthy,  and  though 
thefeversdn  autumn  proved  fatal  to  divers, 
yet  not  a  few  recovered  from  the  worfl: 
fymptoms ;  nor  was  the  winter  in  general 
a  fickly  one. 

S  U  M  M  A  R  Y. 

Spring  mild. 

Summer  wet  and  cool. 

Autumn  variable. 

Winter  wet,  with  great  floods  and 
ftorms. 

OBSERVATION. 

The  wet  fummer,  particularly  thc^ 

» 

month  of  Auguft,  was  .lefs  productive  of 
diarrhoeas,  dyfenteries,  and  the  cholera, 

than 
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than  drier  and  warmer  feafons,  as  appears 
from  1761  and  1740,  compared  to  this 
and  other  moift  feafons,  which  feems  to 
furnifh  occafion  for  refuting  a  vulgar  and 
long  eftablifhed  error  and  prejudice  re- 
fpefting  the  caufe  of  thefe  difeafes,  which 
have  been  ordinarily  attributed  to  an  ob- 
ftrucled  perfpiration  and  the  ufe  of  fruit 
in  the  fummer  and  autumn ;  whereas  it 
is  pretty  clear  to  me,  that  the  ufual  preva¬ 
lence  of  thefe  difeafes  at  thefe  feafons  is 
owing  to  neither  of  thefe  caufes  :  for,  as 
to  the  firft,  thefe  diforders  are  obferved  to 
commence  in  the  height  of  fummer,  even 
in  July  and  Auguft,  before  an  obftrufted 
perfpiration  takes  place,  and  to  prevail 
more  in  dry  and  hot  fummers,  than  in  wet 
and  cold  ones  ;  and  confequently  in  feafons 
wherein  the  juices  of  fruits  are  lefs  crude, 
more  concodled,  and  more  wholefome, 
and  are  indeed  a  bountiful  provifion  of 
nature  in  thofe  feafons,  to  allay  our  thirft, 
and  temper  the  heat  and  acrimony  of  the 
bile  and  other  juices  in  the  fummer  feafon, 

and 
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and  are  undoubtedly  very  wholefome, 
except  to  a  few  valetudinarians  ;  fo  that 
the  prevalence  of  thefe  diforders  in  fum- 
meV,  and  at  the  latter  end  of  it,  appear 
plainly  to  me  to  be  rather  owing  to  an  ex¬ 
altation  or  increafed  acrimony  of  the  bile 
and  other  juices  in  that  feafon. 

N.  B.  Laft  November  we  had  an  ac¬ 
count  from  Denmark  of  an  epidemic  ca¬ 
tarrh  among  horfes,  and  that  the  dogs  were 
infefted  by  lying  in  the  ftables  among 
them  5  and  from  Madrid,  May  the  5th, 
that  900  dogs  died  in  one  day ;  and  from 
Genoa  of  a  mortality  among  the  poultry  ; 
and  May  1 9,  from  Cadiz,  a  like  account, 
and  that  the  dlfeafe  Vvas  fatal  chiefly  to 
hens.  Thomas  Weatheralt,  furgeon, 
refident  at  Doneralle,  January  2,  inform¬ 
ed  me,  that  there  was  then  a  plague 

\ 

among  the  dogs,  wliich,  by  the  fequel,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  a  catarrhal  fever,  «viz. 
thefymptoms  were  a  great  difcharge  of  a 
gleety  humour  from  the  nofe  and  eyes,  a 
"  difficulty  of  breathing,  a  violent  beating  of 

the 
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the  heart,  alfo  convulfions,’  and  great 
weaknefs  in  the  back,  and  in  the  hind 
legs  :  that  ' the  old  dogs  recovered  if  they 
got  three  or  four  dofes  of  pills  made  of 
fulphur,  antimony,  and  tar,  but  that  the 
young  puppies  died  whether  they  got  the 
medicine  or  not,  and  that  it  was  conta¬ 
gious  ;  and  I  am  lince  informed  thaf  this 
difeafe  alfo  reached  feveral  of  the  fame  fpe- 
cies  of  animals  in  and  near  Dublin. 

SPRING,  1764. 

March  was  moftly.dry  and 
fair  ;  much  March-duft  ;  a 
little  fnow  fometimes  about  the 
beginning  ;  fome  brilk  gales  at 
S.  W.  which,  and  feme  point 
of  the  E.  were  the  principal 
winds. . 

April  was  moftly  dry  and 
cool  (the  thermometer  du¬ 
ring  the  eclipfe  of  the  fun  fell 
confiderably)  not  fiich  frequent 

.  Ihowers 


.  March. 

N.  E.  9* 

N.  W.  *  4 
S.  E.  6 

W.  2 

S.W.  12 
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E.  I 
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fhowers  as  ufual :  fome  few  w  7 
fummer-like  days,  and  fome  E.  2 
few  fnow  and  hail.  The 
principal  winds  at  fome  point 
of  the  E.  or  N.  Briik  gales  / 
at  the  beginning  and  end. 


May  was  generally  dry  :  now 
and  then  a  little  rain  :  cool  for 
the  feafon  :  fome  fhowers  of 
hail  :  the  twenty-*iifth  hot. 
Windy  about  the  beginning 
at  S.  W.  which  was  the  prin-j 
cipal  wind,  though  frequent¬ 
ly  fome  point  of  the  N.  or  E. 


May. 

N.W. 

S.  E. 

N.  E. 

N.  W. 
W. 

N. 

E. 


20 

7 

3 

6 

5 

2 

2 


It  was  a  very  healthy  fpring,  infomuch 
that  to  one  in  a'moderate  extent  of  prac¬ 
tice  there  occurred  but  one  fever  daring 


the  whole  quarter,  which  finlflied  its  courfe 
in  fourteen  days;  but  others  met  with  a 
confiderable  number  of  fevers,  attended 
with  aphtha,  which  feemed  to  extend  from 
the  mouth  through  the  whole  tract  of  the 
inteflines,  and  withal  were  attended  with 
miliary  eruptions :  they  were  tedious,  biit 
lot  mortal.  '  Amies 
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Agues  were  frequent  in  March  and 
May,  but  flight  ;  and  coughs,  colds,  tu¬ 
mours  of  the  jaws,  afthmas,  fome  hsemop-  ' 
toes,  and  tabid  cafes,  were  the  chief  difor-  ' 
ders :  to  which  add,  that  feveral  children 
died  fuddenly  with  a  hooping  and  fuffo- 
cation,  but  no  cough  ;  and  in  one  of  them 
opened,  no  caufe  of  death,  appeared,  the 
lungs  being  perfeftly  found. 


SUMMER. 


June.  jfj  June  the  wea'ther  was 


2  • 

^ !  variable,  but  rather  inclined  to 
^  wet  3  for  the  firft  fix  days  were 


S.  E.  14  fair,  thence  to  the  tv/enty-fe- 


^  j  cond  alternately  fair  and  clou- 
5  dy.  The  feventb,  twenty- 


third,  twenty- fifth,  and  twenty- 
eighth,  plenty  of  rain  from  the 


S.  E.  The  principal  wind 
'  S.  E. 


Jriy.  Throughout  the  month  of 

S  V/.  12 

s!  e/  7  J.^^y  were  frequent  rains 

the 
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V 

the  feventeenth  and  thirtieth 
much  rain  :  fome  few  fultry 
days  5  elfe  cool  for  the  feafon. 

Some  brilk  gales.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  winds  S.  W.  and  W. 

A  fine  hay-harveft ;  but  the 
wall-fruits  failed.  - 

The  weather  continued  to 
be  cool  and  moifl  in  Auguft, 
v/ith  frequent  rains  till  the 
twentieth,  thence  to  the  end 
moftly  fair  and  warm,  with 
•S.  E.  winds :  the  twenty- 
eighth  rain.  The  principal 
winds  S.  W.  and  W. 

Through  the  greateft  part  of  fummer 
fevers  became  much  more  frequent  than 
in  Spring,  but  far  from  being  malignant 
or  mortal.  Many  of  them  finifhed  their 
courfe  in  fix,  feven,  eight,  or  nine  days, 
mofi:  frequently  in  feven.  A  few  others 
were  protradled  to  the  fburteenth,  fif¬ 
teenth. 


N.  W. 
N. 

N.E. 

E. 

W. 

s. 


5 

2 


Auguft. 

w.  •  9 

N.  W.  6 
S.  W.  TO 
N.  2 

E.  .  2 

N.  E.  2 
S.  E.  II 
S.  i 


N> 
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teentb,  feventeentli,  twenty-firft,  and 
twenty-eighth  day.  The  crifis  was  moflly 
-by  fweat,  or  by  a  flight  diarrhoea,  with 
fliarp  ftools,  and  a  tenefmus :  often  by . 
both  ftoo!  and  fweat ;  and  where  it  was 
by  llool  only,  it  was  lefs  perfedl. 

Tbofe  that  terminated  foon  were  fre- 

V  , 

quently  attended  with  relapfes :  in  thofe 
that  }afled  longer,  the  fymptoms  were 
more  heavy,  from  v/hich,  ho\vever,  the  pa¬ 
tients  emerged  with  a”  little  proper  af- 
fiftance. 

Miliary  fevers  were  frequent,  and,  as 
ufual,  of  long'  duration,  but  not  re- 
xnarkabiy  fatal  j  and,  indeed,  from  the 
teftimony  of  an  elder  brother  refident  in 
Dublin  near  fifty  years,  this  city  is  feW 
dom  free  from.,  this  kind  of  fever  lefs  or 
more.  , 

A  few  irregular  agues  attended  the 
months  of  June  and  July,  and  fome  of 
the  continuals  had  regular  periodical  ex¬ 
acerbations;  in  the  evening  the  fymptoms 
moftly  inflammatory,  and  the  blood  very 

fizy : 


V 
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fizey  r;fome  of  them- terminated  in  a^. 
intermiffion  in  July. 

As  in  the  fpring  feveral  children  were 
taken  off  with  a  fudden  fufFocation,  feve¬ 
ral  other  inftances  of  the  like  kind  oc- 
curred  in  July,  onp  of  whom  (a  child  of  ^ 
a  year  old)  died  in  lefs  than  twenty-four 
'  hours,  notwithftanding  three  bleedings,  a 
vomit,  and  a  blifter,  in  that  ftiort  fpace 
of  time, 

<■  ^  * 

•'  A  U  T  U  M  N. 


The  fair  weather  of  near 

^  • 

three  weeks  of  laft  month  con- 
tinned  in  fome  raeafure  to  the 

s  • 

eighth  of  September ;  foon  af¬ 
ter  rain,  wind,  and  cold  weather 
fucceeded:  the  thirteenth,  four¬ 
teenth,  and  fifteenth  particular- 
ly,  ftdrmy  and  wet ;  the  reft  of 
the  month  variable.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  winds  S.  W.  and  W. 


September. 

S.W.  17 

W. 

N. 

E. 

N.W. 

N.E.  I 


X 


October 


vr> 
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October.  1 

N.  W.  13 

W.  13 

S.W.  10 

S.  3 

N.  4 


OiSlober  was  cloudy,  wet, 
and  alternately  fair,  fometimes 
frofty  :  there  was  a  fudden  on- 
fet  as  of  winter,  yet  the  twen- 
ty-firfl:  was  fultry.  There 
were  fmart  gales  frequently. 
The  principal  winds  W.  and 


N.W.. 


November  was  alternately 
cloudy,  hazy,  fair,  and  fre¬ 
quently  wet,  particularly  on 
the  eighth  and  ninth  fell  much 
rain.  Some  brifk  gales  the 
fore  part  of  the  month  y  about 
the  middle  fome  froft  and  fome 

fliowers  of  hail :  thence  to  the 

•> 

end  cloudy  and  moift.  The 

* 

principal  winds  the  fore  part 
of  the  month  W.‘  the  latter 
N.E.  E.  andN. 

^  ■  /  -v/**  --v 

A  * 

The  fair  weather,  which  clofed  a  moift 
and  cold  fummer,  at  the  end  of  Auguft 

and 


November. 
S.W.  3 

W.  8 

N.  W.  4 

S.  E.  4 

N.  '  6 

N.  E.  6 

E.  6 
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and  beginning  of  September,  was  remark¬ 
ably  healthy. 

Several  choleras  attended  the  month  of 
September,  as  alfo  diarrhoeas  and  a  few 
dyfenteries,  but  far  from  being  fevere  : 
on  the  contrary,  feveral  of  them  did  not 
require  medical  affiftance. 

The  fevers  which  attended  September 
and  October,  efpecially  among  the  poor, 
were  mild  and  favourable,  though  fre¬ 
quently  running  through  wdiole  families; 
and  even  fome  of  the  petechial  manifeded 
nothing  malignant ;  though  one  inftance 
of  the  miliary  kind  occurred  to  the 
compiler  of  thefe  obfervations,  with  a 
ftrong  pulfe  and  fizey  blood,  who,  not- 
withftanding  all  endeavours,  died  the 
eleventh  day. 

The  greater  number  of  fevers  w’hich 
occurred  in  the  three  autumnal  months 
te:rminated  in  feven  days,  fome  few  in  four, 
five,  or  fix  days,  more  rarely  in  fourteen  ; 
and  moftly  by  fweat.  Relapfes  were  fre¬ 
quent,  efpecially  in  thofe  that  terminated 
foon. 

Dif. 


X  2 


3o8  history  of 

Diforders  of  the  ftomacli  and  bowels 
became  lefs  frequent  in  Oftober.  Upon 
the  whole,  September  and  Oftober  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  comparatively  healthy  j 
but  November  Vv^as  more  fickly,  and  in¬ 
flammatory  fevers,  w^hich  feem  to  have 
been  the  prevailing  kind  for  fome  time 
paft,  became  more  frequent,  yet  not  re¬ 
markably  mortal,  and  fome  of  them 
had  evident  remiffions. 

•  * 

/ 

WINTER,  1764,  1765; 

December  was  a  warm  month 
for  the  fcafon,  though  not 
wholly  without  a  little  froft 
or  fnow,  the  lafl:  particularly 
on  the  nineteenth  5  frequent  , 
fogs  of  the  moifl:  kind,  and 
alternately  cloudy,  wet,  and 
fair,  though  not  much  rain, 
except  on  the  fourth  and  fixth  : 
the  fifth,  fixth, .  feventh,  and 
eighteenth,  ftormy.  The  prin¬ 
cipal 


December. 

S.W.  9 

S.  E.  14 

.W.  5 

E.  5 

N.  1 

N.  E.  2 

S,  I 
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cipal  winds  S.E.  next  S.W.l 
both  rnoift.  I 


January  was  generally  moift 
and  warm,  very  little  froft,  a 
good  deal  of  rain  and  floods, 
frequent  fogs,  but  not  with 
froft  :  the  month  ended  fair, 
and  fummer-like.  Smart  gales 
the  ninth,  eleventh,  and  fix- 
teenth.  The  principal  winds 
S.W.and  S.  E.  as  In  laft  month, 
and  both  equally  moift. 

February  was  very  cold,  with 
abundance.of  fnow,  more  than 
for  many  years  paft  3  alfo  fre¬ 
quent  frofts,  and  fome  hail.  The 
principal  winds  at  fome  point 
of  the  N.  or  E.  The  twenty - 
fixth  a  brilk  gale  at  S.  W, 


January. 


S.  E. 
E. 

W. 

s.w. 

N. 


N.  W.  2 


February. 

S.E. 

N.  ^ 

E. 

S. 

N.W. 
S.W. 
N.E, 
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3 

3 

3 
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Spring  moftly  dry  and  cool. 

Summer  cool  and  mold. 

Autumn  variable. 

*  t 

Winter  warrh  and  moift,  except  Fe¬ 
bruary. 

The  \vinter  in  general  was  healthy.  The 
acute  inflammatory  fever^s,  mentioned  lafl; 
■quarter,  attended  alfo  the  month  of  De¬ 
cember,  the  greater  part  of  which  ended 
in  five  days  with  a  critical  fweat,  and 
they  were  fubjeft  to  ^flight  relapfes;-  and 
in  January  and, February  the  ilate  of  the 

t 

fevers  was  partly  the  fame,  though  fome 
of  them  ran  out  to  fourteen,  feventeen, 
and  twenty  days;  and  two  of  thefe  laft- 
emerged  with  difficulty  with  a  critical 
diarrhoea., 

Tumo.ur^  of  th^  jaws  and  parotids  wer^ 
epidemical  through  the  month  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  and  continued  in  January  ;  and 
fome  coughs  and  afthmas  attended  both 
thefe  months. 


In 
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In  February  there  was  a  fudden  tran- 
fition  from  the  mild  weather  to  intenft' 
cold,  with  frequent  fnows  and  frofts,  and 
coughs  became  frequent  and  truly  epide¬ 
mic,  fcarce  fparing  a  family  in  the  city : 
alfo  fbme  difeafes  of  the  bowels,  par¬ 
ticularly  diarrhoeas  and  dyfenteries,  be¬ 
came  frequent. 

9 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  exceffive  moifture  of  the  winter 
this  year,  fucceeded  by  a  dry  and  health¬ 
ful  fpring,  .may  fhew  how  the  mifchiefs  of 
one  extreme  may  be  correfled  by  its 
contrary  fiicceeding,  aivJ  indicate  the 
expediency  of  a  retrofpe6Iion  upon  thefe 
occafions. 

The  Rate  of  difeafes  in  the  fummer 
1764,  may  be  added  to  the  other  in- 
ftances  above  of  the  comparative  healthi- 
nefs  of  wet  feafons. 

The  bill  of  mortality  in  Dublin  this 
year  was  two  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  feven,  being  two  hundred  and  ninety- 

X  4  eight 
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eight  lefs  than  in  1763*  Likewife  in 
London  there  was  a  decreafe  of  two  thou- 
fand  nine  hundred  and  forty-one  in  their 
yearly  bill  >  and  in  Anifterdam  there  was 
a  decreafe  of  one  thouftnd  two  hundred 
and  ninety-one;  and  with  us  the  winter 
of  this  year,  as  well  as  the  laft,  was  an 
open  wet  one,  and  fucceeded  likewife  a 
wet  and  cold  fummer :  and  the  hygro¬ 
meter  in  1764  was  to  that  in  1763,  as 
three  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
feven,  to  three  thoufand  feven  hundred 
feventy-fivej  fo  that  this  year,  as  it  was 
wetter  than  the  preceding,  was  propor- 
tionably  more  healthy  :  and  in  the  year 
1765,  wherein  the  mean  weight  of  the 
hygrometer  was  three  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-four,  and  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  rain  confiderably  greater  than  in 
1764,  it  was  ft  ill  more  healthy  i  and  the 
decreafe  in  the  bills  of  mortality,  ending 
in  December  1765,  was  ftill  more  con- 
liderahle^  being  two  thoufand  two  hijit- 
dred  and  feventy-five,. 

To 


? 
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To  the  Inftances  of  mortalities  among 
other  animals  mentioned  laft  year,  it  may 
be  proper  to  add,  that  this  fpring  we  had 
an  account  of  a  mortality  among  fwine 
and  horfes  in  Italy;  and  in  June,  from 
Provence  in  France,  of  a  mortality  among 
their  horfes  and  mules ;  and  in  Auguft, 
from  Sweden,  that  there  was  a  mortality 
among  horned  cattle,  the  I  horfes,  flieep, 
goats,  and  fwine. 

Thefe  accounts  feemed  to  be  fome- 
what  alarming;  and  are  here  recorded 
and  recommended  to  further  obfervation, 
how  far  fuch  mortal  epidemical  difeafes 
among  the  brutes  may,  or  may  not,  be  a 
prelude  to  the  peftilence  among  men, 
which  by  the  divine  poet  is  defcribed  to 
walk  in  darknefs,  Pfalm  xci.  .6. 


SPRING,  1765. 


.  In  March  the  weather  was 
various  as  ufual ;  frequent  frofts, 
hai!>  and  fiiow,  alfo  frequent 

rains,  and  ftormy  weather : 

\ 
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S.  E. 

s.w. 


4 

14 


the  laft  week  a  change  to  a 
warmer  ftate.  The  principal 


wind  S.  W. 


\ 


April. 

S. 

S.W. 

w. 

S.  E. 

N.  W, 
N.  E. 

N. 

E. 


3 

6 

ir 

3 

4 

5 
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Throughout  the  month  of 
April  there  were  frequciv  rains, 
and  from  the  fifth  to  tne  tenth 
it  w^as  very  windy.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  winch)  W.  and  S.  W. 


4 


May. 

N.  E.  8 

S.  E.  12 

W.  4 

E.  3 

N.  3 

W.  6 

tvoiu  uiics,,  iuiiic  nuai  liuiia,' 

and  a  fmart  fhower  of  hail 
the  twenty^fourth.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  winds  S.  E.  and  N.  E. 


May  was  ,  moflly  fair  and 
dry;  there  were  but  few  hot 
days,  V.  g.  'the  feventh,  twelfth, 
and  thirteenth.  Some  (harp, 


The  epidemic  coughs,  noted  to  have 
been  introduced  with  the  great  fnow  in 
.February,  continued  to  prevail  in  March, 
and  thofe  of  tabid  difpofitions  fuffered 
much  ;  arid  coughs  continued  to  be  fre¬ 
quent 
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quent  through  the  months  of  April  and 
May. 

Diarrhoeas  and  dyfenteries  continued  to 
be  frequent  in  the  month  of  March, 

Defluxions  in  various  lhapes  attended 

**■ 

the  months  of  April  and  May,  v.  g.  vio¬ 
lent  pains  of  the  head  and  in  the  ears, 
tumours  in  the  fauces  and  parotids,  and 
ophthalmies.  ^ 

'  Agues  were  more  frequent  this  fpring 
than  for  feveral  years  paft. 

The  fevers  which  attended  the  three 
fpring-months  were  neither  epidemical 
nor  mortal :  they  were  frequently  of  the 
miliary  kind,  and  flower  than  thofe  in 
December  laft,  the  greater  part  being 
protrafted  to  the  twenty-firfl:  day,  or 
nearly,  and  not  unfrequently  attacking 
the  bowels,  attended  with  a  diarrhoea 
and  fometimes  with  apthae. 


SUMMER. 

The  dry  weather  o£  May 
continued  through  the  greatefl: 

I 


June, 

E.  5 

N.'E.  '  ”3, 

parr 
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6 

9 

6 

5 

I 


part  of  June,  though  there 
was  a  little  more  rain  in  this 
than  in  the  laft  month.  The 
principal  winds,  though  more 
from  the  W.  were  ftill  from 
fome  point  of  the  E. 


8 

IG 

13 

5 

2 

1 


The  dry  weather  continued 
through  July  :  it  was  cool  to 
the  eleventh  or  twelfth,  thence 
to  the  end  moflly  warm.  Some 
brilk  gales  the  feventh,  eighth, 
and  twenty-fifth.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  winds  W.  S.  E.  and  N. 


W. 


4 

5 
7 

II 

2 

3 

4 
3 


The  unufual  drought  of 
the  three  preceding  months 
continued  to  the  third  and 
fourth  of  Auguft,  when, a  little 
rain  fucceeded,  and  was  inter- 
fperfed  through  the  month,  but 
in  no  great  plenty.  From  the 
[nineteenth  to  the  twenty-fecond 

warm. 
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warm,  fultry,  and  moiR.  The  ,  . 

principal  winds  S.  W.  and  W. 

It  was  a  healthy  fummer  5  and  yet  ca¬ 
tarrhs,  coughs,  and  afthmas,  our  cn- 
demial  difeafes,  Vvcre  frequent  through 
the  three  fummer-montlis. 

Intermitting  fevers,  which  began  laft 
fpring,  attended  the  months  of  June  and 
July,  though  often  of  an  anomalous  kind  ; 
and  in  July  fome  of  the  continuals  af- 
fumed  the  form  of  intermittents. 

The  (late  of  the  continuals  feems  to 
have  been  much  alike  in  June  and  July, 
viz.  that  though  there  were  fome  few  in- 
ftances  of  the  flow  kind  running  out  to 
about  three  weeks,  yet  there  was  a  far 
greater  number  of  the  more  acute  and 
more  favourable  kind,  which  hardly  re¬ 
quired  medical  affiftance,  being  carried 
off  in  a  few  days  by  a  fpontaneous  fwcat 
and  proper  regimen. 

In  Auguft  diarrhceas,  dyfenteries,  and 
choleras  occurred^  though  for  the  moft 

part 
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part  flight,  and  fcarce  requiring  the  allifl:- 
ance  of  the  phyfician ;  yet  there  were 
fome  few  inflances  of  choleras  that  proved 
mortal,  and  feveral  fore  throats  attended 
the  end  of  the  month. 


September. 


S.W. 

w. 

s. 

N.  E. 
S.  E. 
N.  W. 
E. 


9 

15 

2 

2 

5 

5 

1 


October. 
S.W.  8 

N.  W.  7 

W.  15 

N.  E.  I 

E.  2 

N.  2 

S.  E.  2 

S.  I 

I 

November. 

W.  5 

N.  W.  7 


AUTUMN; 

In  September  the  weather 
was  variable,  ferene,  and  cloudy, 
and  frequent  rains  were  inter- 
fperfed  :  there  were  fome  brilk 
gales,  and  the  month  ended 
with  a  ftorm :  it  was  warmer 
than  for  fome  years  pafl:.  The 
principal  winds  W.  and  S.  W. 

In  Oiloher  the  weather  was 
variable,  and  frequent  rains 
attended  ;  not  much  wind,  ex¬ 
cept  the  firfl:  and  twenty-fixth 
days.  The  principal  wind-s 
W.  and  S.  W.  . 

In  November,  it  was  fair 
for  the  feafon,  very  little  rain  : 

very 
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very  mild,  except  fome  flight 
froft,  and  one  fliower  of  fnow. 
The  twenty-fifth  at  night  a 
ftorm.  The  principal  wind 


S.  W. 


N. 

S.  W. 
N.E. 

S.  E. 


The  fore  throats  obferved  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  laft  quarter  were  frequent  in 
September,'  as  were  alfo  diarrhoeas  and 
dyfenteries ;  and  fame  choleras  occurred. 

Alfo  in  October  feveral  diarrhoeas  and 
dyfenteric  diforders  attended,  fome  of 
which  laft  put  on  an  intermitting  type, 
and  gave  way  to  the  cortex. 

Several  inftances  of  the  acute  fevers 

t 

frequent  in  this  city,  terminating  im  five  or 
fix  days,  occurred  in  October  and  Novem¬ 
ber,  with  a  very  imperfefit  crifis  by  fweat, 
being  attended,  with  frequent  felapfes, 
fometimes  to  a  third  or  fourth  time ; 
and  in  feveral  of  rhefe  the  bowels  were 
remarkably  affefted. 

Sxime  miliary  fevers  appeared  this  au¬ 
tumn,  which  bore  evacuations  very  well  ; 

and 
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0 

and  feveral  of  them  attacked  thofe  of 
ftrong  conftitutions. 

Befides  the  more  frequent  term  of 
three  weeks  or  a  month,  I  was  informed 
of  fome  of  thefe  which  ran  out  to  forty 
days,  and  even  three  months,  allowing 
for  fome  intervals  between  the  relapfes : 
nor  is  this  peculiar  to  us ;  for  Hippo¬ 
crates,  in  his  Epidemics,  gives  fome,  thodgh 
but  few,  inftances  of  fevers  whofe  crifis 
was  protrafted  to  the  fortieth,  to  the  feven- 
tieth,  and  of  another,  which,  after  an 
apyrexy  of  feven  days,  came  to  a  per¬ 
fect  crifis  on  the  eightieth  day.  " 

Bilious  fevers  were  alfo  frequent  this 
autumn,  though  not  of  long  duration, 
nor  malignant,  but  attended  with  a  jaun¬ 
dice,  and  a  highly  faturated  urine,  and 
fometimes  complicated  with  fomething 
dyfenteric. 

Coughs,  dlfordeirs  of  the  lungs,  and 
defluxions  were  pretty  frequent  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  and  coughs  in  particular  more  fo 
in  November,  efpecially  among  children;' 

ind 
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and  in  fever al  of  thefe  attended  with  a 
fever,  as  in  the  meazles,  but'  without  any 
fubfequent  eruption  upon  the  fkin,  except 
a  preternatural  rednefs  in  fome,. 

A  great  part  of  November  was  remark¬ 
able  for  fine  w'eather,  and  lefs  calls  than 
ufual.  •  ■  ,  * 


WINTER,  1765,  i76(5* 

December  was  moftly  dry, 
cairn,  and  foggy,  with  a  good 
deal  of  frofti  The  ’  tenth  a 
glut  of  rain,  and  a  ftorm  at 
night.  The  winds  more  eafterly 
than  ufual  this  month,  the 
principal  wind  '  Tiaving  been 
S.  E. 


December, 

S.E.  9 

S.  W.  7 

W.  6 

N.  W.  5 


The  froft  mentioned  laft 
month  continued  to  the  middle 
of  January,  viz.  about  eigh¬ 
teen  days  i  the  reft  of  the 
month  gloomy,  foggy,  and  moift. 
Very  little  wind  this  month. 


January. 

S.  E.  5 

W.  12 

N.E.  2 

N.  W.  2 

S.  W.  4 


and 
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and  the  barometer  very  high. 
Winds  W.  S.  E.  and  S.  W. 


February. 
S.  W.  6 

W.  7 

N.  W.  2 

N.  2 

N.E.  6 

E.  5 

S.E.  « 


In  February,  after  fome  froft 
and  fnow  interfperfed  for  fe- 
veral  days,  on,  the  eleventh’^ 
twelfth,  and  thirteenth,  fell  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  fnow, 
attended  with  N.  E.  winds  j  the 
reft  of  the  -month  generally 
gloomy,  hazy,  and  foggy.  The 
principal  winds  from  fome  point 
of  the  E.  or  N* 


Coughs,  afthmas,  fore  throats,  and 
fome  fporadic  difeafes  in  the  primse  viae 
attended  the  month  of  December. 

Of  the  few  fevers  which  occurred  in 
this  month,  one  terminated  by  an  im- 
perfeft  crifis  in  eight  days,  another  proved 
fatal  in  lix  weeks,  after  frequent  horrors, 
and  a  lateritious  fediment  in  the  urine. 

In  January,  with  the  advancing  feafon, 
coughs  and  afthmas  became  much  more 

frequent, 


THE  WEATHER. 


323 

frequent,  and  pleurifies  and  peripneumo- 
nies  attended. 

As  to  the  few  fevers  which  occurred,  one 
terminated  in  fixteen  days,  with  a  repa¬ 
ration  in  the  urine,  and  an  abfcefs  in  the 
hip  ;  another  in  feven  days,  with  a  critical 
fweat :  nor  did  it  appear,  on  enquiry, 
that  any  thing  epidemic  or  malignant  at¬ 
tended. 

In  February  there  was  a  large  fwell  in 
the  bills  of  mortality,  viz.  to  a  hundred 
and  eighteen,  ninety,  and  eighty-one  ia 
a  week  (near  double  the  ufuai  number  5) 
coughs  and  afthmas  ftill  prevailed  :  alfo 
pleurifies  and  fome  peripneumonies  oc¬ 
curred,  to  which  add  the  meazles. 

The  feafon  feems  to  have  been  parti¬ 
cularly  noxious  and  fatal  to  thofe  of  weak 
lungs,  to  the  confumptive,  to  the  afth^ 
matic,  and  aged. 

Diarrhoeas  alfo  were  not  unfrequent. 

Of  the  few  fevers  that  occurred  to  this 
obferver,  one  terminated  in  fourteen  days, 

y  2  afc- 
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a  fecond  in  feven  days,  a  third  in  ten  days,^ 
and  all  recovered. 

The  yearly  bill  of  mortality,  two  thou- 
fand  two  hundred  and  feventy-five. 

SUMMARY.  ^ 

Spring  variable,  except  a  dry  May, 

Summer  exceffively  dry. 

Autumn  variable. 

* 

Winter  much  froft  and  fnow. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Here  is  an  inftance  of  a  very  dry  fum- 
mer,  and  yet  a  healthy  one,  contrary 
to  other  obfervations,  having  been  the 
dried:  fummer  fmce  1740. 

The  fwell  in  the  biils  of  mortality  on 
the  great  and  unufual  quantity  of  fnow 
that  fell  in  February  fliould  ferve  as  a 
caution  to  invalids,  efpecrally  the  aged, 
afthmatic,  and  confumptive,  to  fecure 
themfelves  as  much  as  poffible  from  the 
imprefllons  of  fuch  great  changes  in  the 

weather. 
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weather,  by  early  and  rigorous  confinement 
and  good  fires. 

In  order  to  give  a  clearer  idea  of  the 
ftate  of  the  winds,  and  their  feveral  prof 
portions^  to  each  other  in  the  feveral  fea- 
fons,  I  fliall  here  fubjoin  two  tables,  con- 
ftrufted  from  the  accounts  annexed  to 
each  month  during  the  preceding  feven 
years,  which  accounts  were  extra£led  from 
my  diary. 


Y  3  TABLE 

/ 
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TABLE  L 


Shewing  the  number  of  times  each  wind  blew. 


1759* 

E. 

N.E. 

S.  E. 

N.l 

w. 

S.w. 

N.W. 

S. 

Spring 

9 

19 

II 

11 

23 

12 

29 

I 

Summer 

/ 

3 

21 

5 

24 

26 

29 

S 

Autumn 

9 

7 

19 

6 

31 

17 

•  *5 

8 

Winter 

1760. 

10 

13 

18 

I 

.'9 

19 

2 

Spring 

15 

17 

4 

17 

18 

17 

6 

Summer 

15 

10 

II 

7 

20 

19 

17 

6 

Autumn 

2 

3 

^9 

3 

37 

19 

-  18 

3 

Winter 

I 

3 

13 

6 

37 

‘  32 

12 

I 

1761. 

16 

Spring 

7 

H 

10 

10 

22 

14 

2 

Summer 

5 

10 

JO 

7 

35 

43 

16 

3 

Autumn 

8 

5 

25 

3 

19 

17 

^5 

5 

Winter 

1762. 

2 

2 

7 

4 

26 

26 

13 

3 

Spring 

18 

16 

20 

7 

13 

15 

14 

3 

Summer 

12 

II 

15 

I 

28 

24 

30 

2 

Autumn 

7 

8 

12 

16 

9 

17 

32 

13 

6 

Winter 

1 1 

42 

3 

8 

16 

2 

8 

•  1763- 

Spring 

14 

1 1 

25 

4 

30 

22 

17 

3 

Summer 

10 

.  ^3 

25 

2 

19 

37 

14 

8 

Autumn 

II 

12 

16 

6 

27 

25 

16 

3 

Winter 

4 

12 

8 

3 

31 

39 

13 

0 

1764. 

18 

Spring 

tt 

23 

8 

12 

39 

17 

0 

Summer 

9 

32 

5 

31 

28 

13 

3 

Autumn 

9 

7 

4 

15 

34 

26 

23 

3 

Winter 

1765. 

9 

3 

/ 

36 

5 

II 

27 

7 

4 

Spring 

8 

16 

19 

1C 

24 

20 

18 

3 

Summer 

10 

6 

20 

5 

25 

22 

20 

4 

Autumn 

3 

5 

9 

5 

35 

29 

^9 

3 

Winter 

Sums  total  of 

5 

8 

22 

r' 

J. 

25 

17 

9 

0 

thefeveral  winds 
for  feven  years. 

236 

276 

516 

157 

668 

688 

457 

b 
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Table  ii. 

Exhibiting  the  number  of  winds  in  each  of  the  fouri 

feafons  in  one  view. 


E. 

N.EJ 

S.  E. 

N. 

W. 

S.W. 

N.W. 

S. 

Spring 

74 

III 

129 

54 

129 

148 

126 

18 

Summer 

74 

V  62 

134 

32 

182 

199 

139 

29 

Autumn 

39 

51 

108 

47 

200 

165 

119 

31 

Winter 

39 

52 

146 

24 

157 

176 

73 

8 

From  thefe  tables,  compared  with  thofe 
in  another  work,  from  the  year  1716,  for 
above  forty  years  preceding,  appears  the 
wonderful  harmony  between  thefe  regif- 
ters  made  by  different  perfons  through 
all  the  varieties  of  weather  attending  • 
and  from  this  comparifon  the  following 
inferences  may  be  drawn. 

N.  B.  I  have  elfewhere  given  tables  of 
the  winds  refpeftively  reigning  in  every  fta- 
fon,  to  which  I  refer;  but  fhall  here  beg 
leave  to  fubjoin  the  following  corollaries 
drawn  from  thofe  tables,  in  order  to  give 
a  general  idea  of  the  ftate  of  our  winds 
in  this  country. 

I .  That  the  S.  W.  and  W.  winds  are 
the  two  grand  trade  winds,  or  reigning 

Y  4  winds, 


/ 
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winds,  of  this  ifland,  blowing  mofl:  in 
fummer,  autumn,  and  winter,  leaft  in 
fpring  5  and  yet  even  in  fpring  they  pre¬ 
vail  fufficiently  to  temper,  in  a  good  mea- 
fure,  the  pernicious  blafts  from  the  p. 
and  N. 

2.  The  eaftern  winds  are  almofl:  equal 
in  fpring  and  fummer,  and  near  double 
to  what  they  are  in  autumn  and  winr 
ter. 

3.  The  N.  E.  wind  blows  moft  in 
fpring,  and  near  double  to  what  it  does  in 
autumn  and  winter. 

4.  The  N.  wind  blows  moft  in  fpring, 
leaft  in  winter’  Thus  far  do  the  obfer- 
yations  of  the  laft  feptenafy  agree  to  all 
thofe  made  from  1716  to  1765  inclufive: 
but  one  difference  appears,  that  in  the  laft 
feptenary  the  north  winds  prevail  con- 
(iderably  above  the  fouth ;  whereas  in  two 

*  pf  the  four  other  regiftries  the  fouth  pre^ 
vails  above  the  ^  north. 

*  In  Gadberry’s  and  Say’s  Diaries,  kept  in  London 
fpr  a  long  feries  of  years,  the  north  was  far  above 

double 
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■  5.  But  all  regiftries  agree  in  this,  that 
the  S.  E.  and  N.  W.  winds  are  nearly 
equal,  and  come  next  in  number  to  the 
S.  W.  and  W. 

Having  fo  far  furveyed  the  ftate  of 

the  feafons  with  regard  to  the  winds 

« 

during  the  laft  feven  years,  I  fliall  pro^ 
ceed  next  to 

A  review  of  the  difeafes  attending, 
from  which  it  appears, 

1.  That  colds  or  catarrhs  abound  mod: 
in  the  fpring  .months. 

2.  Coughs  attend  the  fpring  nearly  as 
much  as  the  winter. 

3.  Ophthalmies  and  inflammations  in 
the  fauces  and  neighbouring  parts,  more 
in  fpring  than  any  other  feafon. 

4.  Confumptions  more  in  fpring  than 
any  other  feafon. 

double,  fometimes  fextuple,  to  the  fouth;  and  like- 
wife  the  E.  and  N.  E.  winds  bore  a  coniiderably 
greater  proportion  to  the  W.  and  S.  W.  than  here. 
Hence  the  fuperior  warmth  and  moifture  of  Ireland  is 
.eafily  accounted  for. 


5.  PleU' 
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5.  Pleurifies  and  peripneumonles,  mofl: 
in  fpring,  next  in  winter.  Sydenham 
places  the  plcuiify  between  fpring  and 
fummer. 

6.  Sore  throats  and  quinzles  in  thefe 
lafl  feven  years  were  found  mofl;  in  au¬ 
tumn  and  winter  5  but  this  does  not 
agree  to  the  account  given  in  my  review 
of  the  preceding  thirty  years  above, 
which  pjace  fore  throats  chiefly  in  fpring  ; 
and  Sydenham  places  the  angina  between 
fpring  and  fummer  :  but  it  is  probable 
that  a  little  more  accuracy  in  the  ac¬ 
counts  might  reconcile  the  difference. 
Sydenham’s  angina  affedts  the  organs  of 
refpiration,  as  well  as  deglutition ;  this 
occurs  much  feldomer  than  the  flighter 
fort>  affefting  only  the  deglutition,  'and 
commonly  called  fore  throat. 

7.  Agues  and  intermittent  fevers  are 
found  chiefly  in  the  fpring, 

8.  The  cholera  morbus  mofl:  in  fum¬ 
mer. 


9.  Inflam 


THE  WEATHER. 


331 

9.  Inflammations  in  the  bowels  mofl: 
in  fommer. 

.t  * 

10.  Dyfenteiies  mofl:  in  autumn  and 

/ 

fummer. 

11.  Diarrhoeas  moft  in  autumn, 

12.  Afthmas  mofl:  in  winter.^ 

'  I  3.  Miliary  fevers  equally  in  fpring, 
fummer,  and  autumn. 

14,  The  low  petechial  fever  leafl:  in 
fpring,  which  is  agreeable  to  former  ob- 
fervations  :  and  moreover,  that  this  kind 
of  fever  fometimes  proves  benign  appears 
in  the  above  records  of  the  winter  1761, 
and  of  the  autumn  1762,  and  1764, 
compared  with  1725,  1728,  and  17345  as 
does  alfo  the  miliary,  as  appears  from  the 
above  accounts  in  autumn  1763,  and  in 
faring  and  fummer  1764,  and  in  fpring 
and  autumn  1765. 

1 5.  The  rheumatifm  and  rheumatic 
fevers  appeared  in  the  lafl:  feven  years  mofl: 
in  winter  from  this  review,  of  which  pe¬ 
riod  it  appears  that  mofl.  'of  thefe  ob- 

3  fervations 


I 
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fervations  agree  perfectly  to  thofe  of 
much  longer  feries  of  time  above,  which 
may  ferve  as  a  reciprocal  confirmation  of 
the  truth  of  both. 

N.  B.  In  the  above  fketch  of  the  acute 
difeafes  for  the  laft  feven  years,  it  was 
pbfervable  that  the  moft  ordinary  and  na¬ 
tural  evacuation  ^  was  by  fweat,  and  more 
happy  than  that  by  a  diarrhoea. 

I  fliall  next,  from  the  above  fketches 
of  the  reigning  fevers  promifcuoufly  con- 
fidered,  give  a  table,  of  which  the  firft 
column  exhibits  the  number  of  patients, 
the  fecond  the  number  of  days  the  feveral 
fevers  lafted,  .or  the  critical  days  wherein 
they  terminated  either  in  recovery  or 
death* 

f  ' 

*  It  is  faid  that  at  Edinburgh  the  folution  of  their 
fevers  feldom  takes  place  by  any  confiderable  evacu¬ 
ation  :  but  that  the  cafe  is  otherwife  here,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  with  regard  to  fweat,  appears  by  numerous 
ob fervations,  which  feems  to  be  owing  to  the  fuperior 
warmth  of  our  climate. 

»  V  ’ 

I.  The 
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1.  The  moft  acute ; 

‘  ( 

[among  thefe  may  be 
placed  the  epidemical 
catarrhal  fever,  the 
numbers  of  the  pa¬ 
tients  not  to  be  de¬ 
fined,  but  in  thofe 
moft  nightly  affefted, 
'  it  might  be  deemed 
an  ephemera.] 

2.  The  next  order 
finiftjed  its  courfe  in  a 
period  very  frequent 
in  the  fevers  among 
the  poor  in  Dublin, 
viz. 

3.  The  next  is  one 
of,  if  not  abfolutely, 
the  moft  frequent  pe¬ 
riods  of  all,  viz. 


4.  The  next, 

I 


N^.  of 
Patients 

4 


N®.  of  days  * 
eachfeverlafted 

2,  3, 4  days. 


t 

5  or  6  days. 


20 


7  days  for  the 
moftpart,rome- 
times  8. 

10  days  for  the 
moft  part, fome- 
times  9  or  1 1. 

5.  The 
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5.  The  next, 

6.  The  next,  and 
which,  according  to 
Hippocrates,  is  to  be 
deemed  the  laft  or 
longeft  of  fevers,  to 
be  properly  denomi¬ 
nated  acute,  the  in- 

( 

fiances  are  not  fo 
particularly  recorded, 
though  they  amount 
undoubtedly  to  more 
than  twenty-fix,  and 
perhaps  are  equal  to 
thofe  that  finifhed  their 
courfe  in  feven  days  ^ 
wherefore,  in  a  con- 
jeclural  way,  I  recbon 
thefe. 


N^.  of 
Patients 

II 


of  days 
eaehfeverlafted. 

17  days  for  the 
moftpartjfome- 
times  1 8  or  19. 


30 


14  days  for  the 
moftpartjfome- 
times  15,  rarely 


7;  The 


THE  WEATHER. 


335 


7,  The  next,  which, 
according  to  Hippo¬ 
crates,  fhould  be  rather 
ranked  among  the 
chronical,  and  divers 


of  I  N®,  of  days 
Patients,  eachfeverlafted. 


of  thcfe  were  of  the 
low  and  miliary  kind,  15 

The  flower  kind,  7 

The  floweft,  4 


21  for  the  moft 
part,  rarely  20 
or  23.  • 

A  month,  and 
fometimes  a  lit¬ 
tle  more. 

From  40  t» 
ninety  days. 


Upon  the  whole,  from  a  pretty  accurate 
companion  of  this  account,  v/ith  that  above, 
given  from  obfervation  at  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1758,  during  a  much  longer  feries 
of  time,  it  feems  evident,  that  thus 
much  may  fafely  be  affirmed  in  behalf  of 
critical  days,  and  the  regard  paid  thereto 
by  antiquity,  that  the  depuration  effefted 
by  fevers  is  mofl:  frequently  performed  in 
feven  ^  and  fourteen  days ;  as  appears 


*  The  fourteenth  day  is  alfo  mentioned  by  Syden¬ 
ham  in  this  view,  which  agrees  to  my  obfervations  in 

this 
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from  the  largefl:  number  of  patientSi 
viz*  thirty-three  and  thirty,  annexed  to 
thofe  days.  It  is  true  that  here  is  a 
greater  number  annexed  to  the  critical 
termination  in  five  or  fix  days,  than  to 
that  in  twenty-one j  but  it  is  obfervable, 
that  the  depuration  in  five  or  fix  days 
feems  to  be  lefs  perfeft,  fince  fuch  pa¬ 
tients  are  commonly  fubjeft  to  relapfes. 
It  mull:  alfo  be  acknowledged  that  the 
termination  the  tenth  day  has  a  larger 
number  of  patients  annexed  than  that 
on  the  twenty-firftj  but  ftill  a  much  lefs 
number  than  that  on  the  feventh  and 
fourteenth,  which  may  well  merit  our  at- 
tention  in  practice. 

Thefe  obfervations  are  perfe6lly  agree¬ 
able  to  the  following  aphorifm  of  Paulus 

» 

this  country,  a  much  warmer  one  than  Scotland,  where 
I  am  informed  their  fevers  are  more  frequently  pro- 
tradled  to  the  feventeenth  or  even  twentieth  day. 

*  An  eminent  phyfician  in  Scotland  affirms  that 
more  fevers  end  fatally  on  the  eleventh  day  than  any 
other. 


^.gineta  s 
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^gineta  :  Dies  jiidicatorii  optimi  Junt  fep^ 
timus  &  dedmus-quartus, 

I  have  faid  little  in  the  preceding  fum- 
mary  concerning  the  fmall-pox  or  mea- 
zles,  having  been  feldom  confulted  but  in 
fome  defperate  circumftances  of  thofe 
difeafes j  hov/everj  I  fliall  here  endeavour, 
in  feme  fort,  to  fupply  thia  defe6t  in  re¬ 
ference  to  the  firil  named  of  thofe  two 
difeafes,  by  obferving,  that 

The  fmall-pox  raged  in  Dublin  in  Ja*- 
nuary  and  February  1728,  a  fomewhat 
frofty  winter,  after  a  wet  fummer ;  and 
that  year  there  died  of  the  fm'all-pox  nearly 
pne  half  of  the  numbers  that  died  of  the 
article  called  fever. 

In  1736,  when  there  was  a  very  hot- 
fummer,  the  article  of  fmall-pox  was  near 
double  to  that  of  fevers  even  a  far  greater 
proportion  of  the  firft  to  the  laft  than 
ufuaL  In  1740,  an  uncommonly  dry  fea- 
fon,  they  were  very  fatal  in  the  fummer,  . 
being  fometimes  double,  fometimes  triple 
to  the  article  of  fever,  and,  in  the  general, 

Z  con- 
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cohfiderably  exceeded  the  article’ of  fever* 
In  1743,  in  Auguft,  September,  Oftober^ 
November,  after  a  hot  and  dry  fummer, 
they  prevailed  again,  though  to  a  lefs 
degree ;  but  they  exceeded  the  article  of 
fever  in  the  months  mentioned  and 
again  in  July,  Auguft,  September,  O6I0- 
ber,  1745,  in' and  after  a  very  wet  fum¬ 
mer,  '  they  were  remarkably  malignant, 
fometimes  above  double  to  the  article  of 
fever  (See  the  Obfervations  made  on 
the  difeafes  of  that  year  3)  and,  la'ftly,  in 
fummer  1752,  v/hich  was;  an  extremely  wet 
one,  tliey  fometimes  exceeded  the  article 
of  fever.  See  the  Obfervations  on  the 
difeafes  of  that  year.  .  .  • 

And  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  fum  total  of 
perfons  who  died  of  the.fmalhpox  in  Dublin 
during  one  and  thirty  years,  was  but  little 
Ihort  of  that  of  the  article  fever -f  the 
number  of  fevers  during  that  time,^  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  bills,  having  been  iixteen 
thoiifand  two  hundred:,  and  eighty-one, 
and  of  the  fmall-pox  thirteen  thoufand 

feven 
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feven  hundred  and  fifty- nine,  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  truly,  and  what  abundantly  proves 
the  expediency  and  high  importance  of 
the  practice  of  inoculation. 

From  the  above  account  of  the  winds, 
and  of  difeafes,  it  appears,  that  even  in 
the  variable  flate  of  the  former  in  this 

r 

climate,  fome  periods  for  the  winds  may 
be  traced  ;  and  fo  likewife  with  regard  to 
difeafes,  as  of  coughs  and  confumptions,' 
pleurifies  and  agues  in  fpring,  the  cholera 
in  fummer,  the  dyfentery  in  fummer  and 
autumn,  the  diarrhoea  in  autumn:  to  which 
add,  the  returns  of  cutaneous  and  of  fcro- 
phulous  diforders  in  fpring  and  fummer, 
and  the  regular,  gout  in  January  or  Feb¬ 
ruary.  There  feems  to  be  a  fwell  in  the 
tide  of  the  circulating,  fluid  in  the  fpring 
and  fummer,  as  likewife  an  exaltation  of 
the  acrimony  of  the  juices. 

Thefe  obfervations  may  be  of  Angular 
ufe  to  valetudinarians,  and  particularly  to 
thofe  of  weak  or  diflempered  lungs,  as  in 
habitual  coughs,  and  to  theaflhmatic  and 


con 
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confumptively  difpofed,  to  take  fpeclal  care 
not  only  of  the  winter,  but  more  efpe- 
cially  the  fpring  feafon,  whofe  north  and 
eaftern  blafts  are  not  lefs  noxious  to  the 
lungs  of  fuch  than  they  are  to  the  tender 
rudiments  of  fruits :  wherefore  they  ought 
jftudioufly  to  endeavour  to  counteraft  the 
pernicious  effefts  of  thefe  blafts  by  good 
foes,  warm  cloathing,  and  a  proper 
gimen. 
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